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The 36. Scrmoa vpon the fourth Chapter.

18 Take beede vato thy felfe,and vato learning : comtinme inthefe thinges s
for in {3 doing thow hale fane thy [elfe.and them that beare thee.

ozt Lthough S. Paule
‘ f{@ had futhciétly war-

g 2&| ned Timothie be-
«\#| fore,to take fo good
* — heede to edifie the
Churche of God with good doc-
tane, thae he fhould give good
example by his life alfo, yet he
confirmeth this matter againe,
notonly in refpeét of the man to
whome he [pake, buthe hath gi-
vena doétrine that mull remaine
forcuer. Andthereforethisisa
general rule which S.Paul giueth
toall fhepherds, ro wit , that firt
of al they take heede to théfelues,
to walke holily as touching their
owne petfons, and then to take
heede alfoto their flocke which
1s comitted voeo them, thatthey
giue themfoder.So then here are
two thingesrequifite in vs that
have charge to gouern v Church
of GOD, wemuft beware we

« felues, Bugthat that Saint Paule

addeth in the [ccond place,is fpe-
cially for y minifters which haue
a pui;liquc charge: for Ged hath,

10 not chofen them in vaine to this

office. And they are precifely ex-
borted to take hecd tothéfelues.
For although cuerie Chriftian
ought to be wife ingoucrning his
life,and verie watchful that Satan
take him not at vnwares with his
tentations,& muft alfo take heed,
and preuent al dangers that com.
paffe vs in on cuerie fide, yetis

20 not this fpoken in vain to the Mi-

nifters ofthe worde : for they are
as a candleflicke {et vpona cup-
boorde or table , they muft giue
Iight afarre off, Itis truely fat;d e
to all Chriftians ini gencrall ,be.
caufe they beare the light of ljfe,
when God hath lightened them
with his word ,)’r they muft gine
good exiple,& walkewifely to N

walke in fuch fort, that our life be 30¢he end they may inftrudt the ig-

notoffenfiue,or giue any cuill ex-
ample : and then becaufe honef-
tic fufficeth notin him that.muft
hauc his mouth opé,dottrine alfo
muft go therwithal . Whatfoeuer
he be that will be taken and ac-
compted for a chniftian,muftrake
heede to him felfe, as Mofes allo
giueth warningto all the people.

norit.Buritthisbe required in all
men without exceptid,what fhal
we {ay of th¢ whome God hath
appottted to thew the way toall
the reft? Sothen,thereis a great
deale lefle excule in  fhepherds,
that muft preache the worde of-
God,if they walke dii'orderouﬂy,

theninprinate men. Trueth itis

Andtherefore itis faide that the 4© that all thalbe cédethned before _

law of Ged muft guide vs, to the
end we fhould take heedc to.our

God,buc the vengeaunce (halbe
doutble vpon our heads, when we
' Ec. haug
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haue no regard to the office,y god
hath called vs vnto,and ¥ vps this,
tondition,that our life fhiold be as
it were a witnes of the doétrine to
Piuc it more authoritie. And ther-
ore we ought to mufe well vpon
this leflon & warning:ifwe do but
©nly go vp into y pulpit to preach
though we had che beft grace that

a man could wifh for,it is nothing, 10

itis o better then the found e of a
braffe pan , Truthitisthat icmay
be heard farrc off, it may well beat
mens earcs:as abell v hatha good
pleafauat found. Suchfhal webe,

if we haue good doélrine inour.

mouthes,& our lues be wicked &
naught, And therfore we mufi re-
member this leflon.the better, to
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to God aswee can. Thisis one
point: bur Saint Paule meancth
not,}'r onely the minifters (hould:
giue themtelues to honefty, he
will haue all mento doe {o:buc
he requireth more ouer of them,
that they giue heede to doétrine,
And therefore,thotigh wee haue
lived without reproch, though
we haue beene as looking glaflcs
formen to beholdeall honeftie,
andthe feare of Godin, andall -
VErtue , yct are we not guit nor
abfolued for all that : for GOD -
hath appointed vs to preach his.
worde, Therefore woebee to vs
if we be idle in this behalfe for o
allo Saint Paule ipcaketh. And
therfore let vs make a difference

wit,that itisuot inough for vs to 20 betweene ftates and offices.

haue preached the worde of God.
“purely,& expoiided y holy fcrip-
ture faithfurlly,& appged y that we
“haue handled tothe pesples vie
out lite muft fpeake aswell as our
toungs, and we muft -endeuour to
walke vprightly,to the endthat o-
ther may follow vs, Ttis faid of alt
beleeuers y they muft drawe their

Truethitis that 2l Chriftians
are bounde to edifie their neigh-
bours,asGod hath giuen them
meanes; butyet God hath elpe-
cially given vs the charge to
fpeakein his name. And therfore
muft our monthes be alwayes o-
pen. Nowe if this marke bee gi-
uen toall them whichare apoin-

neighbours to godin{fuch {orre, ygotedto gouwernc the Church of

they muit go with thé:for fec how
the prophet Efay fpeaketh-.Letvs
go vp tothe Lords mountaine.But
(231 faid) we that are minilters of
the word of God are more ftraitly
enioyned.And therefore wee muft
zake fo much the more heede that
our lives may be {o ruled,thar we
may cffe@ually witnes, yit is not

God,we mull needes conclude
that they that giue the peopleno
in(truétion, canneither call them
felues prelates, nor Bithops,nor
Elders, nor Paftours, nor Mini-
flers: al they thatare domb dogs
viurpe thol{ titlesfallely , And
therefore wee fee whatkinde of
gouernement the popith church

invaine y God hath cliofen vs,& 40 hath. They will bring boldlyy-

fo defireto fhew all the world the

~+ way to faluation, y we go before

them, & labourto drawe as neerg

nough that their bifhopsare the
Apofles fucceflors, & that they
reprefent the heauenly principa-
' sJitiesy
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lities : but yet what doétrine can
we get by them? Hardly may
-they giue that they haue not:
yea they thinke their Bithoplike
dignitieis difgraced , it they go
vp into a pulpit to preache. And
yet with open mouthes, wil they
call them {elues Prelates of the
Church. Yea wis: but fee here
the holie Ghoft denieth them to
be any. We ncede not to (trine
much to difgrade them of thofe
titles , which they take falily to
themielues : for they are proucd
lyers by S.Paule,who pronoun-
ceth in the authotitie of God,
that they that take notheede to
do&trine , mult not be taken for
Paltours. Thisisit, we haue firlt
of all to note vponthis place ,to
wit,that al they whom God hath
{et to preache his word, muftas
rouchinge their owne perfons
walk holily to giue good exam-
pletoall the people, and muft a-
bouc'all othertake heed to thé-
felues, becaufe God hath called
them in the firft place, andin an
high flepto come to him : and
therewithall that they muft giue
themlclues to doétrine. Andto
the end that this might be the
better obferued. Saint Paule ad-
deth, that Timothie, and all
they thatare of his calling mu(t
continue therein,  And there-
fore, itis not inoughfora man
to labour to doe well, valeflc he
coutinue to the end: it s not
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God.As we may fce fome,y fom.-
time haue a good fign of a. zeale,
butit waxeth cold verie quickly:
for there is no conftancieinthe,
there is no conmtinuall chrede.
Therfore S.Paul theweth that he
is galled to gouern the church,
mult neuer be wearie, whether it

be ingiuing good e;;'iplc by his

10 life,or by preaching the word of

God, to giuc foode of faluation
continually to the flocke. There-
fore we muft continue in it, for
the word y S.Panl vieth, impor-
teth as much asto ftay &arreft
our felues vps it. To be fhort,he
meaneth,that God,when he cal-
feth amanto bea minifter ofhis
word,doth nettake him to hyre

20 for three days,or foralitle time,

but will y he giue himfelfe who-
ly to his leruice, Isit fo? then we
muft notbe idle, nor negligent,
but follow the order v God hath
fhewed vs:&8 when we haue také
painesone yeare or two, let vs
know,y thisis nothing it we cons
tinue not conftantly vnto *)'( end.
And this warning is more then

03 pecellarie:for we fee what faint~

nes there isinvs . And on the o
ther fide we trie but too much,
Sathan goth abouras much as he
canto bringthem out offrame,y
are couragious, & to break theiy
hearts, to the end they may faile
in themids of their way. Though
the charge we haue were notfa
harde and burdeniome, we are

inough fora man to teache by 40 on our partes fo weake, thacthe

puffes, but he muft frame himfelf

.neuct to bee wearic in takiig

paines to edifie the Church of

lealt<hingin the world wil make
-vs leaue off, and turn their pride,
Andthongli the difficuluesbe
TR g



great, yet doeth the diuell tur-
moyle and tofle vp and downe,as

much as he can, to pur ysbefide

the way.

How then can webe conftant
to quit our felues towarde God
and the Churche, vnlefle this lei-
{on be wel itnprintedin our harts
and meinories, to wit , that God
hath botid ys to himin fuch forr,
3‘( we muftfully & wholy cleaue
tohim:and take no occafion o
be weary, whatfocuer come ofit,
but go on fill, votill we come to
cur marke. This tsit we haue to
marl in this place. Bur though S.
Paule direéthis words cfpecially
tothem that haue chargeto go-
uerne y Church of God,yet muft
we take a gencrall exhortarid out
of it,to ftay our felues, and ftand

" tothat that our Lord fheweth vs,
confidering the lightnes & vneo-
ftancie y is in vs al. There is none
of vs but feelethhow light we are
and then what lacketh daily, bue
that we be caried away by Satan,
{o that euerie minute of an houre
we forget both God,and our fal-
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weatic : forthisis the end of the
exhortation that S,Paule fetteth
downe here. Moreouer he fhew-
eth Timothie the profit that fhal
comeby the zcale and Readines,
ifhe continue to do well, & turne
notthe bridle,though he muit re-
il many tentations: for, fzith he,
In fodaing, thou [balt fane thy felfe,
and thens that beave thee, There is
not one of vs all buc defireth to
be faued, yeathe worft that arc
will fay for& though their hearts
be not touched with it, yet are
they moued with a certeine af-
fettion, to be faued: But to take
the way roit, they cannot abide
that: for they defpite God, asit
were of {er and purpofed malice,

20 and giue them {elues ouer to Sa-

tan to their deftruction : and yet
we fee tharallmen haue thisaf-
fectionimprinted in their hearts,
that they defire to be faued. Bue
8.Paul fheweth here to Timothy,
that it is his faluation to walke as
he exhortech him to doe.And af-
terward he bringethhima grea-
ter veafon. For the fzluation of)'(

uation, were itnot y we did eue- 30 whole Church, faith he,is putin-

ric one flir vp our felues?For this
caufc lat vs marke y S.Paul {pea-
keth not only to one,man alone,
orto one ftate,but his minde was
to warne all the faithfull as well,
that they fhall neuer holde them-
felues faft to the feruice of God,
wnlefle they conficme themfelues
in cominmance, indefpite of Sa-

tothine handes, See God hath
committedall hisflock tothe,to
be gouerncd:if thou do thy dutie
faichfully, thou (halt (auc al them
that heare thee : but if thoube
negligent, & thy life a flumbling
blocke,or if thou make no greac
account to preach the worde of
Ged, all will come to naught,

tan his beard, 8 all the troubles 40 thou fhalt ice anhotrible confu-

heis able to moue againft them,
And therfore they mqﬁ neuer be

fion before thy face. And chere-
fore {teing G O D hath made
' B thee
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thee a Minifter to faue foules,
thou muft imploye thy feifc fo
much the more mightily, 8 with
greater zeale and earnefinefle,

And this is Saint Paules meaning
in fewe wordes. But a man might
al'kea queflion heere,how aman
may faue himfelfe : for we knowe

2” is honoris referued to God,
2
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hee calleth vs to him , ourlife
ftandeth therein. Andhow io?
Whé he lightneth vs by his word
& by hisholie Ghoft, & frameth
our hearts a newe,tothe end that
. . ”
we may ferue himinall purenes,
and when he giueth ys vertue &
ftrength to continue, & holdeth
vshy the hand to fight with vs a~

sindeede he deferuethit) for 1o gaint Sathan, and againt all afl~

him to be called our faviour: and
that we hold our fzluation ofhim,
to doe him homage , and giuc ail
the praifc to him.Ifeucric one of
vs do faue him felfe, what remai-
neth to God then? For it feemeth
that Saint Paule doeth Lift men to
highhere, when he giueth them
this charge & office to faue them
{elues,

But the holie {cripture vieth
this kinde of fpeache, when it
exhorteth vs o follow our voca.
tion whereunto God hath called

- vs rand this diminitheth no parte
of tharthatbelongethto GO D,
neitherleflencth his honor at all,
the leaft iote that may be. And
fo God hath this title proper to
himfclfe to be aSauiour, as he is
well worthie. And why? for cuen
as he made vs,fo he facioneth vs
2 new to his image, to imprint
the marke of hisadoptionin vs,

.to the end we may be his children
& heives. We are of nature firan-
gersto God, we are viterly caft
away and condemned. But he pi-

tying our miferie,and beeing not

AN ]

{aultes thatare made againft vs.
We {ec therfore v al our {aluati-
on commeth fiom God: he be-
ginneth it,he edtinueth it he brin
gethicto perfeltion: a manmay
afcribe nothing to himfclfe bere-
in, no not fo muchas one drop.
But becaufe Godvlethvs, and
maketh vs as it were hisinfru-
mentcs, thatis yelded and given
ta vs'in name which is proper to
himin deede,asit1s faid, that the
minifters of the worde are Gods.
helpers. But how are they hel-
pets? To edific and builde vp the
Church, Andyet is this left him
inholie writ, that as it is he that
hath leide the foundation of his
Church, fo doth itbelong to him
to mainteine it and keepeit, and

o bring it to perfeétion.How is this

giuen to amortall man ? Though
we be vnprofitable, yet it plea-
feth God to {2t vs on worke in his
worke,

As he docth vs this honour,
although wee are vaworthye he
fhould vie vsinfo noble and ex-
cellent aworke, as the faluation

willing that we thould perifhe, ,4 of menis, fo alfo inthis {oho-

draweth vs vnto him: for,becaufe
he is the fountcine of life, when

nourable atitle, he parteth fake
with vs, and callethvs his fellow
Ec.iij. hel
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helpers. Euen fo fandeth the  mentes, becanfc he powreth out
cafein euery particular mansfal-  his vertues vpon vs,we muft im.
uation. For whé Godguideth & = ploy our {clues in that v herevns
gouerneth vs by his holy I'piritSi to he hath called vs, and beware
& willeth vs to workc ourowne!  we be not idle. -And theres
{faluation, (not that it liethinour’ * fore let vs walke in thavcalling
handes,or proceedeth fromany ~ wherevato God hath called vs,
vertuc or indufirie of ours, but;  and then (hal we worke our fal+
becaufe God worketh in vs it;s uation. But how fhall we do it ?
fuch{orcthat we be not as flones’ 1o God will doc itin {uch fort that
or ftockes of woode)he thewet we (halbe hisinftruments. And .
vs his good wil,he breedeth faidl;\ therefore we may not thinke it
invs, he giveth vsallthe graces firange that Sainr Paul faithhere
ofthe holy Ghoft :and whenwe  (to Timothie, thatif be line holi-
haue all this in vs we may callic \ y,and do his duetie, he fhall faue
ours . Euen as we call the bread imfelfe. For SaintPaule docth
which we eate,ours, although it (not difpute here vpon the caufe
be giuen vs of God his meere  \of our {aluatis, neither to whom
“bountifulneffe and goodneflete~  ;the prayfe ofitis to be yeelded,
uen fo fareth it with the giftes of 20'thereis no fuch thingin queftion.
theholie Ghofte. And therefore  here: but that aman thould im-
S.Paulcinthe epifife tothe Phi-  ploy him felfe, yetknowing this.
lippians exhorteth the faithfull  thathe cando nothing,neitheris
®lilzaa. to worke their owne faluation:  any thing of himielfe, anl there-
o but hee addeth that it muftbe  fore that he fuffer God to go-
with all feare , knowing chaticis  uerne him,and know y he defer-
Godthatworketh and giuethvs:  ued not the grace yis donhim,
the good wil,and the doing,yea,” - and yerthat he mutt walke ac-
and what elfe focuer throughbis cording to his calling.And here-
meere mercie.And therefore fee- o3 in the Papittes abufc thernfelues,
ingit is {o that God beginneth hat beeing fore poflefled with
&%ringcth.to endinvysthatthar  ‘this hellithe fantafie, that man
~ sweholde of hiny, and feeing the  Yhath his free will,& can do fome
good will, and the ablencfie to  : thing of himfclfc: as foone as.
do good commeth wholy of the \thcy finde any word or. fyllable -
holy Ghott,and fecing that the  inholy writ, where man isfpo-
whole muft be yeelded to his | kentoo, todoe, they conclude
tnere grace, thereis poodreafon | therevpon, that there is fome
we fhould walke in feare, bow- \rnight & power,and ablencflein
Jng downe oureyes, voide ofall 40 man.¥ea wis,but the holy Serip-
‘Erci'umption that puffethvs, Buc ~ \ture theweth vs,what our ducty.
becaufe wee are Gods inflru~  tis,and doth not puffe vs vp with'
- ) pride




Cap.4.
pride, as who wold fay wemight
haue fome falfe prefumption of
our vertues : but it teacheth vs
onely that we mult not flatter
our felues in our flouthfulnefle ,
nor be as dead ftocks when God
quickenethyvs.

Morcouer it fheweth vs, from
whence wee muft receiue that

that we have not. Now weare 10

void of all goodnes, thereis not
fo much as one drop in vs: ther-
fore we muft receiue it froaboue.
And therfore let vs marke wel,S.
Paules meaning was not,to give
any occafion of pride,to the end
they fhould cfteeme themfelues,
bue only meant to thew them,y
God will vie them, and apply vs

to that feruice wherevnto hee 20

hath appointed vs : that cuerie
one of vs muft{uffer him fel'c to
be guided and gouerned of God
25 he (hall chinke good, and that
we play not the ftubburne colts,
butlcarne to lubmit our {clues
to him,whatfoe uer becone of it.
Thisisoune point, Asfor the le-
cond, Saint Paule when he faith

to Timothie, 7hat be Bball fane o3

Limfelfe, andthem that beare him,
fheweth what a mater of weight
it is to preache the Gofpell of
G OD. Iiis to edific 2whole
Churche to [aluation ; or to de-
froy it,and bring it to dammati-
on.And ifthis were wel knowen,
we for our parts would be more
‘watchfuli to walke vprightly, &

the. Epi.to T imothie.
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a pleafire God doeth them,whé
he fendech them faichfull pafe
tours, & would make better ac~
compt of them , then they doe.

And this s itin fewe words thae
is conteined in this place : thatif
therc bea good teacher that do-
eth his duetie throughly in prea-
ching the word of Ged,and hath
a cate to giue gocd example by
his li‘e, that he is as it were ami-
nilter of f2luation,that G O D
hathplaced him to call awhole
flocke to faleation. And onthe
contrarie {ide, ifamanbe negli-
gentin teaching, and be as the
moft part are,and haue no zeale,
and for his life, is a naughtic and
wicked liver, and as it were a
deacly plagre amongeft men,
whé we heare this, know we firfk
of all,that Gad cudleth vs,thatit
is afigre of his vengeance; when
we haue not good Paftours, but
want men that fhould preache
the dodirine of (aluation, and
haue fuch as pafle not whiche
way the world gocth, Therfore
if we haue men that corruptand
falGfic good doélrine, or elfe
be of a wicked and flaunderous
life,icis asmuch, asif God{pake
from heauen to tellvs , thathe
withdraweth him felfe fromvs,
and that we ate not worthy to
be taughtof kim, nor tobe go=
verned by him: and we haue not
onely this witneffe , but the
gate of hell is as it were open

firiue with ourfelues to feruc the ;o to make vs all fall into euerlafs

Church well: and all the people
al{o would better confider what

ting detrudion. This is it we
haue ro marke frflof all. But
E.iij, how



440  Foh.Cal38. Sermon vpon

how many are there that thinke
vpon this? Nay on the contrarie
fide, there arc a great number,y
would gladly haue nothing buit
idols, vo make a thew in a pulpit,
and aflorithe, asforthe reft, the
worde of God thould be fhut vp
ina coffer, as the Papittes kecpe
their relikes, We fec a grear nme

Cap.ge
that doeth nothis dutie, the gulfe
of hellis open, & God difplayech
his curfe ouer a whole people.On
the contrarie fide, let vs marke
wel,y iF§ word of God beprea-
chedtaithfully vnto vs, and they
y preache t, labour alfo to cdifie
vs with their goodlife, we haue
faluation therein, And we may

ber y wold dallie thus with God, y¢ not thinke this firange,feeing S,

and are angry when they fee men
haue any zcale to preach § word
of God purely, & to amend fuch
thinges as are amifle, and to cor-
rect faulres, What fhall a man fay
of them, but that they haue con-
{pired with Sathan,to put out the
grace of God vttetly , tothe end
they may goe headlong into de-

Paule calleth the Goipell the al-
mightie power of God to faluati-
on,to all that belceue.Bur what?
thereare verie fewe , that hauea
defire to apply this vertue to the.-
felues, Indeed they will fay they
defireto be faued, but yet they
tread GOD his doétrine vnder
theit feere,they could findintheir

firuction? For they finne pot by 4 heartes that there were no order

;gnorance : that that Saint Paule
aith here is not darke,ifthey be-
lecue in God, and beleeue that
the holie Scriptureis hisworde.

Whereof we haue good occafion
to dout as touching them, feeing
there is o great and horrible wic-
kednefle now a dayes, thatthey
that will call themieclues Chrithi-

ofa Church arall.butthatitwere
cleancbanifhed, they thew them
felues as open enemies as the Pa-
piftes do,or rathcr more . Thisis
well knowen,and yet would the

be taken for great Chriftians. Yea
wis, butthen muft chey builde &
make a newe [efus Chrift : for we
fee that God would haue vs fai-

ans with openmouth,do (o ville- 30 ten our (aluation of our foules, as

noufly mock at God & his word,
that they are not avorthie to be
compared to Turks and Heathen
men, but are doggcs and fwine,
that defpire God openly before
all the world, and fthewit plainly
by their decds.But iftheybelicue
that this which S, Paule fpeaketh
here tame ffom the holie Ghoft,
they fhall neede no glofe as they
may in hard places : for he (hew-
eth, that whenthereis a teacher

it were to the word y is preached
to vs in his Name,& inhis autho-
ritte. And I'wouldto Godiuch
maner of men had fuch thepherds
as they could withe, & yitmight
be to their faluation, I'would be
farre offof Geneua, & I would to
GodImight neuer come within
two hundreth miles, to dothem

40 good,fo y they had men ¥ fought

or their {aluation.But wh at?they
would have diuels, If fuch manes
peo-
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people were angtie, that our life
were naught, that we were too
negligent in preaching and con-
firming ¥ good do&rine,by good
examplé and good conuerfation,
it were well wee had therein
ro acknowledg our fault & lewd-
nefle, & confefle with fhame that
we haue walked amiffe, But what?
There is queftion of nothing, but
of {pewing out their poylon a-
gainfl vs ,bycaufe we delire, (be
our weakencfle neuer fo much,&
though we are farre offin doing
our ductie as we ought }to haue
God ferued and honoured, and
that men render him thathonour
and authoritic he deferucthand
is due to him.But yec men wil fay,
wee will doe this and that , Yet
whenall is done,and we haue caft
our cards, when they haue prated
and pratled of rule, and principa-
litic , and of what foeuer the wic-
ked lay for them felues, as much
asthey can, yet we {ee thatthe
marke they fhootatis, that there
may bee no order nor policie 2-
mongelt vs, thatthere may bene

the 1.Eps.to Timotbie.
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fes,or at le( wife,we make a fhew
as though we fawit not,(hall we
then I pray you bee well worthie
to be condemnned ? Thercfore to
come to Saine Paules purpofe, or
rather to continie it, let vs marke
whatis faide here: to wit, if wee
defire to bee faued by gods hand,
we mult feelce our faluatis inthe
dodtrine whichis preached ynto
vsin his name.

1fwe malice and difpite at men,
it will coft vs dere . For they that
are melancholy and froward,that
will neither eate nor drinke, whé
hurte they or wrong they ¢ Euen
folet vs be {pitefull againit God
his word, for the hatred we beare
to men, and wee {hall {urely pe-~
rithe . Nowe feeing i pleated -
God to fendc to vs, and feeing he
will haue vstobee inftructed at
there mouthes, and that they {hal
be our guydes to thew vs ourfal-
uation,let vs beware we proucke
not God to anger by wittingly
cafling his gracc awayce from vs,
‘This is 1t we haue tobeare away.
And therefore feeing God offe-

renercnce (hewedto the word of 63 rethvs fuch anhelpe to faluation,

God,y menmay mocke & {toffe
at it, as they Jift . This is the con-
trouerfic amongeit vs at thisday,
and y hath ben toffed too and fro
a great whyle : and beatily filthi-
nefle groweth (o falt on,that ther
isno talke of diffembling and clo-
king it,both carely and late mens
mouthes are full ofit: forthe vi-
lanieistoo great
isknowen a far off, & yet there is
no talke of it athome in our hou-

asto haue his worde preached to
vs, and that wee fhoulde be ede-
fied by gond cxamples,lecvs fec
we make our profit offuchatrea-
fure : for otherwile our vathank-
fulneffe thall not be excufable.

Nowe bycaufeall that callthem-
{elues Chriftians are not {o,Saint
Paule (aith,-hac Timothie fallfins

. And when it 40 them that beare b , giuing vsto

vndeftande, that there fhali bee

no faule bat in themielues whome
. ' Ee.v, Ged
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God calleth by his word, ifthey.
be notbrought to the way of fal-
uation when they haue a faichful
thepherde to guide thé. But wee
ar far fr6 being al fuch hearers as
S.Paule requireth here. Truthic
isthat fome will come to church
when they thinke good,yea and
that to fhewe,that they wil haue

liberty to do what they litt,& be 1o

fubsett tono order nor pollicie,
So that they come hither(as you
wold fay)to fay this:fe,here Tany:
but yetI wil come whé it plefeth
mc, for as for me, lam not of the
common {orte, So that there are
fome that remaine thus beaftly,
that whereas they thould profie,
they will do nothing but {lcepe.
There are other that will not bee
{o beaftly,and ye fhall fee fome

hopeftie in them,they wil not be 0

Impudent and paft fhame to dil-
pite God, and tread the order of
his Church vnder cheir feete, bur
yet their eares are verie long,fay
to thé what you will,itis all cne.
Some {lecp,other {fome arc as ful
of poylon,as todes, and can abid
no do&rine, vnlefle they knowe
before what fhallbe raught thé:
otherfome come to fpie what 3
we {ay,as the prophete precifely
calteth Inthe wickeds teeth, and
wpbradeth ¥ houthold cnimics
of the Church of God, that they
lay wayt for thé that {peake,and
feke totrape théintheir words:
& ifthey can get onc word van-

tage againft the, then make they ,

great noife . Ho, this may not be
fuffred, wee muit take order for
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this. And thus 2 great number o
them that call them {elues Chei-
ftians thew plainly thatthey are
not of that {orte of thole hearers
that Saint Paule meanethinchis
place.And why {o? For 8. Paule
fpeaketh not here of themthat
heare,asifaman fhould loke v-
pen his face ina glafle,(for fo S,
Iames vieth this finilitude)bue
he fpeaketh of them thatreceive
the doétrine quictly,and thewe
théfclues teachable not forone
day, but ¢6tinue to profit in god
his fchoole. And therefore when
wegiue fuch an eareto God, v
wee are content to be taughe by
him, and (hew that d efire,not for
a fmall feafon,bucas long as wee
live , then thall we be taken for
Gods {cholers,and good hearers
of his worde and fhall be parta«
kers of {alnation that is offred vs
there:butifin fteed of hearing,
fomé flope their eares, other be’
as drunkardes , other fluggithe
and fleepie,other doe bur make
aicaltatit,we cannot bring fuch
men to {aluation. For what can
wedoe,feeing they refilte God?

o Andtherefore the Gofpel which

of it owne nature fhould be afa-
uour of life, isby this meanes
turned to death. So that wee {ee
hereby howe wicked men are,
God caufeth his funne to fhinne
vppou vs, and we take cccalion
to be more blinde, God fendeth
vs his word,to make vswalke in
his obediéce, & irhardencth vs
mote & more. Therefore whi we
doinfuch wife preuent God his
‘ pure

*Tam,r. 28,
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purpofe is there nota mifchie-
uous and curled rebellion invs?
To be (horte we turne light into
darkencfle,life into death, bread
into poyion,this we doe. But af-
tet that Saint Paul hath {aid that
the Gofpell through the malice

of men ,isaiauour of death, he -

addeth notwithftanding , that it
is a fweete (anour of God :and
addeth this precifcly, to the end
we fheuld take good heartesto
vs when wee fee the vnehanke-
fulnes of men, and that wee can

not bring them o faluation,asit’

were tobe withed , yerrmuft we
not leaue off to employ our {el-
ucsand take paines cherin. Ther-
fore if we fee men goc aboutto
catt away themfelues and refufe
the grace thatis offred them by
our meanes,lec vs ftill go on,but
it {hall be to them condemnatt-
on that wce Prcach.An'd though
the do¢trine that commeth- out
of our mouthes is afavour of
death to them, and condemneth

~ them,yetisita good and fweete

fauour to God {2ith S.Paule. He
accepteth our feruice . Thisisit
we haue to note,& make anend
of this place, to wit,that the mi-
nifters of the word of God,muft
dire&e them fclues toall,both
fmalland great, theymufthaue
this defire to edifie all the world:
but if there arc deafe men that
can not heare them, if there bee
wicked men that refufe to heare
them, iftherebee  {coffers that
bring al to confufion,what muft
they do?Let them go on flil, and

the 1.Epi.toTimothie.

call as many to God asthey can,
asit is faid in the Prophet Efay.

Sce Iamhere, andthe children gpy  14;

which thou haft giuen me, Ther-
fore we multtake pains to draw
all the-wotld to {aluation, if thee
beany wilde coltes and fauage

.- beaftes, tharwithdraw themfcl-

ues from the flocke,well, fo thae

to we haue fought theit faluation

as muchas we could,let vs o on
further ; knowing that this fauor

... ofdeath fhall notwithftanding,

be aiwect fauour to God,& ac-
ceptable tohim: letvs fay with
the prophet Efay. Lord beholde
hered am , & the children which
thou haft giué€ me: knowing that
God muft giue his (6ne thé that

a0 are his, & that his fon muft feede

vs, to the end that he may be the
cheefe Shepherd. And thisisit,
we haue to beare away. Moreo-
uer,cucrie one of vs mufte make
his profit of this doctrine, & el
pecially we muit not be offéded,
whé we fe fanage people,&horn
mad beafts, thac will in no wile
frame themfclues to God, nor

30 haue a quiet and well natured.

mind,to obey true dottrin. Ther
fore whe we fe fuch wild beafls
v do nothing els but waft & fow
difcord & difcentié in }7 Church
let vsnotbe difquicted & offé-
ded,notwithftiding their attépts
& practiles,but feingy diuel go-
eth about by ¥ meanes,to break
our harts, & to difcourage vs,let
vs not ceafe foral y,to goon [l
cbtinually to preach this doftrin
whichisy mighty power of god
' ) for
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for cur filuation, and fceing wee  the face ofour goodGod confef-
haue oncc entredinto thisraceiet  fing our faultes, and praying him
¥$ comtinucin it, all the dayes  that it would *pleafchim,to bring
of our life, cuen to death, vs tofucha repentaunce, that we

- may be forie wee haue offended
Noweletvs fall downe before  him, &c. :



