——

Queﬂ:. I-

oA Jembly’s Catechifm. B -

cablenefs to the Fnd ; wher— the Goodnefs of
the ¥nd is 1n it {elf: Thus Savicur argues,
Mat. 6. 25. Therifore I fay wnto you, Take mo
thought fr your isfe, what ye ftall ear, or what ye
Jhalf driny nor yet Jor your body whar ye frafl

ut on : Is wet the itfe more thent meat, and 1he
body thar raiment ¢

2. THERE isa Berng Better than Man and
thezef re He camuot be bis Own (bief End. The
Laft End, zrd the Chief Good, are One and the
Same : 1hete is therefore no refting il we
gome there : Ged is his Own Latt End, becanfe
thete is none hettery but then he is no Mean,
but ernly an End : But God is better than Man,
Mat. 19, +7. dnd be fard wmto bim, Why calleft
thou me pocd 2 there is none good but onc, ibat'is
GON:. Heis only Eflentially and Supremly
Good: All Geodnefs in Man is only by Par-
ticipation.

3. MAN cennor be bis orn Hoppinefs, end
therefore nor bis own Chief Frnd.  An End that
cannot happity him, 15 not worthy of that
Name, Man isa Dependent Being 5 his Fe-
licity isout of himfelf : It was fo in his bLeft
Srate of Integrity ; much more in his lapfed
State of Mifery : He muft go out of himfelf]
if ever he will he well - Ged alone is an
Adequate Objeét for Felicity ; He only cun be
a Portion for the Soul, Lam. 3. 24, So that
if Man cannot find his Life neither in the Crea-
ture, nox in Himfeif, but in God along, it fol-
lows of Neceility, that not They, but He only
muft be his Chief Fad,
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IL A NS next Chief End 10 the Glorify-

& tmgef God, is 70 ENJOY HIM
FOREVER : Why thefz Two are joyned
in the Defeription,hath been already declared:
The Sumn is, that they are both promoved by
the fame Means ; there is no other way to
Enjoy God but by Glorifying him g nor fhall
they who do truly Glorify him, ever mifs of
Evjoying kim. That we have now underCon-
fideration, is, That in Subordination to the
Gloty of GGod, Man is nextly bound for the
Everlating Enjoymen: of Him as his Great
End. 1 fhall not here expariate in Explain-
Ing what is meant by Enjoying of God : The
diftint oPening whereof belongs to the Head
of Glorfication, which follows afterwards,
In fum, it intends our havisg him to be our
Portion : It therefore prefuppoleth our being
Rcconczled to him, and at Peace with him 5
our Union 1o him: And it includes in it the
Beatifical Vifion and Fruition ¢ the Derivation
of all that Communicable Goodnefs from him
unto and into us, which he hath engaged in
the Promifes : It grafps in all inchoated and
perfeted Glorv. Thar this js Mans Great
End, would need ne Arguments to perfaade
U5, had not the Fall beclonded onr Undere

ftandings, and darkned that Light, which was
at firlt in the Mind of Man, on which 1his
Principle was Written, as with a Sun beam ;
Yet there is'fo much of the Light of Ma-
tare_remaining, as may Sofliciently convince
us of this Truth; and it is further confirmed
by the Light of the Scriptures @ end it will
be made evident by thefe CONCLUSIONS,

1. T-H-d T Man is mode o Subjrit caraple of
Happinefs. This is a Priviledge which ha
hath above the Inferiour Creqrures ; Thoy con
never be Happy, He may : There ars thefe
things required to true Felicity, which nerc
bur Reafonable Crearures can perrgke in :
There muft be an underitanding to difcern, &
a Will to embrace the Objelt, elfe ir canpnt
be called Bicfledrefs. This therefore was a
Favour which God beftowed upon Man in his
very Conftitution, that he might he Happy 4
and therein Priviledged himahove the Eeafig
of the Field,  And though the Woful Fall of
Adam hath made Mankind achually Miferable,
ye it hath not cet him off fromail Poffibiliry
of being reftored again o Felicity,

o THAT all Mankind are Noaturally carried
Jorib in Queft of Happinefs, g their Laft End,
This Principle is fo engraven in the Narure of
Man, thar all the Mifchief which the Fall hath
done him, kath not deprived him of, Iris
true, he hath left the Knowledec of what trug
Happineis is, in a great meafure, 2and is ute
terly at a lofs in regard of the Way w ir,
Rom. 3. 17. dad the way of peace bave they ner
kmowrn. But he hath fuch Notons of the thing,
and Apprehenfions of the Capacity of kis Na-
ture to enjoy ir, of the Neceflity ke flands in
of it, and what a Mifery it will be t6 go with-
out it, that he makes ir the Aim of al]l his
A&ions s It is the Bortom of his Projedsis apd
Defigns ; and the’ the far greater Number of
Men take molt wretchedCourfes to compafs i,
yet this is it they would be at in all, Plal.a, 6
There be many thar fay, Who will fhew w5 any
goed ? Luk, 12, 6. dnd Twill foy 100y foul,
Sozl, thou baft much gords laid wp jor many Yea: 5y
roke 1hine cafe, eat, drink, and be mers,

3. TRU E Happinefs doth properly confif in
Two Things, viz. Well-Deing, and Wei-Beirg,
Happinefs in Scriptnre Language is frequent-
Iy called Life sand the Phifgfupher tells us,
thatLife # an A8 withDelight: WELL-LOING
belongs to Mans Felicity, becanfe his Happi-
nefs isin Attaining his ! nd, ard that is main-
1y in Glorifying God, which is by Furroxy
of Well-Doing,  Vanity is oppofed to Heppi-
nefs, Eecl. 1.2, Now Vanity is the Lefs of
ones End ; Happinefi mult th refore te
in the Attaining it : Hence that toremenu-
oned Ifz 56, 2. Man being made tor God, it
muft he 2 main Parc of his Happinels to Seive
and Glotily him : So Dewid, P, 82. 4.
Bleffed are they thar dw-/lan thy boufe & vl v will
be flill praifiag thee. WELL-BEING allo s re-
quifite to Ylicity ¢ Mifery cherelore and
Blefledpeis are frequently fet in Oppofition ;
and therefore it is that the Scriprute Promifes
are fo full of fuch Eneeuragements to Love

and
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and Serve God, as contain in them the Well-
Reing of the Crearure.

4. THAT well-Being which will arlount
to Huppine/fs, can be nothing lefs than the {rjoy-
mient, of Jo muchveql and epduring Goodne fs, ar
the Criatare may fully and frally vefi faiisfied in,
David defcrites Happinefs by Satistattion,
Pfai.26.8. 63.5. And thac which cannor Happify
2 Man, is called tharwhich cannot fatisty, Ifa.
55.2. Feticity'is calfed Reft, Mat. 11, 29 Bac till
all the Reachings of the Soul are gravified, ill
all its Appetites are filled, it cannot reft s it
will be in Motion as long as ir feels any
Want.

5. THAT the Objed of Mans Happinfs is
our of himfel. Man capnot be his own beli-
city : He is a dependant Creature: His Being
and his Bleflednefs are two things + He can-
not dwell at home : He doth mot cnjoy in
himfelf 1 Self {ufficiency. Man in his belt and
moft perfea ftate of Integrity was to fiek his
Weil-Being out of himfelf : He wus not made
Huppy,but only Capable of being foby Clofing
in with his Objeét,  Fallen Man then, who is
not only not Happy, but become extreamly
Miferable, isunder a Neceflity of going abroad
to feek for Good, Neicher can the Body or
Soul be at Reft, till they meet with and fall
upon an Objett that may give them Satisfacii-
on. This is it that hdth made ehe Whole
World 3 Company of Seekers, asking forGood,
Pfal 4. é.

6. THAT the whole Creation affords no fub
Objeft, tbe Fruition whereof can make a Mai
Happy. And the Reafon is, becaufe they can-
not Satisfy : So far are they from Satisfy.ng
the Rational, that they cannot do irto the
Senfitive Soul; and for thar Canfe the Wife
gnan arghes them to be Vanity, Foel 1. 8. Not
the Lower World only, but Heaven itfell is
not cnough to Anfwer Mans Defires, e/, 73.
25, There are Three Defells in the Creature,
rendring it Infaflicient for our perlect Well-
Being.

(1.) 1T S Unfuirablencfs. 1f there were e
nough of ir, Yet itisnot actommedated to all
a Mans Wants 3 nay, thofe which are his
Gredrelt Wants, and make him truly Mifera-
ble. It cannot Purchafe himi the Pardon of
his Sins, Prov. 11.4. Riches profit norin_ the
day of wrath. 1t cannot deliver his Soul from
being Eternally Loft ; forementioped Aar,
16, 26. It cannot make a Price thar will pay
his Ranfom from the Cuife which lies hea-
vy upon him, Pf2l 49.6,7,8. They that traft in
their weelth, and “boaf} ibesfelves in rthe miulti-
tude of their riches : None of them can by any
smzans vedeem bis brother, nor give to God o ran-
Sfom forbim : Fur ibe redemption of their foul is

recions and it ceaferl for ever. It is but only
his Earthly Part Whick it can give any Relief
unto, that is the lealt and moft inconfidexable
of the two,

(2.1 1T 8 Scantingfr. Were it never fofuita-
ble,yet there is ot enough of it: TheReaches
of Mans Soul ate {o vaft, that they can graip
in the whole Creation, and fcarce feelit: The

Delire of Man, that Herfeleeches Daughter, is
till crying Give, Give, - The Bed is too nar-
row, aid the Covering too fhort : The World
looks bulky, but itis empty, void and wafte,
Many have had too much, but never yer uny
had encugh, {oas to be Content, that had ne-
thing but the Crezawre, but they have Utill en-
larged cheir defires asHell : And the reafon is

becaude the World is a great Nothing,Prov.zgt
S. i el 1hou fer thine cycs wpon thar which is not>

(3.) 118 fhore Continuence, and Uncertainyy,
Manis a Cieature made for Perpetuity ; and
it his Cbjett be not S:able and Durable, it
Wili froner or later leave bim under horrible
DLifappointment, und {o will thefe rthings.
They are Brokes Cilterrs, Jer, 2. 18, They are
Certain in nothing but Uncertainty, Frov.2y.s,
For viches cerrainly wmake themfeives wings
they fly avay as an cagle 1owards beaven, The}:
are the Subjetts of Moth & Ruft, and ly ready
torche Thickh  Mart. 6. y9. Lay moe np for your
Jetves treafures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrapt, and where tlicves break through and
Jeal, Yca, they are made to be Burat uop
2 Pets 23.10. Bar the day of the Lord will cam;
as a tbief in the night 5 in rhe which the beavins
Shadl pafs avoay withr a prear neife, and the ere-
wmenis fhatl meir wirh ferveny bear, the eartb 4ifo,
and the works ihat are therein. fhall be burnt wp,
How then can they make ¢ Man Happy ?

7. WO Helnly is fuchan Objedt, in 1he
Enjoyment of wlhom, thery is gerfed Satisfallion
and Blojlednefs,  That the Credture hath it
not in it, hath been liifcovered 3 But il
Man is not at an utter iofs, becanfe he may
find it in God : Thae full demonftration of
this belongs to a following Cuehtion : The
Scriprure Sufficiently informs us in this Treth,
fee, I 16, uie, Thow wilt few me the path of
ife i iy prefenceis fuinefs of ;oy, ar 1hy right
band tlere are pleafures for evermore. 36. %,
For with thee is 1he fountain of life: in.thy light
Shdil we Jee Lght. So fee £pb,3.20. There is with
him enough to fill all their Defires,Pfal8r. 10,
1 am tie Lovd thy God which broaght thee out
of the land of Egypr » open 1hy wouth wide, and {
will fill it.

8. HENCE, if Mans Grear End be el
Being, it munft be 1o Enjoy God Fternally, For
therein only can his Well-Being confift: Here
orily is his Refting Place ; Till hc comes hither,
he doth but wander from Mountain wo Hill,
feeking Reft,and finding nonc ¢+ And if rhere
be no feif concern equally incumbent ob him
with this, as it is certain there is nor, needs
tnuft itbe an End Supetiot to all thefe poor
Lefigns, which the generality of Mankind ar
in Perfuit of with fo mumch Hext and Vi-
goor; and ftoching but the Gloty of God can
be beyond it.

Q. HOW farisa Man baund 12 have bis mind
exercifed abonr 1his Chief End inail his- dditons ?

A. THIS Cafe hatk been too laxly re-
folved by fome, and oo fevercly Struined by
others: Popifh Cafuiffs. give oo larze Allovy-
ances to Meas carnal Cerruptions, while they

tell us, that a FPrevious Intention is t;-,nouf,;lii
an
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and that ifa Man at moft Once a Day think
ol his knd, it is enough 5 nay an Implicite In-
tenticn may {uffice. They on the other hand
lay a 8nare to trouble pious Confcieneces, who
charge Sin and Eypocrily on Men, if they he
not a,ways intendly thinking upon their Glo-
rifying and Enjoying of God., For a right
flating of the Relolution of this Cafe, take
Thofe conciafrons,

LT HAT every Aifion ina Man’s Life,
that duil w0t Serve to this Grear End). is @ vain
Aéfion : Becaule 1t miffeth the mark which man
was made to ateain- y Means are unprofitable,
if thev be not made Serviceable to their Fnds :
And if the Chiet of Suberdinate Mcans be
broken off, before it comes to the Lalf Link,
jt'islofts - Theremay be a CivilGoodnels, bat
thére is no Theological Good in any rthing
thar {tays fhort ot theGlory of (zod : That was
the Vanity of theix Falts, Lech. 7. 5. Speat
wnto ail the people of the land, and 10 the pricits,
Joying, when ye Jafted and monrned inthe fifih and
cvenih monib, even thefe feventy years, did ye
ot all Joft wnto me, even o me ¢

o, AT ivrequived of Bien, ihar they aim or
fews!d @l therr dtfions 1o thes Exd, It is not Suf:
ficient thac dhey reach it cafually : for we
know God will he Gicrifved by alf, whether
we will.or nos bt it muft be intentionally :
forementioned 1 (. 30. 21. The Nature of
an Erd, to Le purfued by a Violuntary Agent,
requires it without this Intention, there cin
be no Proftcution,

g, THERE canleno Application to the Ufe
of Meons, withour Thinking wpon the End. A
Man may make nft of things; but-not asMeans
to his Chiel' End, unlels his Mind be.upon it :
For it is the Fnd thac’purs him upon the Uling
Means 5 Itis che naly Moral Martive thar ex-
cites bim -~ Except a Man think thac he was
made for God’s Glory, and te feek his own Sal-
vation, he will never enquire how this may be
dong. df7. 1. 2.

4 TiH ERE con be no Clwice of Means, with-
okt an bye upor the Eid, 1t is not indifferent
whart a2 Man doth, if he wousld reach hisEnd:
therc’mult be aSutablencls in the Means, elle
thev 25¢ lofl ; and thatr cannot be known, with-
ont applying them in our Confideration to it :
1t isneeflary therefore fora Man.in all he fers
sbout to deliberare; and fay to Limfelf, Wil
God be Glosificd by thie ! Wil it beiy me 1o the
Enjoymens of bim? And accordingly to chufe
or tejedt iv, Genn 39, 0, Hew then can Ido ths
greds wickedrofs, and fin azainft God ?

5. THERE can be -no Ufing the Mearns
chofen, Righily, without ihe Cofidcration of the
End ; It is-as eafy to mifs it in ufing Righe
Means, as in chufing of Wrong ones. A Man
may not only ear, and drink, bat alfo read, and
hear, and pray, and neicher honobr  God nor
further Lis own Salvation : He thar would not
be deceived here, muft Tay them by the End,
and frame them acecording to ity which can-
not bewithour {etting it before him, Pfal:16.8
I have for tbe Lord always before me : becanfe be
15 @ my right baad, £ fbal! not be moved.

{5- THERE gre Subordimite BEuds &7 Means
which Man 3s called 10 be vonverjans in, cnd Liv
Mind miuft be enipoyed about : by veafon Whereot
it is not poflible that he thou'd withont Intep-
mithon be aduaily engiged in the Thovrhes
of his Laft End : It would diftrefs his Mind .

and God hath net laid ény Luty, init © i
impoliiible, upon Men. Tlese a]'f:, Oceafons
calling usto order our outwaid Afairs with

Difcretion, Plal. 112. 5. A4 good man  fheweth

Javour and lendeth s be wil puide bys affaire
with diferetion.  And thar cannot be withoue

ponrdering on them, which will intermic the

aftual thinking of the ether, in 2 finite limi-

aed Underltanding.

7. TET we ought in the widft of all ouwr Oc-
wdfivnis, 10 be very freqacxily Rifleiting upon our
Great End, and 17 nothing 1o reft in any Jubor-
dizate owe : and the oftner the better, 15 it be
done withWifdom : It is the bef* help to kecpr
the Heart Righrand call ivin, if gotren aftray
to ask ourfelves {tilj on all occafions, Hiw da
1 Glorify God in tlisy How is SalvationWerk
Jurthered by it 2 To ask, Where is our Heare 2
What arewe Driving on? And the rather, be-
caufe the Corruption in us draws us to doma-
ny impertinent and ungrofitable Aftens, for
want of being rightly leveled by us, Ezek.
33. 31 And they come wnio thee a5 the.people
conmetl, aid they fit before thee a5 my peopie, and.
they Dear aby weids, bar they wiil nad do them :
Jor witls their mouth they fheic much iove,but their
beart goeth oficr thetr covrionfnefs.

THERE are afew InverRENCES, Whick
may be drawn {from the foregoingDifcourfe,viz.

Y. Tif A Tibere are but avery few that knom
mhar they were made far : If the Lives & Prac-
tices of Menmay be a Rule for us to judge of
their Prineiples by, we may fafely conclude,
that either they underftand not, or do not
confider ( which is called Ignorance in Serip-
ture ) whar Frrand God fent them into the
Weorld about : How wofully are the Children
of Men miftakea about their Ends? They fup-
pofe they were made for nothing elfe but ta
gratify their own Concupifeence, to heap up
this World's Goods, todrown themizlves in
Pleafures, toclimh up the Pinatles of this
World’s Honours, ro feek an Happinefs under
the Sun - But,for the Glory of God, and ever-
lafting Fruition of him, they know nothing of
that, nor are in the leaft concerned about it :
And may we not declare thefe to be wofully
miuferable 2 The Apoltle joyns thefe Two to-
gether, Rom. 3 16, 17. Deflrutiion and mifery
areintleir ways: Andihe way of peace bave ey
net hrowi. _

2. THAT the greatzfi Number of 1he Chils
dren of Meniivein vain. Whar is Vanity buc
2 miffing the End » Thar Man, as to himfelf,
had bertrer never to have been born, that comes
into the World, and pees cut of it again, and
miffeth of the End he wasbornfor. And yer
how lamentrbly will this be found true of the
Generaliry of Manking, if we compare theix
lives. by the £xd, which Religion tells us
that all Men are made for 2 Whar fhall we

C think

e
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think of the covetous Weridiing, who makes
an Ido! of the Creatnre, and fpends all his
thouglits and time in compafiing the World;
who maikes Mammon his God, & wealth his fe-
ticicy / What fhall we think of the voluptuous
Pleafure-bunter 3 who secKens himfelt bera to
eat, dr‘mk’ and pla}'; who thinks, drink, ﬁlIe,
full cups, lafciveas company, and wanton dal-
Yiances, to be the Ne pius Ulra of Mankind :
makes his Bedly to be his God, 2nd the fatis-
fattion of kis Ae/bly appetite, to be his highelt
happinefs ! What Thall we think of the ambi-
tious Glory-Seeker, who values himfetf by the
Dignity and Preferment he can climb up to a-
mong men : and miftakes airy honous for true
bleflednefs, and looks no farther ! What of
the profane Scoffer av Godlinefs, who dif-
honours God’s Name by Qaths, Cutfes, Re-
viling of his holy ways; and is fo far from
feeking Communion with God, thut he #ids
bim depart from bim ! Certainly, either the
Scripture is miftaken about man’s cheif end
o tigfe are befide ir, and will lofe all their
labour at the laft, and their Souls into the
bareain : Nay, the Hypocrite to0, the falfe
Profeffor, who prezends 1o 2im at the glory of
God, but really makes Se/f hisEnd, He alfo will

lofe his Labour, & deceive his Soul into Ruin.

3. THAT it bighly concerns Young Ones
10 fe1 themfelves to tbe Rudy of Religion betimes,
And let it then be a Moative to all fuch, eurly
to engage themfelvesin it, Remember there-
fore, that you were made for an End ; vou can
be happy only in the attaining of it : You are
capable of ferving to itim the daysof your
Youth : All that time is already Lff, which
you fpend in puriuing any other ends buz
this = You have by reafon of origina} Sin
loft the apprehenfions of it, and are zararaily
engaged for lower or inferiour ends ; True Re.
ligrow only gives you direfion, how you may
come by the right perceprion of it again : If
you mifs of, and dg not reach to this end, you
arc undore forever,  And if you are fo foolifh
as to fpend away your Chiidbood and Yourh in
Vanity, you may be cut off from any qfrer-op-
portunities of engaging you:{:lves for the glo-
rifying ot God and enjoying him, Asthenyou
love your Souls, and would not come fhort of
God’s Glory, & yourSouls Salvation, fer your-
felves earneftly 1o atwend upon all thofe seas;
& Dhelps, whereby you may be acquainied with
your great end, & engaged in living unto i,
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