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Letter 104 by Samuel Rutherford


To Lady Kenmure


Christ’s Prisoner





Madam, grace, mercy, and peace be to you.


Your letter refreshed me. The right hand of Him who has authority over life and death have been gracious to that sweet child.� I dare not, I do not, forget him and your ladyship in my prayers.





How to Respond to Failure


Madam, in regard to yourself. I am encouraged when people complain about their failures, so long as they are trying to do something about them. This is because I see many people who think that holiness is satisfied, if they merely complain, and then do nothing. It is as if saying “I am sick” could cure an invalid. These people seem to think that complaining about failure was a magic charm to eradicate guilt!� I am glad that you are wrestling and struggling on� in this dead age, when many have lost tongue, arms, and legs for Christ.�





Labour for Communion with Christ


I urge you, Madam, a nearer communion with Christ, and a growing communion. There are curtains to be opened in Christ that we have never seen before, and new layers of love in Him. I despair that I will ever make it to the far end of that love, there are so many layers in it. Therefore dig deep, and sweat, and labour.� Take pains for Him, and set aside as much time as you can in each day for Him. Christ will be won with labour.�





Christ’s Love for a Prisoner


I, His exiled prisoner, sought Him, and He has taken pity on me, and made a moan for me, as he does for His own. I do not know what to do with Christ. His love surrounds me and overwhelms me. I am burdened by it; but oh, how sweet and lovely is that burden! I dare not keep it inside me. I am so in love with His love, that if His love were not in heaven, I would not be willing to go there. Oh, what pondering, what telling there is in Christ’s love!�





Love at No Cost


I fear nothing now so much as losing Christ’s cross,� and the showers of love that accompany it. I wonder how it could be that such a slave could be exalted to a place of honour, at His own elbow. O that I should ever kiss such a fair, fair, fair face as Christ’s!� But I dare not refuse to be loved. There is nothing within me, that is the cause for Him to look upon me and love me. God never gained anything from me. His love cost me nothing. Oh, the many pounds� of His love under which I am sweetly pressed!





Stage Christianity


Now, Madam, let me tell you that most people only have a stage Christianity. They consider it to be a mask easily put on or taken off. I myself thought it would be an easy thing to be a Christian, and that seeking God would only be like a jaunt next door. But O the windings, the turnings, the ups and downs that He has led me through! And even so, it still seems as if it will be a long way to the shore.�





Arrows of Love


He speaks in my inmost being during the night. When I awake, I find His love arrows, that He shot at me, sticking in my heart.�� Who will help me to praise? Who will come to lift up with me, and set on high, His great love? And yet I find that a flood of challenges will come in at midsummer, and question me.� But it is only to keep a sinner in order.








How to Consider the World


As for friends, I would not think the world to properly be the world if friends did not leave me. Using God’s wisdom, I hope to use the world as an intelligent employer uses an untrustworthy employee. He does not trust him with money or anything important that he might steal. I pray to God that I will not trust this world with my joys, comforts, or confidence. If I did, it would put Christ out of His proper place in my heart.� Indeed, Madam, from my few experiences I counsel you to give Christ the authority over all the business of your life. Fasten all your burdens on the Peg fastened in David’s house (Isa. 22:23).� Woe to me, if ever the world should teach me anything about consolation. Away, away, with any such false teachers. Christ then would laugh at me and say, “Now you’re warned. Be careful who you trust.”





A Wail for Scotland


Woe is me, for my mother the prostitute, the Kirk of Scotland! Oh, who will wail for her!�

















Farewell — Family Concerns


Now the presence of the great Angel of the Covenant� be with you and that sweet child.�


Yours in his sweet Lord Jesus,


Samuel Rutherford


Aberdeen, March 7, 1637
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� Apparently Lady’s Kenmure’s son had been seriously ill, but his life was spared in answer to prayer.


� Imagine, Rutherford wrote this before instant coffee and instant sanctification!


� “No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” 1 Cor 9:27 (NIV)


� In other words, many people retreated into formalism, rather than stand up for the Gospel, either privately or publicly. Notice how Rutherford sees a close connection between the two.


� “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall.” Pet 1:10 (NIV)


� “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Phil 2:12,13 (NIV)


� “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.” Eph 3:18 (NIV)


� “Cross” means his suffering for the cause of Christ. He sees that suffering for the cross, and the blessings that accompany the cross, are inseparable.


� An allusion to the Song of Solomon, “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth-- for your love is more delightful than wine.” Song 1:2 (NIV). The Song of Solomon was a favourite book of many of the Puritans, which they interpreted as an allegory of Christ and His Church.


� This might be a pun by Rutherford. God’s love didn’t cost him anything (he couldn’t pay for it), so it could not be valued in money (pounds sterling, £). Nevertheless God’s love constrains him to live according to that love, a weight (i.e. pounds) he feels acutely.


� “Shore” is a common image for death. Here Rutherford thinks of death as the culmination of God’s purposes for him. When he is with Christ in heaven, all the turnings of his life will be shown to be meaningful.


� “He drew his bow and made me the target for his arrows. He pierced my heart with arrows from his quiver. I became the laughingstock of all my people; they mock me in song all day long.” Lam 3:12-14 (NIV)


� Rutherford is saying that although he is conscious of God’s love at night, he awakes to see that in God’s providence he is being persecuted. He sees himself alone in the struggle for the purity of Christ’s church. (Although in fact powerful forces were gathering that would soon set him free.)


� Certain powerful men had recently taken even greater powers to themselves. In all probability, during the next summer Rutherford would be tried and sentenced to death. However, God would bring confusion to their plans, and Rutherford would return to his beloved congregation in Anwoth.


� That is to say, a Christian’s greatest joys, comforts, and confidence are to be found in Christ alone. All other joys, etc., are to be put in a lower priority.


� “I will drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will be a seat of honour for the house of his father.” Isa 22:23 (NIV)


18 He sorrows for the Church of Scotland, which had been so recently blessed with Revival, but now threatens to be accommodated to English alterations. Specifically Rutherford sees the changes introduced by the English as the beginning of a return to Roman Catholicism. In Rutherford’s mind, a church that is faithful to the Bible cannot be associated with Catholicism.


� He sorrows for the Church of Scotland, which had been so recently blessed with Revival, but now threatens to be accommodated to English alterations. Specifically Rutherford sees the changes introduced by the English as the beginning of a return to Roman Catholicism. In Rutherford’s mind, a church that is faithful to the Bible cannot be associated with Catholicism.


� “‘See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,’ says the Lord Almighty.” Mal 3:1 (NIV) (Apparently the version of the Bible Rutherford used, the Geneva Bible, used the word “Angel” in this verse.)


� That is, the son mentioned in the first paragraph.
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