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£ W Ow I will goe forward with the reft of the text that re- Verls.
. maineth,from theeight verfe in thefe words : [ and

be went thenee to Penued Jand [0 forth,as they are ro be
g read beforethe laft Sermon, Herewe shay fee ano-
i ther difcouragement and repulfe that Gedeen (uftai-
ned by the men of Penuel: for he being with his
fouldiers faintand weary, wasdehied bread notonly
. by théof Succoth,as wee haue feene but by the men
of Penvel lfo,as appeareth in this verfe, Fortothem he wentin the faint-
nes and wearines of himfelfand his {ouldiers, and had the repuifc: whereby
hemighteafily hauc been tempted, and broughe tathinke and feare, that
Gd did notapprouc of his iourncy,but did fet himf{elfe againft him. For fo Nocs..
weare wont to conclude by the ill fuccelle we haue euenin good attempts,
cfpecially when theletsbe forsible, many and divers, and one in the necke
of snather : as Zebes affliéiions were, when among hard meffages brought
to him of other calamities that were befaln% him, this was one that the fire
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of God wasfallen from heauen, and had burnt vp thefheepe and the fer-
uants,as if God had beenagainfthim. Sothat we may leameby this, thae
things fometime may goe fo contrary to our defire,liking,and expe&ation,
and thatin duties which God requireth,and will have to be doneof vs,as if
be were'not with vs,butagaintt vs,ycaas if hee would croffe vsia them of
fer purpofe. Qurdutie here is to looke what God bids vs doe,as theman of
God fentfrom [uda thould haue done, who was drawne by the old Pro-
phet ot Bethel contrary to Gods commandement,to eate there, But indeed
the cafe is notaiway alike,when fuch difficultics befall vs : for fometimewe
may more clearcly fee caule thereof, thenacother. Forit may becthe fame
mans cafe,at one time to doea good action, yetin an euill and inconueni-
ent manner: 2nd at another rime to be well occupied,and take 2 good thin

jnhand,and docitin a good manner : inboth kinds itmay fall out,that he
hath many dilcouragements. If things fucceed not with him, wheé he goeth
abour them inthe beft manner, that s, the latterof thefe two ; Whatthen ¢
maynot the Lord tric his faith and patience,by fo croffing him¢ Andin the
firftkind,much more I may fay,what maruell,if the Lord croffe hitn, when
he hath donea good thing in 2 bad manner,to the end he may call himfelfe
to a more due examination of himfelfe, and amend thatwhich was amifle,
ere he take in hand foch holy duties?lt was Gods wil that the cleuen Tribes
fhould fight again{t Beniamn : but were they perfons for their true repen-
tance fit for that bulinefleryea an for all their zeale they wanting the prin-
cipall ; to wit,faith ; that God would bee with them, didthey not goeto
workeamiffe ¢ was there not great canfe therefore why the Lord thould
fightas faft againft them (to driue them to repentance for their renoltings
from him)as they foughtagainft Bewiamin 7 And to teach them that they
wanted meekenefle, louc and diferetion to temper their feruent reuenge
withall,that fo they might doe the holy workeof God in an holy manner 2
Thercfore in fucha cafe let men be contented;nay glad,if God croffe them,
that they may the better fpie out what poyfoneth their beft duties and de-
fires,as pride,rathnes,boldnefle,and learne hereby, meckeneffz, humilitie,
repentance, feare,&c. for God doth iuftly fuffer many difcouragements to
be vpon ‘uch,(as he did alfo oftritnes deale fo with the Hraelites going vp
to Canaan out of Egypr,Exod.3.) that they may Rlay their courfe, in any c-
vill attempts,and proceed more aduifedly and conmendably in their do-
ings. But it falleth out fometime,as I f2id before,that (ore and great difficul-
ties flard vp in mens way,not vnlike to Gedeons : wherein the Lord deales
with his,as if he fending them on a iourney, would make heaven and carth
to be againft them in their trauels, which is greatly to their admiration and

aftonithment. As who would have faid that Dasid had been chofen of God

to be king when yetthe promife thereof, was oft renued and confirmed to

. him,fecing bis dilcouragements were fo many and firong that he metwithe

whereas Saulcame to his kingdome eafily & without tronble ¢ And infuch
cafes, wherein we haue fo much to difmay vs,yct Satan is cuerat handalfo,
to worke vpon our weakenes,and to fet vs much more backwardsefpecially
when wee fhallbeebrought tothinke, Gods deeds feeme contrary tohis
words and promile,as the death of the Shunamites child,which yet had bin
giuen ber 2s 20 vnlooked for blefling.

Now
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Now when itpleafeth God to trie vs, by feeming to fetfich barresin ot
waies,few ofvsare wife inough to fee, or ar leaft, rightly to confider,why it
Is thus with vs,and why God fuffereth things foto trouble vs:but as though
weehad thereby iuft caufe to complaine of his doing,and to expoftulate Noc,
with him ; we begin to doubt how he wil make gaod his promifetovs,and
whether we may goforwardin thegood cuml% inwhich we have begon:
yeaand we are im patient (perbaps) or much difquieted at the leatt,(if we
doc not alfo frerand fome) and fo are difcouraged from our good begin-
nings. Whereby we may fee our froth rather then faith,which feemed be-
foretobee good fubltance, and feele the flinch of our vnfauoutie hears,
which vpon fmall occafion caft out fuch euill fmelles. And yet herein wee
 differ from Gedeon,that,as he was found in his difcouragements and crofles
robe ot tarre greater courage and confidence then wee; fo histriall was in
great matters,and ours bur in trifles for the moft pare.

And not onely when wee bee croffed and hindred in good actions
we do thus,but it we haae but fome one ler in our way,as euen in our com.
mon bufineffe,{uch diftemperature,as I haye f] poken ol thall poffeffe vs : ox
if we haue loft fomething,thoughof fmall valew,yca though it be but only
mifling and outofthe way:or it we be hindred by the weather which is or-
dinary.or(as ottt falleth out)through ourown rathpefle only.as when we Mot
do but frumbleand hurt owr foot againft s fone, what fhould we then bee
like tado, if in going aboutany duty, we (houldhaue fo many and great
lersin the way, and croffings of vs,as may eaily meet with vs,andthofe allo
asitwere fent from Godrorefiftvs 2 It istherefore the fingular and onel
grace of God to inable vs to belicueand bee perfwaded, that hee doth oft
times {uch things ta trievs,and that we may fhew foorth the grace of faith
and patience that is in vs ;and therefore we are to hold our peace fecing he
hath doneit, Aod fuch hinderances and croffings fall out {ometimes,when
weare going to prayer privately, ot in our familie,or to the hearing of the
word preached,or to receiue the ficrament &e. from which no wife body
willfay,we thould be withdrawne by any pretence, asthough wee plealed
not God therein,fecing euen inthem fome lets do rife vpin the way to hin-
der vs, Andthe like we may obferucin thofe difcouragements which are
from within ourfelucs, Forexample,when a Minifter in his caurfe of prea-
ching fhall find ill meafureat the hands of others, whofe good he moft fre-
keth, while they fee not the purpofe of God toward them; (as catofer did
by the Iiraclites when he was firft fent vato them, Exod.s.) or ifthey fhall Exod.6y.
bur defpifc Gads pronidence toward them,as the Pharifecs are faid to have Lakeiy.ca
done,how{thinke we) is this like to worke vpon him ¢ or (whichis more)
if hethall fecle within himfelfe great vafitefle, as Mefés did,Exod.3.and Exod.g.e.
fome vawillin nefle,deadnefle,droufinefle,or want of affiftance from God ‘
indifcharge olgthc worke of his miniftery, (all which are great dam ings to
aman,who hath vied the beft meances to furnifh himfelfe both with kaow.
ledge and confcience) and yet cuen the beft fometimes haue the roofe -
hercofin themielues.” What thonghus (chinke we)are like to arife iss him in
fuch a cafer Therfore ifaman looke not for thefe, and ifhebe not refolued
before hand that fuch quailings of him may fall onr, and alfo if hee be not
armed againfk the temptations whichmay arife therefrom, it is wonderfull,
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how the diuell may weaken his faith, and zeale,and {lacken his purpofe of
diligence inthe Lords worke, But on the other fide,itiit iuch acale hee be
able to ftay himfelfe by confidering that fuch trials are vinal{(more or lefe)
to the beft feruants and Mivifters of God,(and alway haucbeen) who haue
their ebbings afwell as their flowings, (as £lrab, Pani,yca our Saviour him-
{clte had firong difcouragements,) what a fingular benefit is thise Much
more,if he haning ouercome the firtonfet, thallin thefccond place meds-
tate of the end which the Lord hath in abafing him thus, (hebcing occupi-
ed in Gods owne worke)and that is, thathee may teach him bumilirie,yea
how tofice out of himfelfe and depend iramediatly vpon the Lord for fuf-
ficiencic and affiftance;and not truft to his own wit, ftudy,memory,tongue,
or gifts,(which others make their oncly refoge, and therefore are ohien dif-
appointed)oh what gaine fhall he reape thereby,and fay with Paz/,] am ne-
uer fitter for Gods feyuice then when Lam loweftin mine ownc opinion :
hereafrer therefore it boaft,I wil boaftof mine owne infirmitics, as the A-
poftle fpeaketh,in which the glory of Godis moft perfected and adnanced.

Cedesn receining the like dilcourtefie and rode anfwer of the men of Pe-
nuel,as he had betore of the men of Succoth, doth in like manaer threaten
them the throwing downe of their tower in which they lo much gloried.
And this threarning,feeing it was afterward put in cxecution, was a croffe
and difcommoditic : which they.did needlefly and by their owne fin bring
vpon theintelues. By which we may {ee,that many arcaunthors and canfers
of their owne [orrow and rrouble, which need nothauebeen, and that by
their finne as {toutnele, wilfulnefle, fliffencckednefle, and other vadutiful-
nefle,and rude behaviour,they doe (I {ay) bring vn{cafonable affliétion vp-
on them(tlues, even as thefe men of Succoth and Penuel here did. Wee
know that peace with men,toline without feare by them, is agreatbenefit,
and (oone loft;and hardly recouered,men being wolucsand lionlikeone to
another,efpecially if they be prouoked,and moft of all, when they haune au-
thoritic and faperioritic one oner another,and fo may iuftly vexe them who
thal fal into rheir hands,by their wicked deferts and leand behaniour. Ther-
foreall (hould take heed how they prouoke one another in the leaft maner,
as thefe did herc,

But lamentable itis,that the moft men make breaches of their peace,and
1offe of their commodities, by rigour, cruelde, and by an high mind,2ad
proud heart,not bearing the leaft iniurie, but bending them(clues byand
by to reuenge,looking tor all good meafure to bee offered them by others,
bur yeelding litele or no kindacfle againe : .which peruerfenefle is alfo cuen
betwixt many couples inthe manied eftate, which cavfeth continualliar-
ringandvnquictnefle,whereas peace(a man would thinke)were fitter tobe
feenc both betwixt them and all other,whom Ipeake of. Whichtheyare
commanded to fecke with all men.as muchas in them lieth,yca and to pus-
fue and follow ir,though itflec from them,yea end to buy peace,thoughit
coft them formewhat,but not to {&l it arany hand,much leife for vrifles. Thus
Abrabambought his peaceof Loz, Andlet men learne to this end toknow
and confider what they are ; to the pulling downe of their pecocks feathers,
euen earth,carth,earth, and if they bee weighed in an equallbzllance, farre
wotfe then nothing, Buotofthis I fpake in verfe4.ofthis Chapter. ;

Gedeon
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Gedzow goethiforward after the reft of the Midianites, and indeth them Vertioar.
refting themfclues in Carkor which was in the precin& of the Ifraclires, 13 Fuaringof
from whence they boped to patfe after that nighe, and [o to efcape.Bit Ge. thefe verfes
dzew came vpon them on the backfide of thefetwo cities, logbeah in the
Tribe of Gad,Mumb.32. and Nobah inthe halfe Tribe of (M anaffel being Numbga gy, -
hard by,Num.32.And o the two Princes were fuddenly fricken withafto. & 1243,
nifhmentand feare,and flying were waken,and the hoaft finitten and {laines
with whom were many hangbies, as feuliions and fuch like that followed
thearmy, And inthat ivis faiid that hee returned backe with the two Prin-
ces when the Sunne was rifen,icappeareth that the warre beswixt them was.
begun in the night andin the fame night was ended,

By this litter victory of Gedeon, itis manifeft, whar grear things throngh
Godsblefling are brought to pafle by faithand the diligence, and vaweari-
edozfle of menin their eallings. This isthe maine point contained in thele Doi.ont ofek
veries. Whereas delay and floth (for T put them topether to fhew whae de. #eeveren
Jaics | meane) are alwaies dangerous, eucn as here if Gedeon hadtarcied to
relt himfelfe bur ane nighe by the way, hee had loftall his labour,and the
fruitof i, wit the deftroying of thele Midianites, So God to the diligent
hath promifcd his blefling,and good foccefleas Gedeon herefound it. The
men of Succoth and Penuellaughed him to feorne but hee looked ro 30d,
and hadan eye to his promife,which wasythat he would gine thens into his
hanuds : and yer(as we fee) he was newer awhit the boldereo prefiime thet-
ot,witaout diligent viing of the meanes. Itwasasvnlike, ( nay much moré i
vohkely; that Dawid thould haue fmitten downe Gosiah, that Neak fhould ﬂf,:“-"-f'-
haye "-ntdthe world by the Arke : and many other fuch chings to haue hin * = """ _
braughtto pafle, asthe conquering of the Nations by 7ofbwe : butthey all, lobusto.ge:
when they beliened God that hewould doe that which he promifed, wene
to worke witlr great care and diligence ro ferae Gods prouidenice,feeing he
wronghtby meanes(as he doth ffill) and fo they preuailed, and obtained

that which they foughr, :

Andthis was the power of God through faith, they trufting and refli
inhim through the Mediator to come, o itis no leffein vs, for T will briefly
apply itagaine, thoughT haue ftood largely onchis paintbefore,anew oc-
cafion being offered) thar we outgrow many lers and difcouragements by
the fameour faith,though wee bee privie thatthere is otherwife nothingin
vs,and that (when fometimesit hath feemed to vs almoft impoffible) the
Lordhath done much for vs, and wrought great thingsby vs,while wee
haue,although but weakely and poorcly gone to work, whether werefpedt -

‘our faich,or our labour,whichisthe froit of ir. And we hauing been dili-
ge=ntto approoue our {clues in both; we haue found the truth of thar Scrip- wlohn 5.4

ture verified in vs, which (aith,that faith oucrcommeth the difficulrics that
arein the worldsand haue growne to the contempt of many finnes,and the
fubduing of thzm,io great meafure,which had fometime prenailed againft

vs; and tobeberrer heartned againft sfflictions,and to get ftrength of hope Mot

by experience for thetime to come. But to {ee how fgone « Mofes,lofbus, TOm-34:
a0d Gedeon here grew Girong in faith, as in afew daies, which we aregoing
about many yeeres, this ought asto bumblevs, for that we dre (b farre be-
hind them, fo to incourage vs, locking duly vnto this, how gracionflic God
ns afifted
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affited them. And fo(toapply this to the Sacrament)we have communion
with God and with Chrift therein, and are much confirmed thereby in the
couenant he hath made with s, by our diligence and faithfulnes in prepa-
ring out felues thereto,which they that beleeue not think abi; ord,and moye
then necds;to looke after. And ta conclude this point(fecing | hane (hew-
ed the necefficie of it,and the enill and hure thiae falleth out onthe contrary,
1 meaneby loofen:s, idleneflt, and vnbel iefe, in Chriftians, by many occa.
fions heretofore) this [ adde, thar the caofe of (o greatdifference in the de-

ree and mealure of graceand goodnefle, which wee obfere in many pro-

eflors,is this,that fome are painfull in hearing,vfing good companie, mar-

- king,with their hearts deeply fer vponthe [ame, remembring, and making

vie of their knowledge, watching therciinto with prayer,&c. whereas o-
thers coraber thélelues lo much with other matters, that there is no roome
ot leifure left for thefe. They looke to thriye { piritually,whether they take
paines orno, fleeping or working, Itisatruefaying of 2 Father, fitto be vr.
gedvponfuch : e thas made thee withous thee, will nios fane thee withour thee,
He will not faucthee for thy labours (ake, but by thy labour. They that ga.
thered more Manna then their fellowes, gotnothing thereby : but it farcth
otherwilehere : gather muchand haue much, labout little and haue lietle,
even as the Apoftle fpeaketh of another thing on the contrary, he that fow.
eth {paringly,fhall reape f] paringly. Aswe meteto the Lord, fo will he mea.
furcouteo vs againe. Hethat lzaboureth not,cateth not : but he that Jabon-
reth much, enioyeth the fruite thercof: fore thirtie, fome fixtie fome an
hundredfold : euen as his diligence is. O it is firange to fechow men fet
themfclues to work in earthly bufinefle, wherein yet they haue no abfolute
promife of thrining,becaufe faith the chicfe help is wanting,but here where
the Lord hath tyed himfelfe to blefle their labour with abundance, men
have nolift to ftrre. A mediocritie of wealth contenteth few, and that ma-

“keththem fo endlefle and refileflz in their defires and travailes : but the

commonnelt meafure of grace pleafeth them beft, becaufe 1hat is gouen
with lea®t trouble. Itis fearefull that men fhould doe o much for the fulfil-
ling of theit lufts:and f6 little that they might excell in goodnefle. But
theit reward isthereafter, Andinthe meane feafon God putsas preat diffe-
rence betwix fuch, as there is betweene Alexander, Cefar or the like Cap-
taines(who were vawearied alfo in their conqueltsy and Gedeon, or athers

like,who fought the Lords battels,and laboured thercin by faith in his pro-
mifes. Now it followeth.

| V4. Axdrtooke & fernantof the men of Succoth, and enguired of bim, and bee
wrote to bim the Pronces of Succoth,and the Elders vhereof, ewem feucntic and fonen

men,
15 And ke camevnio the mew of Suceoih,apd faid, Behold Zehs and Zsbmum.

wa,bywhom ye vpbyayed me, faying, Arethe bands of Zeba and Zalmunng already
in 1y bands,thatwe fhonld gine bread wnto thy wearie men ? |

16 Them be topke the Eiders of the citie,and thorwes #f thewilderne(fe,and bri-
ers,and did teare the men of Sccoth with them,

17 <Al bt brakedewne the romer of Penael,and flew the men of the citie,
| Now



the Booke of Fadges. 403

Ow inthele verfes following it is (hewed that when Gedesan had taken Vert.14uy.
the Princes of Midian,and was returned to Succoth,he feeks diligent- 1617
Iy to know the names of the chiefe men and Elders thercof: and he broughe
and thewedthe Princes Zeba and Zalmunma voro them : for hee kept them
aline,norto make his boaft of them, but that e might fhew them thar God
had delivered them into his hands, as hee made no doubt thereot before,
that [o they might be the more athamed and accufed for that which they
had done €o him and his men,in denying thein bread. And thereupon hee
«did vnro them as he bad threatned, for he tare their fleth, to wit, of them of
Succoth, with the thornes and briers of the wilderneffe : and then ouer-
threw thetower of the men of Penuel,and flew the citizens, either becanfe
they infalted more arrogantly then the men of Succoth did,or elfe hecaule
they refilted Gedeon, trulting intheir tower, and {o were flaine. Whether
they of Succoth died by the paine & puni(hment, (s it is moft like jor whe-
thet their Aefh was onely torneand yet life remaining in them, though the
florie doth not declare ; yct we cannot be ignorant, how forcand extreame
the pzinewas. Whatkinde of execution was done vpon the men of Pe.
nuel themfelues in putting them to death,the ftorie feteeth not downe, but
as itis fure they were flzine,{o it is (not without good probabilitie) that the
oth~r were torneto death alfo. ‘ o o
Gedeom meeting this young man, caufeth him to fet downe the names of Theckeringof
the chicfe Elders and goucrnours of Succothin writing, (as it might be the ™ fe 1.
names of the Aldermen and citizens) for he would nottrutt his owne me-
morie ifi fo waightie a matter. And this hee did, becaule hee would not flie
vponany in rathnes and anger, and would be fure by thathis aduifed deli-
beration, to punith onely thofe who were guiltic, and thofe were the an-
cients of the citie, As Saloman alfo wasvery auentiue in hearing the caufe of *¥ing3.13. -
the harlots. To teach vs our dutie in this point, that whenany fall into our Do,
hands o be correed by vs, wee docnot at any time hattily in 2n angrie
mood,and without duc confideration, vle correétion, but weigh the caufe
rightly,and not reuenge our felues, by fatisfying ourbrutifh affetions vpon
~ the perfons : yea and to Iet them alfo fee i@ caufe why they be corrected.
And in this wee refemble the Lord himf{elfe, of whom dbrabam (aith 1t is
farse from the Iadge of the whole world to deflroy the righteons with the wicked, Genelagag
Genela8.
It isan hard thing to be ruled by the word of God in corredting others,
whereas flefh looketh to nothing, but to the will and renenge of it lelfe, and
not to the bettering of the partic,and the good example of other; and dif-
chargeof a good confcience before God. Therefore S.Pewl hath given 2 Colz.an
good rule toall by teaching onekind of correlters,namely fathers,that they '
{h »uld not be bitter to theirchildren : euen as A¢ban ina waightie cafe was
wilcly handled and kindly deale with by Jofbea in 2 matter of lifeand drath, 1og7.44.
and was regarded inand concerning his foule, when fore punithment was
iafliéted vpon hisbodie. Sundrie waies doe men fhroud chis curfed hu-
igour,vnder the falfehabit of zeale or Jawfull feneritic : fometime to couer
their ambition, as Jebn in killing 4babs pofteritie, lometime couetoufhes, as
Sanlin flaying fome of the Amalekires : fometime pride and tenenge,as the
Ifraclites in warring vpon the Beniamites. All of them failed of the ground,
‘ N na cl'ld,-.
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- end,mannet ormeafure inexecnting the correction : all which being neg--
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le&ted,and not obferued, doth marre the adtion, be it neuer fo lawful! in it

{clfeand neceflarie. As when the offending partie feeth not the eaufe of his

correétion, oris cruelly handled by the correéer, who makéth not the end
of his corretion or punifhrent to be the faning of the partie,and to make
the inne odious thar heis punithed for, and the fame an example to other.
And hereisiuftly condemned the doing of them who fay,they cannot cor-
reét butin anger,and while their hearrs are exalperated again(t the partie,as
if they fhould fay, they can newer doe it rightly or without finne, whercas
God {aith,Be angrie,but finne nor ; for anger doth nothing well. Althongh
whatneede the word of God or the examples of the Saints bee vied to
fhame them, whom heathens may fhames Of whom fome prefcribe roles
to fuch asare angrie,how they may bridle anger from rath outrage:and one
armong the reft told his feruanr, I had furely bearen thee, but thae I was ang-
rie. This dodrine is to be applied o Magifirates, Parents,Schoolemafters,
and other {pperiors,namcly (tep-mothers,and fuch a5 haue rule oner poore
orphanes,orany other,whom it little becommeth to excufe their own cor-
ruption by the fault or defert of the partie guiltie : who though hee have
but his due,yet the punifher being no fit perfon to reuenge by his intempe-
rate heate,may deferueagreater punithmentat Gods hand,eucn of 2 mur-
theter (in heart) of his brother. And wefee the effeét of fuch feneritie, is to
make the partie correéled to contemne it,and waxe defperate, not penitent,
which is the perucrting of the right end of correétion. ‘

By Gedeons fhewing of thefe Princes to the men of Succoth and Penuel,
to their (hameand aftonifhment(who thonght they had been farre enough
out of their hands,and therefore froffed at his purfuing and following after
them) I fay,by this, wee may notchow God ofttimes turneth the taunts,
flouts, threatnings, curfes, and iniuties which the wicked doe vexe Gods
children withall, be turneth them to their owne (hame and euill,and to the
comfort of his owne people {o abufed and wronged by them : as here thefe
mocked Gedesn,lining and walking according ro the life of faith,and going
about the Lords worke carefully : who now hauving overcome the Midia-
nites theteby thefe wicked meckers are put to thame and painc,yeaandto
death alfo. Andinlike manneritfell outto Shemei when he had curfed Da-
#id, 10 Zenacherib {eorning at Ezegbia, for trofting inhis God, yeaand for
blafpheming God himfelfe, alfo toshe Pharifees who fcorned Chift vpon
the Crofle, but after his relurreQian were abathed, and to Haman deadly
hating (Merdecai the faithfull feruant of God. Now if thisappeare thus of.
tentimes euen heereinthis world, how much more atthe comming of the
folemne and great day,when God fhall iudge them? For when they fee the
Lord with:raw himfelfe from his people never fo litle,(wherein hee doth
no more then he did to his only fonne in whom he was well pleafedyor be-
hold them in [ome difgrace and abafement inthe world : then they infult
and crow ouer them,as the Babylonians and eurfed Edomites did ouerthe
Tewes incaptivitie : but when a5 beyond expeétation,they fee them delive-
red,yea and that the Lord graceth them, giues them favour, reftores them
to libertic,and biefleth thern with many benefitssthen fay they torne their
feornes into admiration, and are athamed of their vnrealonable difgracing

them.
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them. But further, if (befidesthis) the Lord fhall pluck themfelues downe,
2nd humble them by the like afflictions, then they with themfeluesin their
cafe euen wich the bardet and worit sonditions.

So that we have good caufe abundantly to be contented to fecke to liue
by faith in the fonnc of God, trufting i and cleauing to him and his word
aboue all other things, efteeming our fclues farre morerich thereby (cuen
when wee are counted molt foolith and vile of the {cornefull world) then
they in their flurithingeft eftate and condition : forwhy ¢ we reft on God,
and waite by hape, having him on our fide,and are not difappointed: they Phalm.zo.7,
caftall rasthe defperate Dicer)on blinde hope,likelihoods,and haphazard,
aud {0 are deceiued of their expeciation. They haue a time of boafting and Ne™
glorying,whichdeceiveth them and maketh them thinke,that their iollitie
and proiperitie will laft alwaics, when yet jt changeth as the weather,and
continueth notinone eftate, and they haue no wifedome to confider it, or
their end which thall be worft of all. Gods people haue a time of mourning, Plalué.s,
but the end (hall be reioycing : as here Gedean bringeth before his vpbrai-
ders Zebaand Zalmunna with iumph and glorie,

And'with this we may alfo fee, that the enill which they either doc not
once dreame of, or which they thinke to be farre off from them,and make a
mocke of it.is neere vnto them. According to that which the Apoftle faith
to the Theflalonians, When men crie peace, peace, then commeih fudden defiru-
clion upam thems, eners as the forrow sf 4 woman at ber tramfl, Chorab and his
companie, Bemadsd with many other are examples hercof, Sothat there is
no heed to be taken how iocond they be, when they be aloft, or haue their
hearts defire, neither neede any to be afraid at the beholding of their great-
© nes,for why cuen while it abideth, it is departing,and while it ftandeth, it is
intalling, for when they be at their beft and greateft,thereis a greatet then
they, who is working their ouerthrow. But who is warned by others woe ?
Butofthis briefly,becaufe often, _

Gedeon haning well thamed thefe men of Succoth and Penuel, dothto Yerl16az.
them now as he had threatned,verfe 7.20d 9. that s : he tore the flefh of the
men o] Succoth with thornes, and caft downe the tower of the men of Pe.
nu«t (cuen their frong hold thatthey gloriedin)he caft it downe (I fay)ro
- the gronnd and flew them. And might not both thefe punithments haue
been avoided.thinke we ¢ Yes,and fo had been butfor theirowne finne : I
meanc their vadutifulnes,boldnes, ftoutand fturdie ffomacks, and theirli-
neffe, hoping it Midian had preuailed, t> hane gained by their vonatnrall
dealing with their brethren,denying bread vnto them,

Ohtherefore how lamentable is it to fee,how men bring thame, forrow, Deit:
and deftruction vpon themfelues by their wicked qualities, and bad beha-
uiour,as wilfulnes,prond ftomackes,crueltie, currith and vokinde dealings,
and fuch other, without the which they might haue enioyed their peace
and welfare euen to their hearts defire,and good contentment, yeaand the Nee.
fanourof God alfo : for itis nothing but mens fin that keepeth many good
things from them,and heapeth many contrarie enils vponthem, As Acban
by ftealing, Dathan by rebelling againt Gods faithfull feruant Mofes,and i
rae/by oft renolving from Ged, and falling from their couenant, whereof
this booke is too plainea proofeagainftthem, | G

So
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So fome among vs,are vndone by their idlencs,yothisifrieffe,and need.-
lefle fpendingfome byethgir vnfaithfulnes,and deceitful dealing, lofe their
credit,and being no more trufted,comeronaught : fome by their opprefii-
on {undry waies, areon their death-bed fo terrified, that whereas by ma-
king reftitution of a fhilling,noble, or 2 pounds valew, whilc it hould Lave
been done,it might hate brought great eale to them : they would now in
theit terror reftore ten for one, and yet cannot be quieted neither, Sofome
for adultrie are brought to fhame,and to worfe fhould bee, ifthey had their
due : and other by (pitefull, malicious, and reuenging fpirits, make them-
{elacs odious to all,and they procure fuzll ioy to themielues, Andto adde
fomething touching the particular finne of thefe men, which was politike
fhifingand fubtclty in playingthe Newrers,while the batell depended in
anvncertzintie of iffue : this I fiy, tharofall acher kind of offenders,thefe
flic and wily companions are leaft pitied of men,when the Lordentrappeth
them in their owne fhare Sooner would a man letfoofe a Lion (if he dumift)
outof the pit,or the danger wherein it is,then the Foxe : becavle (befides
the hurtfulne{e)it hath {o many fhifts to conueigh itfelfe from danger,and
is fo hardly catcht, Who pitieth thefe men of Succoth and Penucizbecante
they in feeking by fubteltie 1o preferue their liues, iuftly were beaten with
their owne rodde,andloft them, Whereas he who falles into danger either
in a geod quarrell,or in his implicitic, is either faued by God, or pitied in
his ritine by men, Andis notthis a double miferic, when men are in di-
fircfle, to heare otheis fay ofthem, they are well ferned ¢ Heathens haue
obferued this cowardly fubteltie (for who is more [ubuill, then heethatis
moft fearcfull)to be euer vnprofperous: and (eldome cuen in forren diflen-
tioos of Kings and States,hauc they fped well,who haue held off, and plaid
the {pectators of other mens fuc«:«‘:ﬂ[J . For wholocuer hathgot the vpper
hanc{thcy have fmarted : ifthey whom they denied tofuccour, they are

_ made the prey of them whom they forfooke : if the other, yet they fmart al-
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{o,in that they did onely forbeare for their fakes,and not atnally helpe. So
vanaturallis it cotnted, in acommon calamitie,to buetray one enemie to 2.
nother,ornot to helpe when weare able, Which [ {pezke not to excite men
to parts taking alway, in other mens iarres : but 1o thew how iuftly thefe
were handled tor their crattinefle, in denying helpe, notto (trangers, bue
their owne capraine. And euen fo, how adious doth God make Newters
and Temporifer in religion < they are hated of Papift and Proteftant, and
arc ascurfed,ss hetharis hanged betwixt heauenandearth. Touching the
vle of this,and how to abhorrethis finne, reade before in the 2.doét. of the
é.verle.

And thefe with like punifhments for the like iniquities,doe not light vp-
onother thatare plaine,vpright,mercifull and in a word,religioudly circum-
{pcét in their carriage, and who make confcience of their waies. Idoe not

eny,but thar the beft doe oft meete with fharpe perfecutions,but they are
for good caules : or elfe their troubles be but fatherly trials and corredtions,
for their good : fo S.Peter (aith, if ye fffer for righieonfn: (¢ [ake, biefjcd are yee:
Andagaine,lf thewillof God be that ye fuffer it is better that vejffer for wel-doing
then foreusll. Sothat wefec fuch haueto beare off the tharpencs and paine-
fulnefle of their {ufferings,by their reioycinginthe Lord,and by the blcﬁffcd
cftate
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eftaré thatthey arein : whereas the other haue their punifhments, as fore- |
runners of greater,cuen herebetore hand,as the Apoftle fzith. Indeed full
otten ([ confeffe)they thelterthemflues to men- ward by their greatncfz,
and thift well inough when meane perfons go to wracke. According to the
prouerbe,Greas suen dote,andpoore men (mart.But when God(who is higher
then they,as Salomon faith)calleth thé to account, (as being their only com-
pctent Iud%e,whcn they hauebroken through other iudgements,by fanor,
feare or bribes,as great flies breakethrough cop-webbes) then they meete
with their match. As alas who (eeth not what waies thereare o bring this
gbout ¢ As difpleafure of prince, factions and partakings, treacheries. chal-
lenges,and highnede of Ipitits, As our owne Englith Chronicles for thefe
2.01 300 yeercs,plentifully witneffe, Now if the Lord fpare nor great ones;
let all fawning fAatterers who feeketo fuch,and willingly offer themfefues as
inftruments of oppreffion,cruelty 2nd wiong,becaule they looke to be fafe
vnder their wings from punithment (as Ziba and fuch like) let fisch feare 1
fay : for their patrons fhall not thelter themfelues, howfoeuer they (no
doubt)thinke otherwife, And this befaid of this point,forthe fuller hand-
king of that which I nored vpon the g.verfe to the fame purpofe.

Andhere we may more particularly marke by the exccuting of punith-
ment vpon thel(é chicfe men of the citie,rather then vponthe common ci-
tizens;that as the greateft in place and authoritie haue many priviledges a- Dot ».in
boue the meaner perfons,both in credit, wealth, eftimation, and comman. veshear.
ding others:{o the Lotrd brings them foorth to the terrour of infetiours,and
they lic open to greater danger,hurtand Joffe thereby, then others doe,and
intrmeit breaketh out and appeareth, ifthey doe ill behane themfelues
intheir places. This is a great caufe why men who areaboue other,fhould
carrie themiclaes bumbly and not proudly, as too many of them dos : and
al{olooke well to themfelues in euery Em of their dutic: for atime wilf Nese.
come when they fhall pay for all,and when their eftate thall be fuch,as the
meancft voder them, would be fullloth tobe in theirroome. Andto fuch
fay as Danidin Plalm. 2, Bewéfe wow therefore.feruethe Lordin feare: and k}r}ﬁﬁ Plalme 2.10.
thoe forine,yee mightic emes,lefd he crafh you in peeces : Happie then are allthey thas
traiit in him if bis wrath be kindled. Alfo the inferiors thould here leame,not
to murmuorcagaintt them, becaufe they are o farre aboue them, forthey
fometime goc voder more fore and heaoy punithments, then they them-
felues doe : yeaand thovghthey behaue themfelues commendably in theie
places, yet God oft correéteth them more then fome others, Jeft they
thouldkickvp their heeleagainft himby meanes of their wealth and great-
ncflé ; asitis 1o common 2 thing forfuchtodo. So that as God hath his
nuinber among all eftates both high and low ; {o he nortureth themall by
aHflitions according to his heauenly wildome,that they may fafelyin theit
appoiatedtime be gathered to their fathers. But here beinga fit place to
make an end,I will ftay for this time,

THE



