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Fob.Cal.7.Sermon vpon

€ The feuenth fermon vppon the firft Chapter.

1 haree a!’rcjycﬁ miercie at Gods handes ,for I did it iguorantly throughe

vnbeleefe.

14 Bat the grace of our Lorde abounded fo mm.'bc the more, with faith and

loue, which is tn Chriff lefiss,

15 Thisita furve worde and worthie by allmeanes to be reccined, that lefin
Chrift came into the worlde to fane faners, of whome I am cheefe,

E beganne alrea-
die to declare,
why S, Paule {et~
teth foorth hisig-
notaunce in this
place, and we faide in fewe wor-
des,that it was notto leflen his
fiene,as we {hall {ee anon more at
farge,butto ¥ end, y fich as hane
benclightened in the knowledge
of GO D, and in the faith of his
Gofpell, thoulde walke humbly
in their vocation , and take heede
y they lift not vp théfelucs againt
God, 8 againfthis erueth, which
they know. Anditisa finnethat
cannot be forgiuen (as we haue
{hewed, ) for a mortallmanto
come vppon a pretenfed malice,
and thoulder againft G O D, and
fight againtt his gloric, and go a-
bout to bring his rruth ro naught,
It cannot be, but that creature
muit ncedes be accurfed, and caft
away of God, when it comethfo
farre , Therefore let vs thinke v-
ponour {clues, and knowe that

#H'G O D hath forgiuenys our ig-

his vengeaunce, to rebell againt
him, and that willingly knowing
that itis he againlt whome wee
wagebattell, and not againit any
creature.  Yetaman might aske
a queftion here,Whether thevn-
belecuets haue any fuche know-
ledge, that they thinke to fight
againlt G O D, knowing itis e-

10 uill that they do. For holy writte

faich, That infidelitie is y greateft
blindneflc y can come to man: as
indeede,we are without{enfe &
reafon, if wee knowe not God.
If this bee {o,it feemeth that Saint
Paule confoundeth his matrer,
when he faith, thatit was by ig-
norance, when hee was invabe-
leefe. And faith morcouer alfo

20 inanother place, Thatif ¥ Jewes

had knowenthe Lorde of " glorie,
they woulde neuer haue crucificd
him. And proueth thereby, that
the wifdome of men cannot com
fo high, as to knowe the fecretes
of God,

But this harde matter will be
cafic inough to vndoe,if we com-

rowance wherein we lived, wee , pare the two fortes of ignorance

mufl not prouoke him to anger.
Foritwereto much,to proucke

whicheare inmen, aswee fee by
cxperience. Thereare fome whi-
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cheare vtterly ignorant, asthey
that are moued with afoolifhe
heate, and fuche as want difcre-
tion: .as-at this day , there are ma-
ny amongft the Papifies, which
thinke they doea great facrifice
to God, when they petfecute che
faithfuil , and are hornemadde a-
gainfi the Gofpell . And why fo?
For they vnderftande not what
the trueth of God is : theyhaue
their foolifhe deuotions {oim-
printed in their braines, that whae
foeuer is againfi )‘f » they may not
abideit. Therefore,they thatare
fobeafily, are vtterly ignorant:
and fuche 2n one was Saint Paule
before he was turned to Chrift:
for although he had becne tray-

the nEpi.to Tinothie.

their couetoufnes,their ambitian,
putheth them forwarde , & fet-
teth them on firc:they know well:
inough that they do cuill,butyet
they fee or the othtr fide, thatif
the Gofpell growe on, their ty-
rannie {hallbe abated, and their
purfles {hal not be fo wl filled as
they haue bene. And thisie s chat

10 pricketh them forward,to lift vp

themfelues againft Iefus Chrift, -
and againft his trueth , whiche
they know. We cannot wel iudge
whiche they are;that are pufhed
forwarde with{uch and fo defpe-
rate arage : forthey,as we faide,.
are’ out ofall recouerie : ‘butyet
notwithftanding , we khowe by
experience , that there are 2 great:

ned vpinthe lawe, euen fromr a 20 many of fuch. .And yet fuche as

childe , and was of the number of
Dodtours: yer lift he not to bee

' iﬁnoram for all that : as hee faith,

at v Iewes of his time had a co-
uer before their eyes, and hauing
vnderftanding in the lawe , re-
mained alwayes ignorantin their
beaftlinefle,becaufe they had not
theright ende, thatis to fay, Te-

they are, ceafc not to be blinde.
And why fo? For they hauca
frenfie which carrieth thé away,
although God maketh hisbright-
nefle to thine vnte them , that
they may be without excufe : yet
norwith@tanding , they beccome
beaftes, and arc contentto bee
cartied this way-and that way by

fus Chrift. And this is one Kind of 3© Sathan,vatil he haue wholy made

doltifh ignorance,which, whenit
hathonce got poffeffiofi of man,
moucth & pricketh him forward
to cuill, although he thinke to do
well .

Let vs nowe cotne to them that
finne of malice : as there be many
at this day in Papiftric,whiche are
not moued by their good intent,

them ftocks and blocks. Thus are
the vnbeleeuers ignorant: but yet
it is not 2 imple ignorance. What
then? It is rather (as we haue faid}
afrenfie coupled together with a
curfed rebellion , becaufe they
eanne in no wife be aflured, that
Godalloweth )'r which. thewdoe,
& alfo they goe notabout, cither

as they tearme ic, to ftrive and 40 to ferue him, or honour him.And

fpcake againit the Golpel,as they
dee. What then? Their kichen,

hereby wemay eafily conclude,
that Saint Paule faith , not with-
our.
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cut caufe, that his finne was for-;
gizenhim: yea, becaule hee was
ignorant,for the timey he wasin
vinbeleefe. And thus wee hauca
more fure meaning of this texte,
roapplieitto our profite: andit
is this, that men_arc poore blinde
creatures,ynill fuche time as@€dd
bathlightened themby the grace

ofhisholy fpiritc : and whereas 10

- they thinke to doe well, they are
rebelles both to G O Dand bis
wor d.Let vs then confider what
we are . Knowe we, that we can
not keep ¥ fireight way, if we be
guided by our owne. witte and
wifdome : but the clearencfle of
the holy Ghoft muft rule ouer vs,
Let this be one leffon . Know we,

“tented himlelfe ,
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che'Saine Paule 2ddeth. Anditis
this, Tharthe grace of GO D
s multiplied vppan bim more and
wiore. Wherin he fheweth plainly
that he woulde not leflen his fin,
as 1 haue alreadie declared . For
if ithad beenca fmall and light
fault, to haue infuch fortfought
ignorantly againft the doétrine of
the Gofpell : he would haue con-
and faide no
more , but this,G O D haue pirie
onmee: buthefaith, thaticwas
a pafling & excellent grace,whi-
che was beftowed vpd him more
and more . Doth hee fpeake dif=
femblingly * No,no: £l)’u: prote~
fieth and confefleth that his finne
was deadly ,that it was fo gree-

that when G O.D hath drawen s 20 uous an offence, that it wasneed<

out of the darkencfleaf Papiltric;
wherin we liued,it was of his gret
pitie and mercie that he didit,we
were wretched & miferable cre-
tures,when he powted out v infi-
nite treatures of his goodnes vpd
vs, when hee did not fuffer ysto
perithein fuch a confufed ftate.
And {ecing that hee hath called

full for the praccof God tobee
as it werc 2 Eotr.omlcﬁ'e pitte to
fwallow vp fo horrible and gree-
uousa faulte ., And thisis well
worthie to be marked : for if wee
offende God 1o greeuoufly,when
we knowe not what we doe,ha-
uing onely this foolifh fanfie,that
we thinke that we doe well: what

vsto the knowledge of the Gof~ 3° fhall we fay when we {hall come

- pell, lec vsmarke that wee muft
beecome wholy his fubieétes,and
tame all our wicked affe@ions,
and what foeuer ﬂcfhly' fenfuali-
ticisinvs. For we canfinde no-
thing invs butcuill . And aboue
all thinges, let vs beware, that we
lift not vp our felues againt God
feeing hec hath opened  himfelfe

of 2 wicked and rebellious will to
fight againft him ? Doe we mar-
uchl if'?: oly writte call fuch finne,
an vnpardonable finne, whiche
fhall neuer be forgiuen either in
this worlde,or in the wotlde to

~ come ? Asout Lorde Tefus Chrift
fpeaketh.Muft we thinke that this Matzz.3x

is aftraunpge rizour and feueritic

yneo vs : nor refift his will,feeing g0 of God ?I?»Iay chis ought to make

wee knoweit.
Nowe lct vs come to that whi-

vsbow down our heads indeed,

cuery one of vs may know, thit
‘ we
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we hate neede to be bridled. And
becauic wee are o bent to mif-
. cheefe of our felues,if it were not
that G O D gouerneth vs with
his holy Ghoft, wee mightall
come to the likedeftruction,For
in deede the examples that God
fetteth before out eyes, ought to
make vs feele itlively, and to the
uicke.
- We fee them that defpife )'rword
of G O D, orabufc it by what
meanes foeuer, at the firlt blufhe

they make aieaft of ic,and will -

not fully reit G O D . But what?
Itis but a paftimc for themto doe
enill, to liye a wicked life, to run
with full raine, and to giuethem
felues to all kinde of licenti-
oufnefle. Are théy come fo farre?
Wefee them afterwardto ranc-
kleand beccome full of poyfon
againft GO D, and efpecially
whenhee toucheth themto the
quicke, when hee giueth them
girdes with )‘( fpurre , which they
canotelchew:they become euery
day worfe and worfe , vntill they
come to shis divelithe rage, to
fightagainttthe tructh . “When
wefee fuchlooking glaffes,as our
Lorde doeth fhewe them ys, Ict
-¥s euery man humble him felfe,
and with ail carefulnefle and dili-
gence pray this goodGod, that
feeing he hath cnce reached out
his hande vnto vs, he would hold
vs fatt,yntillhe haug delivercd vs
out of all tentations. And this we
- hauc to note vppon this worde,

thev.Epi.to Timothie.
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where Saint Paule faith, That the 40

- grace of GO D pps muitiphed

: 79

more and more vppon him . Hee
addeth therewithall the meane
and way , that it was , By faseh ¢
bue , whiche isin oir Lorde Iefius
Chrift Here Saint Paule will fhew
howe he was brought to the way
of fzluation,and by whatmeanes:
to witte, that G OD gaue him
faith;and made himnot only trac~
tablc and quiet, but that he recei-
ued the Gofpell moft fweedly &
touingly,and had-no pleafure but
init, ncither any ioy norcom’
forte andreft butinit. That wee
may better vnderftand this fet vs
confider on the other fide, what
was in Saint Paule before he was
turned. Infleede of faith, hee
had nothing but vnbelcefe, he
was apooreblinde man, he was
anhornemadde breaft . And yet
thiswas 2 man that had beene
brought vp inthe doétrifte of the
lawe,in the religiom of the Jewes:
whiche notwii hitanding wenta--
bout to make warres againft the
lawe it felfc againft the religion
whiche hee liou]de haue hol-
den fromhis fathers and auncef-
ters. Andinftcede of this vnbe-
leefe wherein Saint Paul was hol-
denheereceiued the gift of faith,
and hereby was cleane changed.
After that he had beene a cruell
enimie of the Gofpell , as we fee
that heewas full of murthers, full
of cruelties, in fuche forte that he
{ought nothing elfe but to fhedde
innocent bloud , behold howe
G .0 Ddoeth not onely make
him findefome taile in tﬁe Gol-
pell, but fetecth him on fire
T i
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with {uch'aToue thathee forget-
teth himfelfe, hee pafleth not of
his lifc,he accounteth his honour
asfilth and doung, as he {peaketh
to the Philippians : What{o euer
he cfteemed as gaine, & he highly
fet by, s this holincfle, whereof
Lie prefumed that hee was as an
Angel: he faith,that he abhorreth

fa/a.(tal. 7. Sermonvpoir  Cap.1,

cnd that we may finde our falua-
tion inhim -, and accept fuche 2
gifte and fuch a treature 2s GODy
offereth ynto vsin the Gofpell,
that is to fay,faith: and afterward
that we haue loue , that beeing
reconciled toGOD, wecbe-
come fubieét to him , to bow yn-
der his yoke : and then,that wee

atall, and is athamed ofit: yea,8 10 liue among our ncighborsin true

accounteth it as ftincking doung,
And thus we fe now to what pur-
pofe S. Paule fpeaketh oflouc &
faith, whichis of our Lorde Iefus
Chrift. He meaneth not that hee
can alledge his vertues,or thathe
hath deferued any thing,to fay, v
God might be moued therby, But

vnitiec and brotherhoode . This
is the way whichwe muft hold,
if we hauc a longing to inioy fal-
uation, which is{ette foorth vato
vs in theGofpeli: and let this be
for one rule. But it isa doétrine
whiche wee pradtife verie cuill:
for cuery man vl fay fromteech

onche other fide, he will thew, 20 forwarde, thathee defireth no-

that when God woulde haue pi-
ticon him, hee gaue him faith.
and loue, whereas before he was
vnfaithfull, & as a wilde beaft,full
of crucltic, Yet notwithftanding,
e are put in mind of two things:
the one is, that what Saine Paule
protefteth of his owne perlon,we
muftapplieit to our felues : yea,

thing but to be faued . But whart?
How many are there tobe found
)'r haue an earneft zeale to render
fuch obedienceto God, through
faith,as hee demaundeth, and as
mecte is he {houlde haue? Whera
is theloue in Iefus Chrift? We
{ee that evcry mi is giuento him
felfe, and wee pafle not for that,

without exception. ForGOD 30 that God fetteth before vs, and

doth not call men to faluationby
any other meancs, bue by this: y
is today, by giuing them faich &
loue. Wil we then be heires of the
kingdome of God?  Will wee
bee drawen out of deftru&tion,
whercinwe are of nature? Let vs
holde the way which,Saint Paule
{howeth vs inthis place: towitee,
that God openeth our eyces, to

tcacheth vs. And wee muft note
this text {o muche the better, to
the end that euery onc of vs may
learne to keepe vnder fuche hin-
detaunces as turne vs afide, that
wee can not be brought fully to
God, & whenwe hatie once be-
gonne to be ina pood way, let
vs take heede that wee oo on for-

i’ t‘ .
warde more and more, as well in

the endchat wemay come to his 40 faith as in charitie , The feconde

onelySonne, and may know that
Jefus Chrift was giuen vs, o the

point that we hate to remember,
isthis, that faithand charitie are

giftcs
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giftes of God, and men can not of
them felues lighten them {elues.
They can not chaunge their euilt
ftomaches, to loue their neigh-
bours as they ought, when they
once loue God: but we muft nee-
des haue 1t from aboue, it is God
that muft fathion and fhape vs a-
newe by his koly {pirit,and before

the1.Epi. o Timothie.
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applieth this confeflion to a gene-
ral doétrine for al Gods childcen,
to the end that in his perfon, we
may be fo much the more aflured
of our faluation, and forgiuenefle
of our finnes. Therforelet vs note
firft of all, that S, Paule hurmbled
him felfe in this place, to theend
that Gods glorie might be better

we ¢ haue faith, it ishe that muft 3 o knowne, And thisis according to

open our eyes, and giue vs light,
For when S.Paul confeffeth here,
that thefe two thinges were giuen
hitn of God, he teacheth vs, that
nomancanbragge, as thoughhe
had them by his owne witte, or
boeaft ofhis owne vertues, bethey
 ‘neuer fo excellent : but wee are
taught, that who {o cucr they be

that which was {aid this morning,
that God is neuer exalted of vs as
be deferueth, vnleffe we our fel-
ues be vtrerly confounded, and
caft downe to the bottomlefle pit
ofhell, Foraslongasman refer-
ueththe leaft iot that may bee 1o
him felfe, God is {poyled ofhis
right which he ought to haue.

that havefaith,muft holde it from 20 And 25 long allo as men cloake

God. And {fo muft we thinke of
loue likewife : and yerifwe fayle
once, as there is no man but feleth
his faith verie weake, and hislouc
verie{lender and colde, we muft
pray to God for increafe, both of
the one and the other , knowing
that there is no way, burto haue
it from him. Nowelet vs come to

their thame,and couer their filthi-
neffe, God hath not that which is
due to him, as $. Paulethewerh,
in the third to the Romanes , For
wherinis it that he faith, the glo-
rie of G O D appeareth ? Surely,
when enerie mouth is topped, &
we knowe howe much we are in-
debted to him.So chen,vnill men

that which 8. Paule addeth. Thsr 30 be come to areckoning, to con-

it atrue worde, and worthie by all
meancs to bee receined of all men
without doabr, that Chriffe came 1o
Jaue funers, whereof I am the firfE,
Here S. Paule maketh 2 more full
confeflion of that which he tou-
ched alreadie, to wit, that the of-
fence which he had committed in
refifting the Gofpell,was fo great

. o2
demne them felues wholy, and

confefle that they haue nathing
inthem,but only curle, and onely
wretchednelle, and that they are
creatures calt away, & worfathen
naught, virill they be come thus
farre, the glorie of GODisnot
knowne ,asneede isit fhould be
knowne. To be fhort,al the cloa-

and haynous that God wroughta 40 kes that men take, to hide their

3
maruclious miracle, when he tur-

red him. And sherewithall he alfo

villanous and fhameful filthinefle

withall , are cuenfo many clonds
o E. which -
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which hinder the glorie of God,
that it can riot haue it clearencfle
and thewe towards vs. True it is,
that we may petceiue well a lirde
clerenes, although there be clou-
des and myfles, and the time be
fomething clofe:yet notwithitan-
ding, the skic is not faire, we fec
rot this cleare brightnefle,as whé

Ioh.Cal.7.Sermon vpon
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conclude, that ifS. Paul did vpon
good caufe magnific themercie
of God,experience teacheth vs,

we muft do the like at ¢ leaft. Yét
let vs marke well what he faith,
That be g5 the cheefest of all finners,
Thatis tofay, y greatefl & moft
hainous.How {0? S.Paul had neij-
ther bene an whoremonger,nor 2

‘the ayre is cleane voide and pur- 10 dronkard,nor glutton, nor thefe,

ged. “Thus muft we learnc 1o vn-
«coucr our felues, and difcouer all
~our trangreflions, to y end, that
hereby both we ourfelues and o-
ther alfo may knowe howe much
we are bound & indebted to our
God, and howe exceeding great
his gocdnes is, thatit is more the
an endleffe bottomlefle pit, feing
that it pleafed him todrawe vs
out of euerlafling death, whercin
we were al plunged. Therfore let
vs weigh well S. Paules wordes,
when he maketh fuch a confeflis
here.For he tTheweth s here,that
hewill not through vnthankful-
nes,leflen the yneltimable benefir
which he had receued. And what
is he amongft vs,y owethlefle 1o

not man of wicked and defolate
life,as he theweth y he was vnre-
prouable according to the lawe,
and perfiaded him felfe, that he
was very iuft. Why thendoth he
call hin fclfe the greateft finner #
Hercin therefore wefee what an
offence it is to refift the worde of
G O D, althougha mandoe it of

20 ignorance,not thinking to doc e~

uil. We faw before,y $.Paul the-
wed y he diditignorantly, yea, %
hehad fuchazeale as moit of vs
had, vntil God brought vs ynder
his yoke, & yet he faith,y he was
P?grcat.e[‘s finner in }?world.Doth
e play y hypocrise here, inma-
king his’confeffion ? As therebe
many that wil {ay,from tecth for.

“God,then 8.Paul did? It is true,y 30 ward,] am the greatefl finnerand

al of vs haue not bencruel to per-
{ecute the Gofpel, But what let-
ted? Had we not thiseuilinys P If
iLwere not,yet were we as wilde
beafles to thruft away the grace
-of God, and treade his holy truth
vider out feete. Whercby we de-
ferucdinftly,y God fthould clean
caft vs off, And let vs confider

yerare they puffedvp with pride,
& thinke they haue a maruellous
holines, Ab,S.Paule went not this
way to worke, as I haue alrcadie
touched:burhe thewedalthou gh
mé beignorant, yet haue they for
al y, no excufe btﬁ)re.God,but}':
theie finne and iniquiticis fo hor-
rible,v they muft needs confefle,

morcouer, how many,divers,and 40 y he might iufty eaftout his ligh-

fundrie kindes of faultes we haue

tenings againft them. This confir-

committed. To bethort, wormu}  .meth the do&sine which was ex-

I
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pounded heretofore. And indeed,
if we marke what the chefeft fer-
uice is,y god demandeth and ac~
cepteth, we can quickly fay,that
humblenefle isthe greateft facri-
fice yhe allowerh. And hence it
is, that it is faide, that obedience
of faith,is as it were,mother of all
vertues, it 1s the foundationand

the1.Epi.to T imothie.

&
thé,thall be nothing but filth and
abhominatid before him. If there
wereno more but this; one de-
cree, which {hall neuer be called
backe,it were inough for vs. Bue
yetwe muf call to memorie,that
which we touched 2 litle while a-
goe :to wit,y therc is ncuer fuch
ignorance inmé,but there isfome

rootc, and without it all vertues, 1o hidden hypocrific, and obftinate

which are elteemed 8 accownted
of among{t men, are nothing but
fmoake, they are cuen as many
{innes which God condemncth.
When we haue beltowed muche
adoe in prayfing a man, and haue
fet him vpashighe as an Angel,
God will calt himaway, withall
the goodly thewe that is in him,

malice, and rebellion, and con-
tempt of God,as it was in$.Paul.
For although he burncd with a
folith zeale,and thought to ferue
God, yet was he full of pride , yet
plcafed he him felfe, and made
greataccount of him felfe, think-
ing him {clfe to be better then
the beft Chriftian inthe worlde ¢

vilefle he haue this obedience of 20 for in deede,he could abide none

faith . Therefore it will feruc to
great purpofe, for men to fay, I
would not haue though: it ic fec-
med {oto me : for with all their
thinking, and with all their repu-
tad,they fhall be condemned as
rebellious before God. This weld
feeme hard to vs at the firft blufh
to be digefted. Whyfo ? Forwe

af them. ‘And whence came {uch
a pride of his, but cnely that he
coulde not {ubmirt him felfe to
God? When he accounted of him
{elfe onthat fathion, could it o-
therwife be, but Sathan had be-
witched him?for there is nothing
that God blameth imore then this
pride, Ifwee be proud amoageft

fee what paines men daily take to 30 men, and would help our neigh-

fcape out of Gods hand , & fecke
many bywaysand crooked mea-
nes. And whé they may hauc this
cloake, faying, Ithoughtto doe
well, and why will not Godac-
cept my good intent?When,I fay
we can allege this, we thinke we
haue inough: butfuch cloaks are
nothing worth before God. For

bours,God cannotabide it.How
wil he fuffer vs then to come and
caft vp our nofes againt him,and
defpite him? Is ica finne to be ¢x-
cufed,when menare fo prefump-
tuous to fight againft God? Thus
we {ee where 8. Paul was oucr §
eares, vntill he was tamed by the

grace of our Lotrde Iefus Chrift.

he pronounceth,ashe isa compe- 40 He contented him felfe with hus

tétiudge, y when they {erue him
ot obedicntly,what {o sucr is in

ownknowlege, & no man could
bring him to the Go'pell , and
- Ey he
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he waspn hypocrite withall.For i
a man fearch him {elfe narrowly,
& cxamine his life, he muft needs
be beaten downe, not onely with
{hame,but with vtter defperatia.
And could S. Paule, pleafing him
felfe hercin, haue a pure confei-
ence before God ? Nono :buthe
was full of diffembling, Itis true,

Ioh.Cal. Sermon vpon
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their vaine fuperftitions,haue no-
thing but hypocrific in them. For
otherwife, holie writt (hould yt-
terly be falfe. Nowe, as we con-
demne other, fo are wereadieto
iufhifie our felues, and knowe not
that we haue fallen as beaflly as
they : yea, we fee this. For tﬁey
that vnderftande the deétrine of

that he did not wholy refift the 16 the Golpell, howe peake they of

t:ucth of fet purpole, for hewas
ignerant: but yet hypocrifie bare
tom fiay among this ignorance.
And this that we [ay of S, Paule,
muil ncedes be applied to all o-
ther . And thercfore let vs not
thinke it ftraunge any more, for
God o condeinne the rebellion

of the vnfaithfull, although they

their {uperflitions in times paft,
but mockingly ? Which is farre
fromlamentng, and being forrie
forit Howe many may a man find
that are [orrie in their harts,when
they remember howe they were
drowned intheir abhominations,
and vile idolatries ? This is no-
thing ameng them,And yet Samt

pretend not to lift vp them felues 20 Paule theweth vs in his perfon,

of wicked purpolt, or pretenfed
malice : although they feckeall
ftarting holes they can know we,
that God condemneth them,{ce-
ing that S, Paule theweth, that
fuch manner of men are the grea-
teft fimers. This goeth verie far
for howe many may a man finde
at thisday, cuen of thé that know

that they arc horrible offences, 8¢
fuch as cannot be excufed before
God. For if whormongers, dron-
kardes, murtherers, and thecues,
areto be condemned, thereisno
caule why we thould think to be
quit,vnlefle it be bicaufe God v~
feth fo great pitic, and powreth
out the infinite treafures of his

‘the Gofpell, whiche thinke, that 3© goodnefle and mercie vppon vs.

they which erre of fimplicisie, (as
men commonly [peake) cuenall
theyare good men, and there is
no malice in them, no poyfon:a
like matter : butthis is fure, that
we fhall not be iuftified, vnlefle
God make vs newe againe by his
holy {pirie. Which is not don,but
whd we are drawen to the know -

And thus are we taught by this
text, thee it (hall anaile men no-
thing atall, to ftreine them felues
to ferue God, and therin torment
themfelues,vatil they be brought
to the cbedience of faith.So then,
all they that haue their good in-
tentes,(as they call them ) do not
onely lofe their time, and are be-

ledge of our Lorde Tefus Chrifte, 4© guiled of all that whiche they

Then muft we needes conclude,
that afl they that arc wrappedin

thinke to do well, but they pro-
ucke the wrath of GOD , they
heape
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heape vp horrible finnes . When
they come with their deuotions,
~asto heare amaffe,to do their ba-
gage , and torment them felues
with all that which the Papifts cal
Gods feruice ,they are euen-as
many offences , wherewith they
drowne them felues in the bot«
tomelefle pit ofhel: ler vs difpute

the 1.Epi.to Timothie.
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of GO D, we may haue {o much
more carneft delire to receiue
his mercic. For while menhaue
this fimple confideration,to fay,1
am 2 poote finner, they come ve-
rie coldly to God : and whenhe
hath pardoned them theirfaultes,
they will not thinke them {clucs
much bound to him, but will be,

as long as we lift, fee howe God 10as it were, in a flumber. What

pronounceth the fentence, that
thal neuer be called back apaine.
Knowe we then, that the cheefelt
end we haue todriue vnto, is to
frame and giue our feluesto y o-
bedicnce of faith, ¥ isto fay, that
out life be wholy ruled acording
to the word 'of God: and thervp-
on let vsknowe howe miferable

muft we thendo ? Let vs followe
the example of S.Paule: thatisto
fay, letvs not only hauea confu-
fed imagination that we are {in-
ners, bue letvs feele particuladly
what our finnes arc , and what
horriblenefle there isin them , &
what vengeance we haue defer-
ued, vnlefle G O D receiucvs to

we arc, and what condition we 20 mercie , Let cucry man gropeto

werein,votil God drew vs out of
v darknes of Parifirie, where into
we wete entred, which thing we
suft do, to magnifie the grace of
our God,with fgbs and fighes for
our offences which we haue ¢6-
mitted againtt him, & he having
pitic on {o many poore creacures
which went to deftruétion, wold

the veric bottome of his heart,let
him marke well what his life hath
bene, to the end that we mayall
enter into fuch anackrownleging
of our faultes, that we make luch
a confeflton as S. Panle maketh
here, not ffom his teeth forwards,
but to difpefe ourfelues wholy,
to difpleafe ot feluesin our fins,

not {uffer them, to whotn he hath 30 to theend,that euerie one for his

Thewed him [elfe, to fall away
from him,but that they may con-
tinue with him, and followe their
raceeuento the end. And thus
muft wee pradlife this texr. Yet
muft we note morcouer,y y was
touched this morning, yitis not
{ufficient for euery mi to acknow
ledge him {elfe a finger gencral-

parte, may praife theincttimable
mercie of God towird vs. There-
fore, let this imall paltiic ceale to
fay, T ama finner, I knowe Tama
man: forwe {eeme to mock God,
whenwe fay fo,but let euery one
confider. Goeto,Jamnectonly a
finner, to condernne my feife ge-
nerally with other , but T hue

Iy,but we muft confefle our faults 40 committed fuche faultes before

without all diffembling, that be-
ing wounded with Ehc wdgement

God, and yet was Ifubietto fair
greater, vilefle God had prefar-
- F.ij. ucd
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sed me, Andletvsnotfay ? And
what of this man? Is not he more
- worthy to be condemned theaI?
~ Asfor our ncighbours,let vs fhut
vp ourcyes, lec vsnotgoe fecke
their life, to let our owhe go, but
et every man confeffe his owne
finncs, and not confefle the faalts
of his neighbours, to fay. Alas, I
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had floode againft the traeth of
God. For he thought thus, What
is the mateflie of lefus Chrifte 7
Forin him dwelleth al fulnafic of -
the godhead, And Ihaue foughe
againit him, againft this wifdome
ot God, whereby I was made and
fathioned. Ihauefoughtagainft

my redeemer,againlt him of wha

amnot a common finner as other 10 T haue to holde my falnation: He

men are, but there are {o many
faultzsinme,thar Tamatraid: and
God muft needes thewe in me a
greatand fingular grace, to par-
don me {omany fauttes as 1 haue
comunitted again{t him, But (as 1
faid,this muit not be pronounced
only fromthe tecth forward, but
itmuftbelpokenfiomthe heart.

is the judge of the worlde, and I
come to lift vp my felfe againft
him » Where doth all righteouf-
nefle confift,all rule and perfecti-
on of goodnefle, but onelyin the
Golpell? And I would haue tro-
denall this viader my foote.Ther-
fore Saint Paule thinking vpon a
this,confefleth him felf not with-

For wefhall{fee men fay {o, and 20 out caule, to bethe greateft fin-

vet are the greatelthypocritesin
the world : they will fay,T amthe
greatelt finncrinthe world, and
wit they acknowledge theis finne
thinke you # If 2 man come and
tell them of it, they will fay as mé
commonly vie to fay, what ishe
that faith {o? Ifa man rebuke the,
and rell them, Alas, your finnes

are {o hotrible, that nonc canbe 30 mar

more:yea wis,finne > Who darcth
fay fo ? who can finde any fanlt
with me ? Thus we fee that there
are fomne, that doe nothing but
mocke God, when they confeile
them {elucs to be great finners,
§.Paul vfed no fuch diffembling :
fot he condemneth him felfe here
for the greateft finner and the

ner . And thus, when ainan will
well examine his lifeto codemne
himfclfe before God he maft noe
accule his neighbours, (as I faid,)
ifa man wold diligently examine
this manor y man,he {houldfind
himfelf worle:we muft not ftand,
I fay, vpon any mag, but wemufk
bring ourieclues before €od, and

Ec what our owne liues haue
bene, and how we haue behaued
our felues bothtoward God,and
toward our neighbors, When we
proceede inthis fort it is fure that
we will {2y with 5.Paule without
diffembling, Alas, what am I ?
And when we have made fucha
confeflion of our finnces, it will
coft vs nothing to glorific our

cheefeft, as a capteine of enill and 40 God, but we will {ay, AhLorde,

celtruéion:knowing in deed that

it was fo.And why {o? Bicaufe he

what had bene become of me, if
thou haddef not reached out thy
hand
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hande vntome to plucke mc out
ofdeftruction? As we fce howe S.
Paulapeaketh inthis place. For
after tnat he hath made fuchea
confeflion ofhis finns, as we have
heard, O faith he et honourand
glory be giuenco God only,who
is immortall and inuifible, who is
our euerlafting king, When Saint
Paule f}caketﬁ

that he can not fufficiently fet
foorth and declare to the worlde,
the graces that God hath befto-
wed vpon him : asifhe had faide,
that he was in the bottomlefle pit
of death,and God drewe him out
ofit. Therefore, when we fhall
thinke vpon the goodnefle and
mercy of God , and the miferable
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tie, bicaufe God (hal be witnefle,
fo that we thall not be afraide to
rronounce icbefore him, before
his Angels, & before al creatures,

Nowelet vs fall downe before
the face of our good God, with
confellion of our faultes, praying
him that it would pleaie himto

thus, he theweth, 10 make vs know them infuch forr,

that euery one of vs may behis
owniudge,and notlookero haue
him our enimic,and to purfue vs:
but that we may rather be our
owne iudges,to theend , y being
beaté downe within our felues,he
may reach vs out his hand,and be
mercifull to vs,in the name of our
Lorde lefus Chrifle. And feeing,

conditionwherin we were before 20 thae during the ftate ofthis mor-

thathe made vs fecle his grace,
‘we {hall be flired vp to confefle
our finnes, yea,in trueth and veri-

.k ~ M

tall life, we {hall never be {o well
reclaimed, but we fhall alwayes
haue many blemifhes and,&c.

i J -~ s e



