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it beirg done for this very end and purpofz -
and queltionlefs,it pucs forth fome aét a5 {oop
as produced, not always {u difcernable by
the Belicver,

(8.7 HENCE, Thougl there may be favire
Qualificntons inthe Soul, before the att of Fral:
be difeerned. yet rhere are none before #iz habic
of Funil is wrewghe. This is in order of Nature
betore the orber, that being an effelt of thic.
And jtis very certain, that all faving Quali-
fications are ar once infufed into the man,
upon the great Work wroughe by the Spiric
in him, when he forms Chrift in him, and
cndows him with the new Natare,

[ NoveMeER 23. 1697, ]

SERMON cx/r.

TE have taken a fummary Accoune of
W theWork of Kffectust Calting, o Ffive
Converfin, in which the Soul is put into a
pollure, for the Embracing of Chrift wirh 2
faviop Faith. We have alfs takea Notice of
the feveral things thac are done by the Spirit
In the brirging of this ahour, wherher it
be in a common and piepaiatery, or in
a favingWork. It now tollows thar we make
a mote parricular enquiry into thefe things 4
and confider what is done in cach of them,
and how this bleffed efie@ is produced by
them. Ard here,

L. THERE# fomething that s doneExternally,
and tncommon 10 them that are effcitually called,
and ihem that are never fo, who yer are under the
treaty of Peace 5 and thatis, He offers Chrift io
them 1 the Gofpel. He opens to them the way
of Lite,and makes overtures with them about
it, Here two cr three things may be
obferved,

1. THAT 1the Gofpel # 2 medium  made ufe
of by God, for sbe bringing of Sinners to Faigh
i Lhrift, anl fo 10 Salvarion.  For this reafon
we have that encomium put upon it, Rom,
1. 16, For U am not afbamed of 1he £ofpel of
Coraft : for it w the powwer of God unts Salvarion
to every one that believeth, 1o the Fery Jirgt, and
wifo to the Greek,  Becaufe the power of God
infinvares itfelfin and with it, inta the Souls
of all thole that are made Believerg by it
By the Golpel we are to underftand, the
whole difcovery of the way in which Jallen man
may come ro obrain Satvation by Cirift ;. and alf
the means that are afed by it to bring shis about.
Which, what they are, will follow to be
taken notice of, And Lere lerus confider,

(1.) THAT God intreating wirk Sirners deals
wizh them as teafonable Creatures : 7. o, He
applies bimfelf to thofz Faculties which be bath
put 120 themwbereby they may be led ax Caufes
by Counfe! in their accepring of Chrifl. It is
true, be doth thatin them by an immediare
and creating efficacy, which reftores to them
a gracious power of fo doing ; bur this is
done while he is ourwardly treating rhgnr';

wit



William J Carson
This is a sermon taken from Samuel Willard's "A Compleat Body of Divinity," published in 1726.
The Reader will understand that the printing technology of that time has resulted in scans of less than ideal quality. I am confident that you will find the content of these sermons more than sufficient to make up for any difficulty in reading them.
Please visit Fire and Ice: Puritan and Refomed Sermons at:  http://www.puritansermons.com .


Que&.XXXI.

Affenbly’s Catechifim,

437

with the means, and inwardly moving upon
their minds and Conftiences.  He therefers
oiters that to them,which may convince their
reafn,and move vpon their atfettions ; which
is the way in which man is rationally drawn
to the exertingof humane atlions. And onthis
account he is taid 10 perfwade men. Gen. 9.
26. God fhali enlarge Fapherb, and ke st dwell
11 1be tents of Shem,  Sec,2 Cor 5.1, Kuowuig
thercfore she terrer of ihe Lord, we perfwade
Wi,

(2} THAT hence, Fairh in Chriff mafi be
buitic wpen ab: Knowledge of him Itevera
Sinner be perfuaded 1o venture himfelt upon
Chrilt for Lite, it mult be vpon a diftovery
that is made to and in him.and thae Chrilt is
fuch an obistt as is every wav fic tor him fo
todo. The At of the Will cansot be called
gn humane Adtany turther then as it fllows
the dittates and direttions ot the (Jndeittind-
ing. Faith tadeed is 2 Confidence, bur ir is
ever built uponKnowledge, fo thar till there
be a difcovery made of Chrift vo the Man,by
which he apprebends him 1o be 2ble to fave
him to the utrermedt, he will nor caft him.
T:1f upon bim for Frernity,  Fasl therefore
bath luchh ar expresion, 2 Tinn 1. 12 For [
Anow whom [ have beheved, anl 1w por fuaded
that be s able 1o keep tha which | Lae, commit-
red ameo bum againfl  Datr day.

(3., FHaT this Knowiedge mufl ¢ by Reve.
lavion. There are bur two woys in which
Men cancome by the Knowleze ot any thing,
viz, by rhe Improvement of natural Realun,
or by Revelation trem God 3 the former can
extend no furcher thea to fuch Rales ot Prin-
ciples as are rooted in the rarure of things,
and there ro be difcerned by rche light of
nature 3 fuch therefore as have no rooting
there, but depend upon the Divine Pleafure,
can be no otherwife known, thap as God fees
meet to declare them ; and fuch is cheKnow-
ledge of Chrilt, both as to his Perfon, Na-
tures,and Offices. Pew! theretore aferibes this
Kaowledge ot his to this tountain, Gal1. 15.
Hence that, t Cor- 2. 13, Which things alfs we
Joeak, not in the words wiich mans wifdom
reacherh, bit which the Holy Ghoft teachet, com-
paring fpiritual things with [piritaal.

(4) LYHAT God bath ¢befen the Gofpel 10 be
the Inftroment iz and by which this Revelurion
15 made, 1f we fpeak of the macter of the
Gofpel, thar is"the Revelation itfelf, ir being
nothing elfe but thofe Trurhs wherein fallen
Mar’s Religion is containcd. Burt it we con-
fider the Gofpel as it is written and publith-
ed in the Scripture, fo it is an Inffrument
of this Revelation, and this is of God’s ap-
polntment. Henee thar, 2 Tim. 1. 10+ Bur 7
now wade manifefl by the appearing of our Savi-
our Jefus Chrigt,” who barh “abolifbed death, and
browght life and immeriality to light, through
the Gofpel. So rhar inand by it,God proclaims
to Men the glad tidings of Peace. There
were thofe thar were immediately -infpired
to record thefe chings, and Chrift hath ap-
pointed an order of Men to preach them o

Men, but it is the Golbel or Wil o God
that isro be preached, 2 Timea, 2,2, 10, 17.

(5-y HENCE oardinarily, Tihere ere mone
called, b thafe o whone the G. el iy broughs in
the external Difforfution of a1, i o, ehher the
writin Word of God, or the publick Frea bing
of ir. For althovzh God's Power is not b
be called into Quetltion, yer it he both fien
meet o reffrain the exciting of ic ro fuchi 4
way, his declaredWill ovghr 1o {et vs dewn,
nor can we have any other Ruoleto judge by,
The Apoltle therefore fpeaking of his w1
ter,declares himfelt plumply, Row. 1o 14,13,
Nor can we nzme thar People in the Warl g
that ever received the Knowledge ot Chrilt
in any other Way.

(6) THAT God brings not the Golpel ordi-
martly, o any People, but where 1here are fone
tibe Fffellually Culled by 1. 1t cangnt he in-
ftanced, where the Gofpel offer was cvep
made to Men, meerly lor Condemnation.
God knows who are bis, accordicg to the
Purpofe o hisGrace,betore they are {o calfed,
where they live, and accordizgly arders. eio
ther the Golpel to come to them, or them to
came toit » And his Providence harh been
very remarkable on this account. We ate
told, whatis che diret end of ir, AfF. 26, 18.
It is therefore for the fake of fuch whom he
intends it to have this efficacy upon, that he
over-rales the difpenfarioss of ir

2. THAT in the Gofpes, God makes Offvrs of
Chrilt, end Salvation by biiw, 102kl that 11 comes
anmte.  Here ler us ablerve,

(v.) THAT God fends the Gafpel ts men, by
Men, whom be empioys for ther end,  Tie
Gofpel is prefented to men in the wav of an
Fmbafly, and God harh made choice of men
like our {elves ra be the Fmhalladors of it.
This tirle Fau! aflomes to himfelf and rhe
other Gofpel Miniffers, 2 Cor. § 20, An§
hercin he both purs a great honsur upon thefe
whom ke fo employs; Fexl mentiousit as fo,
Eph. 3. 8. and aifh greatly favours men,in that
he fendsto them by {uch, who may fay to
them as Elibu 1o Job, Joh 23-4, 7. Bebodd, I
am according 1o 1by wiftr in God's flead : | alfo
am formed cut of ibe clty. Beboid, my terroi
Jhall mor moke thee afvard, neiihor fhali my hand
be beavy upen thee: God might have employed
Angeis, and they would have gloried inic, as
an bigh honour pur npen them But he hath
chofen this way, andit is tor his own Glory
teo. 2 Crr.d.7 But we have this treqfure in
eariben viffels, 1has the exceliency of the powser
may be of God, ard nor of us,

(2.) THAT 1bis Errand is 1o pullith the
glad tidings of Peace, and invize men 10 accepe
of ir. Thurtheretore is ufed as 2 periphrafis
of the Gofpel Miniltry, a3, 52. 7 How becw-
tif ul upon the mountains are 1he feet of buiw thab
bringe:h good t1dings, that pablifbed peace. that
bringerh good tidings of good, thar publifbeeh ful=
vation, that faith unto Zion, Thy Godrejgneili ¥
The Golpel is called, the Gofpel of Feace,
becaufe it is ah Inftrument ot making Recon-
tilidtion & Peace between God and man. ; ig’
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had made them enemices, bur Chrift came to
make up the breach, 2Cor 5.19. And havirg
remcved thavout of the way which ob{iruld
this Peace, now he fends thisMeflage to men,
and the Errand is, not only to declare that
there 15 a2 way opeped to, ir, bur to ufe all
urnrolt entreaties with Sinners to accept of
ard imbrace ir, verszo. _

{2 THAT rtherr Commiffion is o all, thar
come within the Dearing of themywithout reftritlion.
Remember that their Errand iseo declare that
there is Sulvation to be hag by Chrift for Sin-
pets, who are under Condemagiion s to make
offers of it 1o men, to invite them feriouily
to accepr ot it, and to warn them on their
peril, thar they do not rejedtit. Nowinall
this they are to at according vo thelr Com-
mitlion and Charge, and neither te go beyond,
not come thort of ir.  As to the fecrer por-
pofes of God, they are not zequainted with,
nor €an, nor may they meddle with them.
Bur as to God’s revealed will, they molt
declarethat. Now the Charge which Chrifk
gave his DDifciples, which allo exrends to all
the Gofpel Minifters,in their tation, it com-~
prehends all that 1hey preach to, without
exception. Sev, Mar. 28, 19, Mer 16, 15,
They arc 1o rell every one,thac thereis Chrift
a Saviour who came into the World ro fave
Sinners 5 that there areno Sinners but may be
faved by him, if they accept of and comein
to him for it. That they come in Lis Name,
and have Orders to befpeak them, and tcll
every one of them, thar Chrilt by them, asks
their Confent, and olfers all his Grace and
Salvarion to them : That nothing can hinder
their being faved by him, but only their wil-
ful putting him away from them, Hence the
general terms thar are ufzd in thisinvitation,
Ifar. 55. 1, Rew. 22. 17,

3. THAT in the Gofpel ihefe Offersare made
upon Terms, which are therein opened,  There
is not only an offer made, bur alfo 2 treaty
propofed in the Goipel unto Sinners.  And
here,

(1.) THERE is not only Salvation to be had
by Chrifl, but there is alfo a way appointed by
God,in which it 15 10 be bad. God hath not oaly
ordained Men to be faved, but hath likewife
derermined how they fhall 1o be, and this is
as firmly fixed as the other.  And notwith-
ftanding the abfolure certainly thar fome
Thall be faved, it is true, that none fhall be
faved in any other way bur this, We are
therefore told of the way of Peace, Rom.3. 17,
And Chrift gave order to his Difciples to
preach the Gofpel en thefe terms,Mar.16.16,
He that believeth and is baprized, fhall be faved,
bat be that belicveih nov fhall be damned, 1f
ever God brings any to erernal Life, ir {hall
be through the way in which he hath defigned
ir. Hence that, Tiv 3+ 5. Nor by works of
righteoufncfs which we bave done, but according
to his mercy be faved us, by 1he wafbing of rege-
neration, and renewing of the bely Ghoff,

(2) IN this wey tbere is fometiing 1o be
complied with &y them that will be faved.

Man is not carried in this way as a fenfelefs,
or ameesly {eofitive Creature,bur asa rational
Agent: And as he is enducd with an homane
will, capable of making its own ele@ion, fo
Gad applies himfelf ro it accordingly. Tho?
it 1s be sbat draws us, yer we maff rum after
biw,Cant.1.4. As God will fave no man againit
his will, 1o he will lead no man in the way
ofir, by a forcible compulfion, but by u fpon-
taneous, or voluntary confent.  Hence thar,
Plal. wro 2 Thy people fhaii Be willing in the
day of iby power, in the beauties of bolinefs from
ihe womb of sle mornirg : theu bafl 1hs dew of
thy yourh,  They [hall chufz the good, aud
refufe the evil,

(3) THAT men may comply with thisway es rea-
Jonable Creatures, ihe terms of it mu f1 be cpened
#o theas.  An humane choice, though it be an
alt of the will, yer to render it humane, it
muft be guided by the prattical underftanding:
rnor can it otherwife be denominared an
election. Thar therefore men may be capable
ot making fuch a choice, they mull be ac-
quainted with, that fo they ‘may have the
knowlege of that about which it is to he made.
Heuce we have that expreilion, Plal.o, 1o, d7d
they ihat know thy name, will put thetr trufi :n
thee, The man muft apprelend the thing to
bz good, in order ro his clefing with ir,
whereas,that which he knows norhing of, he
can neither derermine to be good nor cvil,
and fo cannot exert an aft of his will about
it. That therefore is reckoned as no fmall
part of the natural man’s mifery, Rom. 2. 17.
And the way of peace bave they nor krown,

(4.) FOR this end,God in the Gofpel, propofeth:
thefe 1erms in the way of a Covenant. ~ The
Gofpel treary is frequently in the Scriptures,
called a Covenant; and the reafon is,becaufe in
it God dealswith menin a way analogons toz
Covenant amoag men- God therefore,together
with making offers of eternal Life by Chrift,
declares to men the way in which it is to be
had. And in the Gofpel he fhews to rhem
what is required of them if ever they hope
to be {aved, and wonld not be athamed of, or
have thofe hopes to perith.  Hence that,Joh,
3. 36. He thar believerh on the Son, baih ever-
lafling iife : and be that belicveib nor on 1he
Son, fhall nor fee life : but the wrath of God
abideth om bim. And in this regard it is, thet
the Promifes of the New Covenant are con-
nefled with thofe Precepts which require 2
conformity 1o them, in order to our partaking
of the gocd promifed ; as is every where to
be obferved.

4. THAT in the Golpel, God ufeth al! means
Juitable 10 perfwade men 0 accepr of 1his Offer
on thefe terms. He not only propeleth the
tertns, but he urgeth them wich earneftnefs,
and accommodates the pleas ufed ro move
vpon them.  And here,

(1,) THE natural man Eaows not 1he need
be bath of Chrift orSafvation by bim. Man under
the power of Unregeneracy, is ignorant of his
own mifery, He is poorand wretched & blind,
&c. and knows it not. He thinks,&c,Rev-3.17.

Becaufe
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Bevarfe thow fayeft, Iam rich, and incrigfed
awith goods, and bave need of notbing = and know-
eft nor tlat tlou arl wretehbed,and mifereble,and
puor, and bhiad, and maked. He labours under
that grievous crror,which makes him mifcall
good, evil, and cvil, goed 3 and being ina
dcep fleep of fecurity, he can hear of Chrift,
and his glorious Excellency, and the Salva-
tion that he is Aathor of, and nor ar all con-
cern him{etWabour it. Ler thole that necd i,
ek ir, as for him, he hopes rodo well with-
out it. Qur Saviour Chrift tells us, Mar. 5.
12, They that be whole wced not a plyfician, bur
they that be Jfick.  And iuch ap one is he:and
for that rea{bn he concerns not himfelf ro feek
an intereft in this precious $avicur, bur he
thay carry his Salvation to whom he pieaferh
for him,

(2} NAY, There is inbimanataral averfe-
nels 1o cempliance with the way of Selvarion by
Ciri#. Not only doth ke not know hisneed
of it, but the terms ox prepoials of ir are
gricvous to him, The way of life opened in
the Gofpel, being fuired on purpole tor the
exalration of the tree Grace of Ged,is direttly
crofs to theinelinarions of the provd natare
in {allen man - fo thac the very offers of it
do @1 up this malignity to give oppolition
hereto. We are wold, Rom. &, 7, Becaufe 1he
carnal mind is enmiry egainft God = for at is
nof_fubjedl 1o the luw of God, neither indeed can
be. ” And by that law we may underttand,the
Rufe of Life which 1s vevealed 1o fullen man,
And indecd, pone buc an humbled Soul can
ever cnmport with it. Man would have a
righteruinels of hisown, and cannot tell how
1o ttoop to go to Chrift ro be covered under
his. He muft find and know him{elt mifera.
ble indeed, before he will give his confent to
this. How was it with the Jews Rem.g.31,22.
But Ifracl, which followed ofter she law of righ-
2eoufnifs, hath not arrained to the law of righte-
oufnels. Wherefore 2 Becanfe they foughs ir,
stot by faith, but as it were by the Works of the
daw : for tbey flumbled at that flun biing dune.

(3) HENCE hr muil be perfuaded 1o sbis
in erder tobis compliance. And there mult
be trong perfuations ufed, to prevail with
one who hath ro inclination to, but hath
a deeply rooted aveifion and prejudice againit
a thing; for if he do make cholce ot it, his
confent muft be gaived 3 and for that be
muft chapge his mind, which cannot be an
effc of force,but mult be donc by periwafion.
tTato which it is abfolurely neceflary thar he
be made to take up other fentiments about
thefz things, than he before Dhad of them.
For, while he not only defpifeth, bur hates
them, ke will never cordially imbrace them.
¥or the heart of the natural man is exceeding
tenacious of the way thatitisin. According
to, Fer. 8. s.

(4.) GODto thisend int th:Gofpelufeih all Ax-
guments fxitable for this per fuafion. A luitable
perfwafion is built upon fuch rational confi-
derations offered to the perion, as may con-
vince his Judgment or Confeience, thar the

thing propofed ro him is good, of nccelliry,
or lome way profitable for him; ard the
peglet of it will be horttul ro him : 1o as
thereby ro work upon his affettions, by whicl
the whole man is fcr on goina. And fuch 4
courfe as this the Spirir of God uicth in his
treating ot Sinners by the Gofpel, in whick
he urgeth his Invirations upan them.

Cv.] BY fhewing them iheir ahfointe neceflity
of Chrifl to be o Seviowr 10 them? That thev arc
undone, % muit needs perifheverlaftingly with-
ouc him. He,by clear evidence, & irtctragible
demanftration lays hefore them the truch of
that, A&-4. 12, Neither is there falvation in
any other : for there is none other rame wnder
beaven given among men, whereby we muft b
Saved.  That it God had nor fent his Soninto
the World 1o work out Redemption for us,
we had been loft for ever ; and thatif we
now do nor ciofe with him upon the terms
propofed, we remain hopelefs.  And there
can be no Argument more torcible, rhan whye
is urged from neceffry. When the man's
condition is reduced ro one way of help, and
if 1hat fail, there is none other left, all
objetions are hereby anfwered, all doubts
filenced. Whar courfe be uferh to evidente
this, will afterwards be confidered. when we
tome to confider the Internal werk of the
Soirir.  Bur the truch of this isafftrred and
proved. in the Gofpel.

U2 BYdifeovering the fulnels of {ulliciency;
and (uitablenels there ésin Chrift,rp be a compleat
Sevicur, He makes it to appear that be i3
every way turnifhed for this work, and that
there is nothing wanting in lim, for rhe de-
livering of us fremall mifery, asd crowning
us wirh perfeét bleficdnefs ; and {o demen-
{trates the truth of thar, Heli7.25. Wherefore
be is a'le alfo 10 fave them to the utrcrmoil 1hat
come unto Ged by bim, feeing be ever liveth 1o
make 1nterceffon for them.  Helays open the
fulnefs of Chrift, and the inexhaultablc
treafures that are ftored in him, fir to anfwet
all the ends of fallen man. 8o that a/f they
mufl needs be bieff-d, that put their trult inbim,
Pril. 2. 12. Which how he doth will alfo in
irs place come to a diftin& Confideration.

U2y BY festing before them 1be 1eadirefs
there 15 in Chrift so fuve them on thefe terms,
not only that be 35 able ¢ fuve, bat thar e 7
willing to receive all that thus accepr of biam.
Hence in the Golpel, he fers before rhem, alt
the preciounsCovenant-promiles,that are made
to all that fo do; all thecarneft [nvizations
that are given 1o Sinncis to come to him;
a1l the Complaints thatr he makes of their
obitinacy in refuling to come; and how infi-
nitely he is pleafed with thefe thar hearken
to his Call. and come in upon it 5 togecher
with the Welcome that all fuchdo find with
him. And what can be morc urgent er pet-
{wafive ?

5. THAT all to whom the Gofrel is funt, do
not come up ro,and accepraf thefe Terms, Thac
this is fo praftically is undeniable, Arnd
would we know whence it is, obferve,

(1.) THERE
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(1) THERE are none that wiil comply, fo long
ar they hope 10 do well enongh withour Chrift.
That is the langoage of {ecureSinners,Job21.
va,15. Therefore they fay unto God,Depart from
ws ¢ for we defire not the kaowiedze of thy ways.
What 45 the Almighty, that we fhould ferve bim?
amlwhar profii fhatlwe bove 1f we pray wnto himé
Nore ever came to him till neceflity drove
themn.  Noris it to be wondred ar, it we
conhider the fecurity, pride, 2:.d enmity,that
is ln the natural man,

(2.) THE Geypel Ambaladors con bar Cffer
and Bnrrear. This they muft do, elfe ey
will incur guile, and be called o anfwer for
bload, Ezek 2. 17,18, BRuc thoegh chey are
faichiul asd kitful, and fpave for no pains,
yet finners may die in theiy fins. Ooly they
{ave their own Souls. Ged will never charge
them wirh the dearh of fuch. We fec how
itis in this refpect, Uai. 49. 2, 4. dnd fud
anto me, Tha art my fervams,Q fraciin whom
I il be glorihed. Then | fiid, | beve leboyred in
wain, D bave jpene my @rongils for woughsand in
vain, yt furely my jodswent i with the Lord,
and my w rk wih my Gad,

(3.} YEA, the Gufpe! ir feif proves to foue
eveatidly « fivour of Death, 1cis noteffectual
on ait unto Lite. And hence the preachivgol
ir, is an oeealion of the hardning ot fome, as
well as the [ifinirg ot athers, Whar {aith
the ApMtle? 2 Cor2. 15,16. For we are znto
God a fweet favour of Clriff, inthem that are
Saved, anlin thewm thar peryfb. To i one we
are the juvour of death anis deash, and 1o the
other, the_favour of fife uato hije. Yea, fach
was the erraud of the Prophet, liai 6.9, 10,
And be f.1d, Go and 1ell tns prople, Hear, ye
imdeed, but underfland not, end fee ye indeed,
but perecive note Make the beart of ilis peo-
ple faz, and suske iheir cars bea vy,and fhut their
cyes s deft ihey fee with their eyes, and bear wub
their ears, and wnderfland with their bears, and
e noert and be bealeds  Many delpife rhele
offers,and many prefume,and abufe che Grace
of it to their own ucter undoing.

(1) THEElettof God are mixed with others,
for whofe jake the Gefpel comes among then,
God will call his own whom heknows. They
dwell in the mid(t of wicked men.  lris by
ihe Gotpel that he will bring them home to
himiclf, He fznds this Goipel by fuch as
know not who they are, but are to taviteall..
Ard Chrilt hach {2id of his own, Joh, 6. 37.
At thar the Father batb given me fball come 10
me Thiough of others he mukes thar complaint,
Joh. 5-40. dud ye will mot comg o wie, that ye
wight bave life

(5.) THAT God will be as well glorifyed in
them thar refift Chrif, as in sbem thar imbrace
him. Though the primary defign of the Gol-
pel was not mea’s damnation, yet, if men that
enjoy it, do not hearken 10 the Call given,
but refufe to entertain theSalvation fet before
them, God will recover honour upon them
in this refpeft. And for thar reafon we have
Chrilt himfelf {o menaciog, Mar. 11-21, 22,
Wo unto thee Chorazin, wo unio thee Bethfaida :

Jor if tbe mighry works which were done in you,
bad been done in Tyre € Sidon, they would bave
repemied long ago in fackeloth €7 afbes.  But I
Jay anio you, it Jhall be more 1olerable for Tyre
and Sidon ot the day of judgment, then for you.

6. THAT bence, there 3 a fur:ber cflicacy
requeifite, 1o make theGafpelpowerful 1o Efiettual
Calling. For,

(1.) THE veafon why menare not perfwaded
by the Gojpel, is not for wanr of fufficiency in
the nrgmmencs wfed iniv. They are thelame
by which fome are perfwaded, whkich move
not others, bur harden them to their
own deftruttion. The fame Text of Scripuure,
the 1ame Sermon,hath this conrrary evenr,&¢.

(2 ) THE reafon of this difference is nor in
the differcnt navures of the fubjeils 1o whow the
Gofpel is offered. They are all of one kind,

have the fame fotr of facalties, and powers
in them : the fame difpotitions & inclinations
to fin ; the 12me aver{zrion frem good ; there
is not one herrer than another, Hom 2 9,

(3.) BENCE, the making the Gofpel effeilant
to Converfion depends om a OmnipotentAgent,
The Golpel is an Infkrument of this, butaone
can ufe it toeffedt bue the Spirit. Manindeed
hath rational powers in him, and muft rhere-
fore be fo rreated 5 buc all gracious Qualiiies
are loft : and thefe muft be 1effored, before
ke can ufe thefe powers gracioully 3 which
none but God is able to do in and tor them.
Phit 213, Eph 2.8, And there is no con
rradiétion between God’s treating men as
rational agents,and yer fupplying their defelts
and impotency of atting gracionily, by re-
newing his Grace in thofe powers.  And thig
brings us to the Confideration, of the lnrernal
Qperations of the Spirit.

Us g. LET ibis then advife us, 1o fbe
very thankful for the Gofpel, fo 10 be exceed-
ing car«ful what Entertainment we afford iz,
God is to be praifed for this tavour. All have
it not- And they thar are without it perifh.
But by it, we bave advanrage to be inftruéted
in the way of life, and treared with about
the things of our peace. Nor have we berter
deflerved it than thole who enjoy it not- But
let us rejoyce with trembling 5 confidering,
thar it we defpife the Offermade, and refule
to comply with the Terms of the Treaty,
that are propofed to us, we fhall not ocly
mifs of Erernal Salvarion, as all thofe cthat
never heard rhe Gofpel fhall do, but ic will
bea moft aftonithingArticle,in thelndiftment
that fhall be brought in againtt us, thar God
fent his Ambailudors of Peace to us, and by
them proclaimed the Gofpel of Peace to us,
and with much Entreary, and long Partience
waited vwpon vs 3 but we would npot anfwer
his Call, but wilfully withttoed him- Trem-
ble at the thoughrs of having this to be
accufed for, before his grear and terrible
Tribunal,
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