The 35.Scrmonvppon the fourth Chapter.

E 14 Defpife not the gifte thar isinthee, which was ginern thee by prophefe,

with the laying on of the bandes inthe elder/bip.
rs Exercife the[e thinges, bein thefe thinges  that itmay be feene hawe

thoa profieefl ameng allmen.

‘ Q;; fons that ought to
“|E@ 3| mouevsand egge
f% vs forwarde:b%%
L——"‘" =21 ftowe the graces
of God to make them auayleable
and to purpofe . The oneis, by-
caufe thac hee that doeth not
enforce him felfto put the grace

_inpradlile whichhechath recei-

71 Here are two rea- 30 and if wee fo keepe them va-

der,and fmother them that they
beenotknowen , itis as much as
ifaman fhoulde calt a trealure

. intothe water , But God will not

that that whiche hee hath ap-
pointed to his praife, fhall come
to nought , ot bee put out. The
other reafonis, accordingly as

God hath beftowed his grace vp-

ued ,doeth as much as in him ly- 40 pon vs ,he bindeth vs therewith-~

eth to burie the grace of

God.For God will bée honoured
when hee giucch vs hisbleflings,

all ynto our neighboures to the

end that they may be edified, For

no man is'rich for himfelf, buc we

Ddiij.
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‘muft make onc an other partaker.
ofthat which we hauc receiued,
8 fee that the profite be comon:
a5 §.Paul alfo handleth it at large.
innthe 12.R0.& 1.Co.12.Thelc I
fay are ytwo regardes we ought
to hauc,to v end ¥ we do notbu-
tie y gifts of God , but applic thé
to our vie. We know what s faid
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had appointed to fonoble & ex- -
cellentanvie,asI fayde, Yea, &
wee deceiue our neighbours allo
when our mindesis not vpponit
to hielpe them asmuch as we can,
according to that abilitie that
God hath giuen vsinto our han-
des. I haue wherewith to edifie
my neifghbours, I doeitnot,Iam

inthe parable of the negligentetoa theefe : for that that Godgaue

fervane which buried his mailters
money. Forhee was commaun-
ded te putit foorth to gainc :the
maificris not without caufe an-
grie that his monie was {o vnpro-
fitable . But the giftes that Ged
giueth vsare a great dealebeuter
and more to bee efteemed then
golde and filucr. For they are the
markes ofthe holy Ghott . And
therefore {ecing they oughe to
‘be precious. vnto ys,let vs learne
to make them profitable asGod
aoeaneth wee fhoulde and com-
aaundethit. And folet cuerie
gnan {ce to him {elfe , and knewe
and make accompte of that that
‘God hath giuen him, knowing y
itisnot Gods meaning it {houlde
be layed vinder foote.What then?
Hath one mana good witte? an
other {lrengthand might? ane-
ther learning ? an other in office
and dignitic ? let euerie one of
them thinke, that God will bee
jerued and honoured by fuche
meaites,thisisit ¢ ought to ftirre
vsvppe to make the graces of
God zuaileable.  Whofocueris
negligentinthis cafe fhall beta-
ken fora Church robber, bicaufe
Le hath prophaned that that God

mec, was not for my felfe that I
might buric it, the fruite of it is
common , my ncighbours cughe
to be edified by . Therfore whé
Tturne thatto myne owne {elfe,
whichGad hath prouided for my
neighbours, 1 thould be punifhed.
for withholding that which other
{huld haue received by my mea~
nes: forTaman vnfaithfull fe-
o Warde,asthe feripture alfo thewa
eth vs, thaticis vppon this con~
dition that our Lorde hath-diftrie
buted the giftes ofhis holy Ghoft
to vs: as if the goods of anhoufe
were comitted to our charge not.
that we thould deuoure it, and to
doe with it whacwe lift, butv&
it as the maifter hath appointed..
Andtherefore S,Paule doth now
o cominand Timothie, That be def~
ptfe not the graces whick hee recein
wed. S, Paulewarneth Timothie ¥
he thall not only do vericeuillif
he abufe and hurte the Churche
with that thathereceiued,but ad
dethalfo that ifhe doe not only
employeitand labourto make it
{ferue & to beanaileable, he fhall
o be guiltie beforeGod. Trueit is ¥
S.Paule fpeaketh here buconlyto
one man, but this do&rineis ¢3-
man
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mon and euerie oneof vs ought
to be ftirred vp by this exhorta-
tionto doe hisdutie . Andthere-
fore know we whé God hath pla~
ced vs inthis wotld, andichath
plealed him to beftowe the gra-
cesofhisholy Ghoft vpponvs,
thatit is to the end he may bee
honoured of vs, And moreoucr,
bycaufe weehaue toliue as men
bound together in one with the
truc band of charitie , we haue to
fee cuery one of vs,that we profit
our neighbours as muchas wee
can.]f wedo this, we fhallnot
defpifethe grace of God , ro wir,
if wetake paines that it may pro-
fite all men in common, and that
hemaybe glorificd that is wor-
thie, let no man put foorth him-
felfe ambitioufly to fhewe him-
felfe ,and to bee incredite : For
that is to robbe God of his righte
hee deferucth , but let all ourin-
tent and purpofc and the marke
we fhoar at be rather,thacall the
worlde may knowe the goodnes
of God i thathee hath  {hewed
him felfe fo bountifull towards vs
and hath {pared vs nothing. Ther-
foreletGod be knowentobe the
authour of all goodnes & letall
praifebe giuento him and thus
fhalnothis graces bee dilpifed.
Morcouer as the gloric of God is
precioustovs, and the faluation
of our neighbours deare to vs,let
vs{ee that wee bellowe zllthe
graces of the holyGhoft that way
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asin deed they driue to y mmarke. 40

But §.Paule {peaketh precifely
ofthe grace that Timothie recei-
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ued whenhee was made a fhepe-
herdet: for he fpeaketh of the lay-
ing on of handes , and of the El.
derfhip, True it is that this word
Elderflrp, may bereferred to this
office wherin Timothie was,whi.
che was )'I companic of Elders &
Auncients,that is to fay,of fhepe-
herdes ofthe Church, But wee
know what §. Paule meaneth,for
as for this fentéce there is no dar-
kenes in it:to wit,that Tim, when
hee was a minilter,receiued grace
fr6 God, Yeaand S.Paule gineth
him tovnderftid )‘r {ecing it came
to pafle by prophecic , God mar-
ked him eothe ende he {houlde
be chofen to this officc , and
therefore this ought the more to
inflame him and giuc him bet-
ter courage,feeing thathe thould
otherwife refilt God & his elec-
tion,ifhe fhould not behaue him
felfe farthfully inhis ofice . Now
that we may make our profice of
this text we haue to note firfte of
all thatthis ceremonie of laying
onofhandes vpon his head that
was made and appointed paftour
was vicd amongelt the Apoftles
as they alwayes kept fome forme,
}'r had ben vled of long time in )er
Chutch of God, Therefore when
they mademinifters,they vied this
ourward figare , of laying their
hands vponfﬂ head: And why fo?

To make anholy offering to
G ODof it: Forit was thefa-
{hion of the law to offer the facri-
ficesfo.Yea, and the olde fathers
vi{editalfo intheir folemne prai-

ers (aswee {ce cuen before the
Dd.iiif. law
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lawe) they layed their handes v-
pon his heade whom they would
commend toGod . And thus we
fee it was no needlcfle thing to
make minifters after this foree,
with laying onofhandes . And
why fo ? Forboth they them fel-
ues and.all the people were put
inminde,that when a man , is cal-

led to this officeto preache the ©

woorde of God he is no more his
‘owne man, neither at his owne
‘choyfe, but that he muft dedicate
himfelfe wholy to God. Notthat
all the faithfull bee rotas well of
that ftate and condition : for S.
Paule fpeaketh not dnelyto the
minifters of the worde, when hee
faith,I exhorte you byf{ mercie
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ans , Andwho can bee fufficient
tofucha charge ? But wee haue
this remedie to wit,that feeing it
pleafed God to vie the feruice of
men in this office,he giueth them
alfo furniture meete forit . And
thercfore mufl they that'are fit -
to bee minilters dedicate them-
felues wholy to God, to the end
that he may gouerne them by his
holy Ghoflc,and bee folemncly
commended vnto him,to the end
he may giue themboth the fpirit
of witedome and knowledge, the
{pirite of vertue and zealc, the
fpirite of conflancie, the {pirite
of charitic, meekenefle, and pa-
ticnce. Therefore when in olde
timemen layed their handeson

that God hath thewed vs, to of- 20 them, that were chofen 20d ap-

Fer your felues lining facrifices,
but heerecachethitouttoall the
<hildren of God, and to all the
‘faithfull without diftinétron, But
yet fo it is that heeis called to
preach the doétrine ofthe Gol-
pell, and to diftribute vnto vs
the foode of life and faluation,
hatha ftreighter band a gretdele,

pointed for paftours,they prote-
fted therein, thatit was ncedfull
that God fhoulde poure outhis
vertue yppon them, totheende
that they might faithfully exccute
their office. And therefore Saint
Paule fpeaketh in this place of
the laying on ofhands vpon Ti-
mothie .And theweth therewith.

hee s his owne man no more, but 30 all ¥ that figne was not vaine and

wholy appointed for the Church
of Ged.This is that warning that
was giuen by this figne of layin
on cﬁhands ):TAnd bgycaufc itB:s 1%
high & weightie a charge to bear
the meflage of {zluation , to fette
Godandmen at onetogether &
affure them of forgiucnes of their
“finnes therefore muf! God needs

wotke here. Foritis nor without

caufe that Saint Paule crieth out
in the fecondeto the Corinthi~

nedelefle : for God made it a-
vaileable by adding his grace
thereto . Byeaule the ele&ion of
Timothie was holy, & ruled asit
oughttobe,God alfo had a finger
init and fat as cheefe and prefi-
dentinit, and when prayer was
made fot the man, God made the
feele by effc&,that nothing is yn-
profitable that he appointeth, bue
that the vertue cfhis holy fpirite
isjoyned therewithall,

This
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"Thisisit in fewe wordes we haue
to note. Butthough Saint Paule
fpeaketh here to Timothic, yet
the do&trine is for vs. Andther-
fore let vs learne , that when we
muft haue minifters to preach the
worde of God, cuerie one of vs
muft then haue care to pray forit
is not a paftime for litle children
as we calit.)The queftion is,that
the church of God (hould be go-
ucrned as he hath appointed it
He ¢feth this meanes, & will haue
men kepe it without breach euen
to the end of ¥ world. Wil we thé
be gouerned by God? Knowe we
that we nuft haue an efpeciall
<are to choofe faithfull minifters
and fuch as are meete to execute
their office. For(as we haue feene
before) it is a matter of no fmall
importance,to gouernc the houlfe
of God.Then muft we remember
that that §. Paule added in thofe
dayes , that there is a myfteric
that paffcth? very Aogels wits,
that God was made manifeft in
the flefh. And therefore fecing
the mintfters of the word are cal-

© thet EpioTimothie.
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mentes which hemay vfefor our
faluation. This is-one poiat. And.
let vs marke that whenwe go on
in this fort,praying,euerie one of
vs that God would gouernthem
which beare his worde, he will
giue vs tovnderftandin deed thae -
our prayers are notin vaine, but
that he doeth diftribute to them.

to thatfhalbe chofen,fuch giftes &

graces as fhalbe requifite and ne-
ceffarie for them to doe their du-
tic,& exccute their charge with-~'
all.Morcouer we fee thatitis vp-
on good occafion, if God giue vs.
menthatdo not their dutie well,
and gouern the Church vertuouf-
ly as it ought tobe : for who is
there amongit vs that once thin~

20 keth vpon it to pray to God to

touch them with his holie fpirite,
whichare appointed and fette in
this office ? There are fome that
would with all their heartsthere
were no minifters, norany forme:
of religionin the worlde, but a
play and a paftime,that the word
of God might be vtrerly buried.
And thefe men hide not them~

led to gouerne the houfe of God, 3¢ felues,they are fhamelefie dopgs:

which is his Church, the piller
that vpholdeth the trueth , {eeing
that fucha trcafure is committed
1o them, asthis, that God will
haue that woonderfull myfterie
which he publifhed to the world,
to be brought vnto vé by their
mouthes , ncedes muft we (as I
faide) haue this care tc pray to

whiche barke and bay , as if the
found and noife only of the word
of God tormented them: for they
will take beede their earesbenot
too much beaten with it : they
play the glutrons, the dronkards,.
inthe fermon time. Truth itis that
they will come hither fometimes,
but it is for nothing but to be

Godthat he would direct vs in , feene: for they are as verie fwine

{uch forte , that the menwhiche
fhalbe cholen,may be true inftru-

ftitl as they were before, & treade:
all doétrine vnder their fecte as.

Dd.y. {yinilh~
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fwinifhly as cner they did. And
when we fee that they chafe {o,8¢
bein fuche rage agamft the fer-
mons, may we not knowe that
they are farre from hauing fuch
a care and zeale as Saint Paule
theweth here al Chriftians ought
to haue, to pray to God that his
Church may be alwayes furnifh-
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minifters, did not only make fuch
comunon prayers , buradded faf~
ting alfo,that they might proceed
therein with greater vehemencie,
and that eueric one might be put
in minde the better,that it was no
{inal mater they went about. And
therefore if we will that God go«
uern the Churchin our time,and

ed with faithfull thepeheardes? 3o ifwe defire to hauemen thatma

Asfor other they pa[ﬁ not for it,
they thinke it belongeth not to
them, & that they neede not care
for it, and that it toucheth not
them one whitte what mini(ters
they haue? And therefore when
there is fuch negligence and con-
tempt, can we marucll, ifGod do
not alwayes fend vs fuch fheepe-

beledde and guided by his holie
{pirite, to the end they may em-
ploy them felues for our faluati-
on,lct vs learne to be more dili-
E;:m: to followe the rule that is

hewed vs here : to wit, that we
commend them to God, whiche
are in the office,to the end thathe
may vie them,and powre out the

heardsas were to be defired?’And 3¢ vertue ofhis holie Ghott vpé the

furely itis a thing ro be woonde-
yed at,)? ourlord fendeth vs men
at this.day, that indeuour and de-
fire to preachthe worde well and
purely,and feeke for the faluati-
on ofthe Chuech , and haue fuch
affeétion toit, It cannotbe, 1 fay,
but that God herein {furmounteth
our malice and vnthankfullnefle

in fuch fore, ¥ they be notdead 8¢
vnprofitable inflruméts, If we do
fo, know we(as 1{aid)y God will
neuer fuffer his fignes which he
hath appointed to%c vain:but we
thal percciue the fruit of thé. And
therefore itis {aid y Timothie re=
ceived grace, when he was called
to his office, whé hands were laid

{ceing that no man bendeth his 30 vponhis head, it was to fanctifie

heartto pray.to him. But yct this
do&rine thould be ‘better obfer-
ned of vi,te wit ,thatifa Church

want a theepheard, eueric one of

vs Thould be carefull, as if it were
forhis owne bufincfic , and pray
carnclily to God that e would
choole fuch an one, ashe know-
eth to be fitte to exccutefucha

him to Gods feruice,and to ratifie
his cle¢tion by this holie ceremo-
nie,which God had allowed from
all times. And therfore this figne
WS not 2 vaine 'thing,& as 2 vain
fhadowe and figure, For §.Paule
faithin exprefle words,that grace
was giuen him . But we muftalfo
matke this {fobrietie & modeftic,

charge, when itis committed to , o, toattempt nothing of our owne

him, Forfo we fee that the Apof-
sles, when they would ordeine

braines : forwe {ee what came to
pafle inthe world, & the pradlife
is
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is at this day too manifeftamon-
ﬁcﬁ the Papitles.For the Papiftes
auc inuented facramentes for
their Priefthoode , aschey terme
themNow what a diuelith bold-
nefle is thisinmen, to inuent ce-
remonies after this forr, yea and
ro cal them facraments, es though
the gracc of Ged werebound to
them, and the vertue of his holie
Ghoft:but we fee how-itis. The
Pope maketh his Priefles with
great pompe.And itis true, that
they haue laying on ofhandes a.
mongeft them, butit is butas a
{mall acceffaric, it isnothing. Yet
muft they greafe them & annoint
them, Forin deede the Popifke
Pricfls are not called to ¥ {eruice
~of GOD to be pafours ofthe
Churche,butare appointed tobe
bouchers of Iefus Chrift, to mur-
ther him eueric day : for looke
how many Mafles are foung or
{aide among the Papiftes,fo oftis
Jefus Chritte murthered amongft
them . For they fay,they facrifice
himto God his father: and afa-
crifice can not be made without

the1 Epi.to Timothie.
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crafte ? And therefore hath God
allowrned it to curfinges. For
what doc the Popithe Prieftes
but become Diuels, thoughthey
were Angelsbefore ? Andthere-
fore G OD maketh them fuch
doltes,that there is nothing to bé
{feencamongft them, bucabot-
tomlefle pitt , and an hellith con-

1o fufion: whatfoeuer they had of

God amongft them, is come to
naught. - '
And therfore let vs learne not
to be haflic in forging figresat
our own pleafure burlet vs con-
tent our felues with the fimplici-
tie that God hath appointed, and
then we fhal feele by experience,
that there is nothing appointed

20 in vaine 2nd without profite, But

ifwe pafle meafure, and cuerie
one ol?vs take leaue to docthis
and thar,itis certeine that Ged
wil mocke at our follie and pride,
and wil bring vs to fhame & con~
fufion. This is it we haue o beare
away. And therefore when the
holic Scripture fpeakethto vs of
Baptifme,and of the fupper of our

bloud : for that doth a Teitament 3¢ LordTefus Chrifte it {heweth vs

require. And therefore fecing

they will viurpe this office, te fa-

crig’cc Tefus Chrift, itis.as muche
as if they called them felues his
bouchers.

. This importeth their Popifh
prieflhod,itis an hellith facrilege.
But yet they hauc ceremenies al-
foinuented of their owne braizs,

thatit is net in vaine that water s
put vpon our heades.For becaule
God hath appointed that figne &
will haue vs to vie it,he wil make:
it auailable, it fhalbe a good wit-
neflete vs that we fhall be waf~
fhed and cleanfed from ourfpots.
and filthineffe by the bloud of his.
{foone, and thall be renued by the-

they greale their fingers,they dif- , o vertue of his holie Ghofte, and

guile them likc apes.  And what
asall this,buvacharme & witch-

by that meanes alfo the naughti-
neflg of our fcfh & nature,thalbe:
' killed:
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killedin vs. And why{o? Forhe
is the authour ofit, his promifeis
inyned therero, and it is he onely
that can binde himfelfe to vs . So
ftandeth the cale alfo in the holie
fupper. For {ceing that our Lorde
Iefus Chrite his minde is that
we fhould keepe it, to be certifi~
cd & affured that he is ourmeate
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fore we may not maruell, if God
haue made them fuchbeafls, thae
they haue neither wit nor reafon,
andinfteede of cleanfing them-
felues, they pollute themfelues,
and runne ouer the eares in durt
and filth the vileft and fhameful-
Ieft thar may be.So is it with theit
mafle:for they haue not only per-

and drinke,when we come to this g uerted the purc and lawfull vie

holic table,ivis not barely to cate
a morcell of bread , and drinke
three droppes of wine, butto be
partakeys of the life of our Lorde
Telus Chrille, to be foftered and
fedde with his verie fubftance, to
fecle thatwe are made partakers
:oFhislife, Thus doeth our Lorde
worke by the vertue of his holie
Ghofte inthefe fignes whiche he
hath appointed to the end they
thould be effetual and pithie in-
ttrumentes. But{ce, the Papiftes
would haue a thoufdd baptifmes.
Forwhatis yholie water as they
{ay? Athoufand baptifmes, Yea
wis:as though God had not benc
wife inough to appoint that that
heknewe to be neceflarie for vs,
His minde was that the faithfull
fhould content them felues with
one Baptifme all their life long:
in come men that marre it,& doe
cleanc contrarie, and fay it is not
fufficient, vnlefle there be 2 me-
moriall to renue that baptifme
that was oncc done. And {o what
arc all their afperges of holie wa-
terthat the Papiftes vle ? Euenas

of the fupper of out Lorde lefus
Chrift thereby, but haue fette vp
an abhomination cleane contra.
tie to the holie fupper. We holde
the onely and alone,and cuerlal™
ting facrifice whiche was offered
by Iefus Chrift onthe crofle : and
thefe diuels make vs beleene that
Tefus Chrift is daily offred by the,

20 & viurp this dignitic which lefus

Chrift,(as the Apoftle {aith)durft
not take to him lelfe , but waited
till God his father appointed him,
and that with a{olemne othe,as it
isfaidin y Palme,Ihaue fworne,
and will not repent,thounart ane-
ucrlafting Prielt after the order
of Melchizedecke. Andthus we
{ce that euen as the fignes which

30 we haue at Gods hand,and by his

authoritie, are not vnprofitable
& vaine, {o onthe contrarie fide,
we are warncd to attempt no-
thing vpon out owne braincs, &
after our owne fantafie, but fim-
ply to follow that which GOD
hath appoiated, and not prefiime
to adde any thing to i what we
fhall thinke good. Now S, Paule

many renouncinges of the faith, 44 faith that Timothie was made mi-

and bringing thatto naught that
#5od had appointed . And there-

nifter by prophefie : not that this
wasacommon thing,but becaule

Ti.
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Timothie was chofen amongft o-
ther, it was requifite that GOD
fhould giue him fome fpeciall
marke. And thereforeit isnotre-
quifite in all Paftours , that there
thould be prophefic, that God
fhewe from heauen that he will

haue this man or that : bur we-

muftbe content with this fimpli-

the 1. Epi.to Timothie.
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thy felfe wholy therein, fo that it

" may be feene how thou profitelt.

Now when Saint Paule comman-
deth Timothie to exercife thefe
thinges,and to imploy his whole
ftudie therein,and holde himfelfe
as it were falt bound ro it it is not
onely , as we fee before, that he

fhould not defpife that that was

citic, that hauing made due procf 10 giuenhim for the ¢émon profite

and triall,and haning called vpon
God,we choofe them whome we
fhallknowe to be fitte to {erue
him, But yet letvs marke that it
wasnot without caufe, that Ti-
mothie had this fpecialtie which
Saint Paule giueth himhere, be-
caufe the Church of Chrift was
not as yet {ette vp then,and thet.
fore it was requilite that Timo-
thie fhold haue a weighcier charg
thenmany of his calling had. Be-
fide this, there is an otherreafon,
to wit, his yong age,which might
be fome let and hinderaunce to
- him to haue authoritie ouer elder
men. For-he was not appointed
onely in one Charche,(as we fee
before } he had to rule euen a-

ofthe faithfull, but there is more
init,to wit, that he fhoulde not
giuc himfelfe to vaine things, but
marke what may ferue for the fal -
uatidn of the people , & may beft
edifie. And therfore this is oppo-
fite to all ambition, and to all de-
fire,and to all thinges that ci not
edifie much, and are not profica-

20 ble for the falnation of God his

children. And Saint Paule thew-
eth vs hercin, how neceflariea
thing it is for them that are called
to preache the worde of Gad, to
marke well what may ferue the

- Churche-foritis 2 charge (as we

faide before)that paffeth all mans
ablenefle, But yet the diucl gocth
about to turne vs afide, and that

mongft firangers. And this requi- 30 yndera colour of well doing.

red a great perfeétion: and be-
caufe men do willingly fubmitte
themflelues and frame themiclues
to order, therfore it was requifite
for Timothie to beallowed as it
were by God his voyce. And
therefore was this prophefie gi-
uen of him. Moreouer, now that
Saint Paul hath made thisexhor-

Sometimes they that are mirilters
of the word of God will giue thé -
feluesto this thing or that thing,
and yet will take paines to edifie
too, but they holde not theright
way. Therefore thereisagreat
witedome requifice in them, chat
muft beare the worde of God, to
the end they may follow that that

tation hc addeth. Exercife thefz 40 is good,& profitable toall, & not

2hanges:be in them, Fhat s to lay,

be carneft herein : and o'ccupie

bufie them {elues Tcannottell a-

bout what trifles whercin they
o ) Jhall
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fhal trauel muchsand profite litle:
& againe,it is eafic for men to be
Jeddc away {o, through defire to
pleale, & fecke rather to plealure
thento edifie.  And therefore
Saint Paul exhorteth Timothie fo
{traightly to exercife himlelfe in
thefe thinges:as ifhe faid,Lernot
Sheepeheardes that mult preach
the worde of God, if they wil fee
totheir office well that is com~
sicted vito them, be at leafure
to trifleabout vaine thinges « for
there is matter inough to beftow
their wholelabour vpon, if they
do but propofe the infinite grace
that God hath beftowed vponvs
inhis fonne, and exhorte the chil-
drenof Ged to giue themfelues
wholy to him that hath fo dearel

bougheché : this is mateer inou gi;
for them . And therfore if the mi-
nifters of God do that that God
cémandeth them, they fhall haue
no leafure to loofe time , or to be
carricd and led away this way or
thatway, Thisis $.Paules mea-
ninginthisplace. And he faith
precifely, 7o the endit may be [eene
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more and more, Againe,a private
man is {aide to profite , whenhe
feeleth within him felfe thar he
hath a better talt of Gods promi-
fes then he had before, & 15 more
carefull and carnceft in prayer,and
canbetterrefift térations, 15 more
patient, withdraweth him felfe
more 1o this world, thathe may

1o come to the heauenly life. Thus

may eueric one of vs profite for
his owne part : but he thathatha
publique office,and is fet to fhew
all men the way, muft not profite
for his own part only: for he muft
drawe the flocke that God hath
committed to his charge. There-
fore when 8.Paule faith to Timo-
thie , cthae his profiting muft be

20 knowen, he meancthnot oncly

that Timothie mufl profitin ver-
tue for his owne perion, but em-
ploy himfelf [o,that al the faithful
may be brought to God, & grow
vpand increafe, infaith, and all
goodnefle, and in all vereues. This
is $.Paules meaning in chis place.
Now let vs apply this fentence to
our inftruétion.For {ceing Timo~-

nowe thow profiteft . For itis noti- 3o thic was commaunded to labour

nough for vs toftand fill always
atone ftay: we muft goe on: and
not we ouir felues onely , but we
tnufl draw the people tofollowe
vs. For this progtin g which Saint
Paulipeaketh off reacheth toall
the Church. How fhall he,whom
God hath appointed to preach
his word, profite ? To wit, whea

and take paines to make the gra-
cesof God auailable , ¥ his pro-
fiting might beknowen,God his
meaning is the like vnto vsat chis
day: for his word is preached vn-
to vs at this day vpon the fame
condition, that we thould be dai-
ly inftru&ed, and that notto tar-
rie aIwaycs ypon one point, for

hisfervice is profirable, and men 40 that were asif it were fufficient

are thereby confirmed in faith &
feare of G od, and profite thercin

for vs tobauc once knowen what
isinhis worde: but he thinkethie
fict
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not inough for vs that we haue
beene once taught , 2s when we
fende litle childrento {ehole, and
thentake themaway, and thinke
it is no necde to hauc thenal.
wayes at {choole,they muft prac-
tife that that they haue learned at
fomtime.Doth not God thus with
‘Chriftians ? He will not haue vs
leaue off, when we haue heard
twoorthree yeres; as though we
were great clearkes inough, but
wil haue vs to be fchollers 2l the
dayes of ourlife . Sceing it is fo,
et ysknowe that the vie of this
dottrine whichis daily preached
inthe Church s to be perpetuall,
And therefore becaufe God fen-
deth vs the felfe fame doctrive, &

the 1. Epi.to Timothie.
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we increafe daily,fo that § world
may perceiue that we go on, and
profite in God, as we know alfo,
that this carthly lifc is a way, and
that God hath not placed vs here
beneath to gafe chis way and that
way , but fheweth vs y wemuift
walke.After what forte? Oh there
is no queftion of remouing our

10 feete only,wemuft goonto Ciod-

warde, with all our thoughts and
affetions, with all our might and
ftength: fecing we are yet fo farre
ft6 him,we muft take painesto be
ioyned to him,and to flick faft to.
him:fecing our faith is fo weake,
we muft employ our fludic 1o
confirme it more and more ¢ fec-
ingweare fo colde to pray, we

appointeth it for vs, we muit alfo 20 muft pricke and {purre forwarde

profite thereinandbe confirmed
more and more, both infaith and
repentaunce, that we may make
the grace whichis offered vnto vs
by the preaching of the Gofpell,
auailable . For (as we faide) what
God hath appointed,he wil make
it fetue for our faluatis, and gine
the cflicacie of his holie Ghofte

our {clues euerie one of ys,to the
cnd we may bave an cther man-
ner of carnefine(le and zeale to
call yporr Gods name : fecing we
arefo much the more ntangled

with the delights and pleafures of
this world,that we make v world
a god,we-mult do thus much,that

al worldlines may be killed in vs,

votoithe willincreaie itby pro- 30 we muft evericone of vs {frivcto

fiting,fo thar we fhal perceiue he
hath c6manded nothing in vaine,
For by the preaching of his 'gof-
pellhie makethvs profit fomuch
in faith ard patience, that we are
able to bearc all affliélios,as Saint
Paule fhewethin this text which
we haue read and fhall be ex-
pounded after dinner, Ardto be

v fcein[g we are fo cold to thinke
and mufe vpon the heauenly life,
we muft drive to it yea & knowe,
that we ca not do it without figh-
ting, & that we haue rowage war,
not only againft the divel , anda-
gainft al tentations that he raifeth
againftvs , butagainft our owne
nature.For the chicfeft warre that

fhott lee vs know, that we refit 4o the faithfull have is againft them-

God,and put off his grace from
ws,as muche aslyethin vs,valedle

felues, feeing there 1s nothing in

cus veines & (inevwes but refifleth
God,
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Ged, and all our thoughts and
atfections, (as Saint Paule fayeth,
Romanes 8.)are {uche mortall -
nimies againft God & his iuftice.
This is it we haue to thinke vpon,
And therfore io oft as the bel rin-
gethrothefermon, letvs thinke
chus - with our {elues. Alas, the
Lordehath prouided verie weil,

for what {o euer heknewe to be 10

expedicnt for our faluation. For
we are weake , our faithis yetin
the grafle, asitwere we are farre
fronn him. Bue through his good -
neffe he callech vs backe againe,
and when {o cuer it pleafeth him
that his word fhould be preached
vntovs, he eggeth vs to come to
him,and will not haue vs {fointan-
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preachedto vs, and hauing fuch a

" care of our faluation: f{he caft vs

not off, & denie vs to be his,fee-
ing weare fo ynkind to cotemne
fuch grace and goodneflz as he
hath ﬁlewcd vs: but letvs driue
and drawe to that profiting and
going on that §,Panl fpeaketh of.
And letthem efpecially thac have
charge to preache the worde of
God,haue this zeale & take heed
to themfelues, and fay thus with~
inthemielues,whyhath God pla-
ced me here?To the end y church
fhould increale more and more,
and the faluations of men beal-
wayes fought for, Andthevefore
letthe minifters haue that always
before their eyes, to pricke them

gled with the delights and affec- 20 more forward,and let enctie man

tions of this worlde , but that we
fhould haue means yet to return
to repentance, as louingly he al-
lureth vs there vnto, Fortowhat
- purpole wereit, that the word of
God fhould be preached vnto vs
daily,al the dayes of our life,were
ittiot to help ourinfirmities?’And
therfore God acknowledgeth vs

for his owne parte thinke vpon it:
and becaufe we fee that God his
purpofe is fo, let vsbende that
way,and endeuout to frame our
{elues to it,lelt ourrebellion fice
vp an horrible vengeance againft
vs,forthat in fteede of drawing
neere to God,we drawe backe, &
farre off from him, And therefore

and taketh vsto be of his flocke, 30 letvscome neerer and neerer to

{ceing he will haue vs to behis
fchollers all the dayes of our life.
Butlet vs take heede God fuffer
notf{uchea benefite to be taken
fr5 vs,y where it pleafeth him to
reach out his arme to vs,8& be fo
watchfull for vs, (as he fpeaketh
by his Prophets)to cric earely 8¢
beume , as a father thatrileth to

him, {eeing he vlethall meanes
which he knoweth fitte to drawe
vs vito him,vatill he haue gathe-
red vs into his heauenly King-
dome.

Now let vs fall downe before
the face of our good God con-
feffing our faultes, and praying
him that it would pleale himto

lead vs childrento goodnefle: let o plucke vs out of them, and in the

ws beware I fay, that God fuffer
not infiteed of haning his worde

meane [eaflon that he wold beare
with vs, &c.
The




