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SERMON CXVi1I

2, E cenvinceth then of Mifery,  This

Convittion is {ubordinated to, and
promoied by the former, and hence the Con-
viftion of it is rationally applied 1o the
rataral man, For,

(1.) THE milery of 1be reafonable Crecrare,
ix properiy 10 fruag or punifbment of . How
far God may inSovercignry afilitt one thar
is innocent, meerly 1o affere his Supremacy,
I fhall ot ditpute 5 but ir is cenain, that
the mifery of manis, as inflifted on him by
God, ap execution of Jultice, and {o it muit
vefer to fome law or 1ule of righteonfnefs,
WNow, Deach, which comprehends all mife-
vies under 1t, is {aid to be the wages of S,
Rom: 6. #3. And to be brought into the
world by it, Chup.5.12. Man by making him-
Jelf {intul, precured 1o be made miferable.
All mifery being nothing elie, butthe execu-
tion of the rhreamnisg that was denounced
againtt fin, Gea. 217 And if man had nor
finned, man bal been a perpzrual ftranger o
all mifery, any forcher than as it {tcod n the
threatning to be his faichful Monitor-

(2:) THE light of Natuie psints man to read
Lis mifery in bus fin, and bis jiz in bis mifery.
The nawural man is faid re be a law 1o bimfelf,
Rom. 2. 14. And it mult be {0 : forthe fame
light which difcovers to man that there is
a God, who is Governour ot the Werld, and
to whom all Creatures owe their fervice,
doth alfo witnefs in kim #7ghr 8 wrong, that
fach things be oughr to do, and fuch things
o avoid 5 and nor only fo, but thac
there is a Jultice of God, which will punith
men tof theircranfgrefiions. ThischeApoltie
plainly infinuaves, Rom 1. wir. Who knowing
the judgment of God (thar they which commit
fhcffrhjng: are worthy of death) not only do the
fame, bur Dave pleafare in them thay do them.
And hence have rifen thefe terrors of Conf
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cience in meer Heathen, upon the cor
of fome unnarural fius. The fame lipghe alfo
makes men, when they meer wir fome nota-
ble Atllittions in Providence, 1o Lave feartnl
refentments of fin, as the maral procoring
cavfe ot ir. Hence the Widow of S:f'rf.fr'.':
upon the fudden Death of hep Son, could In
expoftulare with the Propler, 1 Kip, 17, 18,
and fbe foid unto Bliga, What bave | 10 dpacish
tbee, O thow mant of God 7 arr thow come mila
226 10 calf By fine to remembrance, and ¢, Sy ey

mitiffion

Som,

(3.) THE Word of God puh Jelly deelared
the mifery of man by fin, and ihe miiural wan
is ;dflabfﬁ' of being conuvineed by ir. Tiore is
a full account given of 1his mifery, Tirere
we are acquainted with the halinels of Ged,
which is pecaliarly difplayed in the ditplea-
Ture which he conceives againdt fin. Hab .13,
Thow art of purer eyes then 10 beboid cuil, amd
canfl got losk on inigaity. There we are told
of the Law or Covenanr of (zod, inwhich he
not only forhad man tofin, butalfe threarned
him wirh Deathin cafe he fhculd i do,Fzek,
18. 4. The foul thar finnetls irfhall die.  There
we arcaflored of the Juitice of God by which
he hath eagaged himielf to punifh fin accord-
iug to the tenor of the Law which ke pue
man under, Plale 7. 11, 12. G.o judgeeh ahe
righicous,and God is angry with the wicked pvery
day. If be twrm net) be wili wher bis Juword
bz bath bert s bow, and made 1 ready,  There
we have an account of all the Plagues and
Miferies thart are contained in that curfe of
dea:h which is fallen upon man for fin,which
are 1o be gathered out of 3l the feverl
threatnings recorded in the beok of God,
There we have the reafon rendred of all the
fearful Judgments of Ged thar have come
upen the Wosld ever fiice man’s {all, which
are redoced to Sin as the procuring cavfe of
them. Now all thefe diftoveries are adapr~
ed to hwmane reafon.  So thar a pacoral
Confcience is capable of receiving the im-
preflion of a Convittion of them ; and made,
both to acknowledge their fin, in rhemiferies
they meet with, as did Fhereah, Excd. g. 27.
And ro be put into fearful expeStation of

he miferies which they read iy che threar-
ning, though for the prefent the execucion
of them is deferted.  As they, Ifai 32 14.
The finners in Zion are afraid, fearfalrefs batly
Surprized thetlypecrites ¢+ who avong ws jlai
dwell with the devorring fre ¢ wha amorg 15
Jhall dwell with ibe cverloftng barnings @
The Spiric therefose fers hvme thele thi gs
on the Confeience, aud powerfully produceth
thefe Conviltionsin ic. Of which we may
take a brief accoune; fill referving a refpedt
to the cautious that have been formerly
entred.

Cv.] HE comvinceih the Sinner of the Sate
of Condemnartion that be is in, by ihe fentence
of ihe Law which he is wader. ™ The ttate of
Cendemnatien into which apuftate man is
fallen, properly confilts in thar guile which
he is under, by vertue wherebfhe is fentenced
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to undergo all the direful effeéls of rhe
wrath of Ged which are incloded in the
threaenirg of the Law.  For Gmir 4 nethizg
eifc bt ihe binding a perforn rver to fuffer Fa-
ceiement, according to the Law wnder which be
GFaods. Now there arc two ways, by which
tue word of God difcovers this {tate, both of
wiich the Spiiit of Gud fers home on the
Confcience. Oue is by the impurationof the
uitt and great wranfgicoon , whereby the
guilt of it derives to eveiy one of _d(f:;r?;z:
pregeny, God ueate g with lim in the fiift
Covendat as the hiead of Mankind § where~
woon atl are faid o die va bem, 1 Cor, 15, 22,
Awd fio and dearh, not only to be introduced
by Giim, hut to pais trem him upon all, Rom.
5. 12, Wheeefare av by coe man fin enired into
e world, and deatl by jin o and fs death pafied
wpan adf men, for dhar ail fave franed. The o-
tier is by actaal fin, the wages whereof s
deelared 1o be derhr, Ko, 6, 22, Apd the
thiestning agailt which is prlitive, "foek
1. 4. Now the Spirit of God makes this
Conviftion, by ferring in with thefe truths,
and making the man to acknowledge them,
by vielding himfell 1o be uuder the condem-
nacion of whe crert drarfgrcifion, according 1o
the plain trefbmony of the Word of God 5
and thewing them the lawagaintt which they
have afualiy renfgrojjed, and the fentence
therein denovoced tor their fins (o commirted;
whereby they thand guiley aud condemned in
theit own Confeiences.  Thus he makes
them to conclnde themiulves o be wmea of
dears by the law of Gad.

P2, L fhews bim how fearfully miferable
be is, by reading ali the Crrfes ro Dim, ard
chirging thom wpen bim,  Yoe Dearb which
by the festence of eondemparion, the finrer
is doomed vo fufler, is 2 velaminous Word
it 1s rot a fiagle, bur a complex mifery, and
there are very large Commicniaries made upon
it in the beok of G. . FTlhereareinnumerable
evils comprehended in the curfey for we amie
reld whar a feartul thingiv is, Lech. 5. 2, 3
Gt be faid wato e, Wha feefl thew 2 and 1

afwered, D fee a Aying ridl, the fengil thereof

iv teeney cabtrs, and ile breadih thereof ten
cubits. Tien faid be wnio me, This 15 2be curfe
that goeth forsh vver the face of the whole earth,
And all thefe belong to the mifery that fin
hath brought vpon man,  The Spirit of God
iots this Kol before the man, and makeshim
o read ity it fers lis Confcience on work,
and caufeth bim to moditate terrors. He
expounds thar Text 1o bim, Gen. 2,17, Bar
of the tree of the ku wicdge of good and et
toa flalt nat cat of a5 for inthe dap thar thou
carefb theref, thou foait furely dic.  And tells
him that be is expofed by ir, to a bodily
Death, and therciu to foffer all thofe fick-
nefles, pains,loffes,dilzraces,vexations, which
ever were felr or heard of in the World, and
at length 1o undergo a fepararion of’ Soul
and Rody, and be made worms meat ina rot-
ting Grave : That he is an open prey to all
{piricual Plagues 5 to be a veflel of Hell,

led about captive by Seran at his wil}, to be
tormented wich the {tings and lathes of a ter-
rified Confcience, eating out all his comfort,
and beginning an Hell in him upon Earth
making him a2 Megor Miffabib, an intelerable
burden to hiralelf, 3xd an horror to ali thac
fee him : Fhar he doth butlive tofill up his
mcafure, and heap up the more aftonifhirg
treafvres of Wrath ro himlelf, aud 1o live
ina continunal expeltation of divine vengeancs
to cut him oft and deltroy him. Thar heis
a {ubjett of eternal Dearn, and is only 1e-
pricved tor a while curing pleafuse, mean
while polling apice to the lake of brimftone,
where be is to undergo an crernal {eparation
frem the preferce of God's tavour, and {uffer
the fury of God in that place where the
Worm dies ror, and the fire is Bor gucached
but e mult {pend a wretched Kierniry among
tte Devilr ad the Dammed, 1o tormients in-
wlerable, and wirhout the leaft hope of
deliverance, through an endlets Ereraity.
Thus lie makes him to read, and fee this 0
ke his portion luid out in the Curfe ; and
thouzh fain he would, vet he cannot divere
his thouglts rom it, nor ftop his Confcierca
from pafling this doom vpon him.

U3, ik makes bim ro find and feel 1he he-
ginnings of b fe miferics 1o be alvcady ppon
£0% 5 aad 1hat, bath thofe that are temporal, end
thafe that are irisval.  There s a feslible
Convittion which he affords to men, or at
lealt a leading of them by thar which is fen-
fisle, to an apprekerdion of, their fad frare,
That there 1s a began operation of the Cutle
upon finners in this life, is cerrain, and the
Spirit of Ged makes nie of’ it to bring ren
to adecper fight of the mifery thar is on
them, All men readily coufels that the
condition of mankind i5 troublefume and
iorrowtul 3 but men generally fee not the
vrue reafon of it, but are ready ro jay, with
the Fhiliftines, it is a Chance.  But God many
times, brings fome fore trouble wpon men,
and with it thews them the threatning of
his Word, and makes them compare them-
ielves wirh it, and thereopoen to conclude it
to be 1 {ruit ard effelt of it.  Thas it was
with Fifepls Brethren in thar diftrefs of
theirs, Gen. 42, 21, Adad they fud ene to ano-
ther, We are vertly guilty concerning our brahes,
17 that we faw the anguify of bis foul, when be
brfought wr 5 and we would not bear : therefore
ts thes diffrefs come wpont us. Thus mens {or-
rows by the Word and Confcience, aremade
to Thew them the wrath of God, and their
mifery by ir.  And thusalfo fpiritual miferies
are {enfibly begun in them, whiles he fers in
with them, and makes them roread op, and
fee themfelves equally expofed roall thereft,
and puts them into a fearful expetation of
them. And they areconvinced thar God hath
hegun wirh, and let loofe his hand upon them,
and they are terribly atraid that he will pro-
ceed to the nttermoft. And hereby he caufeth
them to {ee that fin hath made them mifera-
ble. ThusGod fpeaks tUthcm,]er.:.[j,:f}yE
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Hajt thow not frocured this wnte thy feffin thar
thou baft forfaten ihe Lord thy God, when be
led thee by ife way 2 dad now what bafl toon
to do i ahe ceay vo Beype, 1o drink ihe voters
of Sibor ¢ or whut Difi 1hou to dv in ihe way of
Affyraa, to drink ibe waiers of the river ¢ Thine
own wickedrefs fouil corvelt thee, and thy backs
Hiding jbaii reprove thee : frow therefere and
Jee thar is an cvil shing and bitier thet thoa baft
Jorfaken the Lerd thy G, and that my fear is
nor i abee, farsh the Lord God of hofle. And
this indeed iy cne grear end of the Judgments
ot Ged which he brings on men, whether
publick or perfonal, that now he may bring
them to confideration, aed by rhe miferable
eflells of it ro give them a more clear fight
of the mifchiet which {in hath expofed them
untoe,

(43 HE convinceth bin of the powerful Ob-
ligation be is ander to fuffer ail ibe roft of the
auiferics contained i the threarning.  And he
many times makes ule of the tormerin order
to the prodoction of this. Thouvgh the curfe
be out againli every finper,and all the plagues
in ic are the perdion that he is Jdoomed ro
receive from the hand of God 5 yer iris here
a day of parieice and forbearance, in which
the hand of merey holds back the {ull exe-
cution of that fentence, And jueh is the
vanity and tolly ot Sincers, that they grow
fecure thereupon, yea are ready 1o thisk
themfelves happy, and put away all fears
of after-mifery.  But when the Spiriv plesf-
eth, he makes the Sinner 1o {ee his daoger,
and puts him from his fecurity, and that by
leading of him into a Contemplation of the
firength of the Curfe thar is upon him : He
fhews him the indifpenfible neceflity of un-
dergoing the utmoft extremity of i\, if there
be no Kedemption provided for, and applied
to him. He cavfeth him to underftand that
the fentence of the Law is pofitive, that there
are thofe plorious Artribures of God engaged
for the accomplithment of i, which would
Yofe of their glory, if Le thould not purfue
ir. His Helinefs, wiich is fet againft, and
cannot endure Sinners : His Trarh, which
bound itfelf 1o the fulfilling the threatning
as well as the promife of the Covenant: His
Faftice Yor the illuftration of the glory where-
ot, the Law or Covenant of Works arcefiah-
lifbed to be a rule of God’s proceedure with
man. In thefe the Sinner is made to 1ead
how certain he is to undergo all the rett, as
well as what he hath felt; that dclays are
no difcharges ; thar God is not {lack, but
will in due time, tulfill all thar he bach faid.

U5.] HE comvinceth bim, thar it isutterly be-
yord bis power 1o delivet bimfelf from this
mifery, yea, beyord the power of ihe whole Crea-
zion. That his help is not in bis own hand,
nor any perfon or thing in Heaven or Farth,
that ean relieve him,if God do not,Bfal.72.25.
And this Conviftion may be alfo wronght
upon the natural Confcience.  For,the' there
muft be a principle of Grace in us, toappre-
hend the {piritual mifery flowing from the

nargre of fin, yer the min Is coovicinis of
his legal mifery by vesiuc of his relation s
the Covenant of Werks, by vl :

mon reafon, whenapplicd Dty byt
Spirit 5 and from thar of 45 noinlefs fiaea
in regard cither of Fmilelf of the woarure,
Yor, whenhe rtads b mifory erounded i3
the fenrence of the Law condemoipe 1im,
and the Truch, Tultice sid Power of Geld cne
gaged in ir, to brisg all this mifiry upoa
him, hemoft conclude rhar there is Bur ous
of thele twe ways for kis cfzape; cther by
torditying agaiil’, and fo fzcmicg himifelt
from the wrath of Gedy or Ly compolirion,
buying him'elt out of the handsof the Law
either by force. orby price - but he is ¢ a-
vinced thar re'ther of thefe courfes witl
avail him. Nor thetormer, becaufe he hath
to do with the great Ged, who is a great
King, aguinft whom there is ro tifing up
whom naone cver refilted end profperedy be-
fore whom the mountains quike, and the
hills tremble.  There is no biding fiom him,
who is Qmailcicat, avd Omuipretent, Jer.22,
2a. Canr any Lide bimfoif in frorer places thar
I fhall not fee bom frath the Lord 2 o nor V fii
beavent and earrth ¢ faith the Lord,  There ig
o entiing the lifts againlt him, Hencethar,
1 Cor. 1¢. 22, Do e preveke ihe Lord 1o 7-a-
loafre € are we flronzer than he ¢ Wo Garrifon
in the World ftrong enough to keep out his
fury from overfiowing, 10 24, 19, Fraranl
1 pirand the frare e pjon ihee, O iababizant
of the earth. Mot vhe lairer, for thar multha
by a valuable Kedemprion-pitee paid, and 2
futlicient Righresuinefs offered 5 but he can
do aeither @ all the World will nor make
upfuch a fum, Plzl a9 7,8, Newe of ihem
cant by any mears redeem bis brother, por give to
God a ranfom for b : ( For the redesprion of
their fous 1s precius, and it ceafeth for everl)
God therefore blows on fuch an offer, Mich,
&. 6, 7. Wherewoirh fhail T come before the 1 ord,
end bow my foif before the Pigh God & foell T
come before i wito burar g riegs, with calves
of @ year ofd @ Wil the Loyd be plrefed with
thoufands of rams,or wul ten theufends of rivers
of oyt ¢ jhall 1 give my firfl-hern for my tranf=
groffi-n, the fuir of my body for the fir of my
Jeal ¢ And as ter a Righresufuels of hisown,
it cannot avail, becaute no-hing but Dearh
will anfiwer the feiece of the Law,

Cé3 ME convinceth biom thar all this 75 yigh~
teoully bofadlen i, Iris vue, the corrape
reafosings of carnal men do hore pife up,and
are ready to fiad fault with «he rigour of the
fentence of the Law, ard charge God for
being an hard Mafier: Bur ver the Sinners
mouth is here alfs ftapr,  Hence thar, Rom,
3. 19, New we &nicwo thet whar things feiver
the law foirD, i1 fuith 1o them who are wnder
the law : 1har every month mey be (I pped, and
all 1he world become guiliy before Gado Ard
our Saviour Chiilt rells us that the Spiree
fhall convance the world of Righresufrefs, Joh
16.8. Andro rhis belongs the Conmvitlion
of the Rightsoufuefs ot thelaw 5 fromwhich
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flows a sacional Conviction of the jultice of
the fenrance of ir, & that not meerly becaufe
icis Gods Law,  And the {ame reafon that
teils us there is 3 Ged, faith chat he cannot
be uarightcons.  Hence. that, Rom. 3. 5, 6
Bur if our asghteonfrefs commend the righie-
vufne[s of Ged, wbat foall we foy ¢ 15 God un-
righieous wha saketh vergrance ¢ (1 f peal as
2 men) Ged forbid : for bow ihen fhall Gud judge
the weedd. Bur there ts alfo a refsniment on
the Condciences of men, of the demeric of
fore fins, Rom. 1.ule, 'be kaewing ibe judg-
e oF Gody thar they wlich commir fui ihings
are worthy of doah. So thata Phareal’s Conl-
cicnce will declare for God, and pronounce
him righteous, Exod, 9. 27.  And by 2ll thele
Coptitt ons the fmner is made 1o find & feel
himicli to bu cxueamiy miferable. And
this may f{uliice for the Convittions them-
felves,

2. WE procesd to confiler the Effefls ehich
ghe Spiric works by ihem an the Confeiences of
Sinzers. Which are efpeciaily,

1. THI3 Cenviltion puts them into borrible

Feas. Year is properly 2 soluttaucy on the
hears, on the apprehiention of the danger of
fome approaching mifchiel; and arifech from
the hatved in us agaiadt ir, and an earncit
dcfite to efcapeit. ThusSinners &c. 1{a1.33.
14. Tle frnuers in Zion are afraid, fearfulnefs
bath furprised ihe hypocrites. Thisaffeltion was
pat into manar fi-lk, to make him cautious to
himiz!f, 1o keep out of harms way, and not
ty adveoture upon any fin.  But fince man’s
fall, and the mifery befallen him by it, there
is a ¢ouble improvement made of it by God
in lis Providence. Parntly, av a Funifbment
of Sen, and the biginning of bell on Sianers in
thiz Life : and this is, by making fuch im-
pre.ions by the forecited Coavittions on the
Coniciences of finners, as, together with
their fearful expsttation of fiery indigration,
tiicy puraway all hope from them, & abandon
themlcives 1o defperation; as did Car and
Fudes, Pavely,a a Preparitory for the gracious
difoivery of the Redemprion of Chrifi 12 the
Sauls of menin order 10 their making 1t welcome
when it comes,  For, fear, of its own nature,
puts men upon Hight, makes mea to feek an
efcape, if poflible, from the thing they are
afiaid of, aslong as there are any glimmering
Liopes of a poflibility for their efcaping, as
thefz are difcovered to finncrs by rhe Gofpel.
We thill therefore figd fuch an expreflion as
that, Pfal.83. 15,16, So perfecute them wath
hy tempeft 5 and make them afraid with ihy
fiorm : Fellbeir faces wirh fhame 5 rthat they
may feck by name, O Lord. And we fiid that
Pani makes ufe of 1be rerrers of the Lord 1o
perfwade men witha], 2 Cor. 5. 11, And if
{uch a Convi€tion as this be really wronght
in the Confcience, it cannot but leave the
impreflion of this fear upon him.

3. IT eats our a/l bis Comfort in any Crea-
ture Enjoymene.  Sinners,ia thislife,do enjoy
a2 great many outward favours of Ged : And
while Coniciencs is afleep, and the terrors

ot the Lord do not amaze it, they pleafe
themielves in the fruition of them, & reckon
themielves happy therein, We have an ac-
count of their jollity in their profperity,7ob
21. 12,13,  But wher Coniciencs is once
awakened wirh the Thunder, and wouuded
with the Lighwing of thefe Convittions,
their whole mirth is marred, and their jollity
contounded. Eirher it is to them 2s the
ftory ot Abigarl was to Nabaf, 1 Sam. 25. 37.
ot as the news of Fomathen to Adonifab, and
his guelts, 1 King. 1. 49,50. or as the hand-
writing on the wall was to Belfhazser in the
midlt of his carcufivg, Dun. 5. 6. All tends
tather to ageravate than moderate the fear
and trouble upon them. They can tafte no
more relith in any thing here, than in the
whire of an ecg.  Thele thoughts are like the
coloquintida of the Prophets, making them
to ciy out, There tr deatl in 1the For. ™ They
fee rhe curfe of God upon all, which imbit-
ters every Relation, and every Enjoyment to
them.

3. IT flrips bim of bis carnal Hopes € Con-
fidences. There is a vain hope, which fvcure
finnets beliter themfelves up withal, and on
which they build a prefumptuous confridence
thar all is and fhall be well with them, ard
by which they putaway from them allfears
ot the evil day. But when this Caavittion
comes home upon them, it fhrinks up all
thele hopes to nothing ; and rheir confidences
fly awzy trom them.  So we have the Hypo-
crite 1zt {orth, Fab 8,12, 14,15. For row
he is made to find the vanity, emptinefs, and
deceitfulnels of all the props on which he
fupported himfelf, that they are bur the
ftaff of a broken reed 5 that they can neither
fave him from, nor relieve him under the
mifery thatis upon him, and that is hattning
to devour him, And he is made, rhough un-
willingly, to throw them all away. As,Ifai,
2. 20,21, In thar day @ man fhall caft bis idols
of fluer, and bis idols of gold, which they made,
cach our for bimfuif 1o worflip, to the moles, and
to the bats : Ta go into the clefts of 1he rocks,
and inio the 1ops of the ragged rocks, for fear of
the Lord, and for 1be glory of bis majefly, when
bLe arifeth to fhake terribly the earsh. He is
made 1o {ee and acknowledge, that if he have
no other Objett of truft, he is loft beyond
hepe tor ever)!

4. IT makes bim very inguifitive, whether
ihere be no poffibility of bis ettape. Tho' the
corrupt heart in man hath a natuvral liking
to fin, whereby his lults are gratifyed, yet
nature itfelf relults at mifery, And hence
the fear of it pats him upon making that his
firft inquiry, after his danger is r1ealized to
him, Bat is there no way 1o be delivered from
it? Mufl I needs dye ¢ Is there no bape but
1 muft dwell with bverkfling Burnings ¢ Is
there notbing to be done that 1may be faved from
the Wrath 10 come ¢ Thus did they, when they
were pricked ar their hearts, A#. 2.37. Thus
did the rough Jaylor, when terrifyed, 4.
16.29,5¢, Hethat before,defpifed all counfels,

and
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and made light of Gofbel Invitations, now
begios to ask ferfous Queftions. .

5. AT fors bim wpen fegal Repenrance and
Reformartion.  Tais Indeed is the farthelt
that Conviftions leads the moft ware, avd it
is ufually the ficlt ching that any {er them-
{elves about.  Aud the ground or reafon of
it lies here : This Convittion of fin & mi'ery
go togethers the Spiric nor only coavinceth
men that they are miferable, but wheece
their mifery proceeds, wvis. from their fing
that that is it which hath involved them ia
all thefe forrows.  And the’ they Bave neta
geauine hatred of fin, forthat 35 a frorg
Grace, and Hows from the Grace of Kemone:
ration: ver they find it too kst for thom,
They fee, that it they go onin thelr weysof
fin, they run upon the pointof the Curfeand
go cerrainly todelirattion 5 this makesthivmn
to abftain, 2nd take up a courls ol Phues
inftcad thereof, Thusdid Jirer/ evce and
again, when God’s Judgments on them,wis't
Convittiops,and Terrors in thelr Conitiances,

&, 1L puis biae wpin @ siore difigenr and fri-
pus  Attendance om the Reports of the O (b2l
Before, he little regarded the Oidinances,
bur eicher neglefted coming ac them, or tonk
no heed to the Truchs deljvered in them, or
entertained them with Prejudice and Con-
rempt.  But now, the very heaving char the
Goipel is a difeovery made of a way inwhich
mi ferable Simners may be delivered, and ob-
tain Silvation, makes bim to entertuin a civil
refpett to and liki g of ity and chercupon
he hears thele glad tidives with no linle ra-
1ional content: fo did 1he flony grownd bearers,
Mac. 13. 20, Such effetts as thele are, the
Spirit works, as he {fees meer, by thele Con-
vittions.

Us e I HENCE Learn, what 12 think of
th:fe that are ftrangers 1o thefe Convidlicns,
We have already obierved, thar the Spirit
w.rks them diverly, hoth as to the maes
and degree.  Bur that wun that pretends 1o
belicve in Chrilt for S:lvidion, thar hath nov
been convinced of bis 1y, and miery by it,
cainot give a good reaina of his hope, or
{a:1s{y Lis own Coaltie:ce what he rraitsin
Chriti tor,

Uss W, LEARN hence, that thefe Con-
vittions 2lone, are mot o fufivient evidence of
a wan's good and fafe e, They arc of the
way iz Which Gud ulually, under the means
brings Sinners home to himfelf 4 but they
may bz wrought upon the natural principles
that are in fallen man, witkout any faving
change in the hearty and therefore cannot
give a diftinguifhing charater of a Child of
God.  Iris therctore prefumprion for any to
build their confidence upon them, Thele
Co:vittions may dyc away, or they may take
upaca iegal Repentance fhortof faving Grace,

Use. UL, HENCE ir é our duty to en-
deavoar with men, to brizg them ro, and nourifb
an them, thefe Convittions., If we defire. and
would be inftrumentzl of the Converfion of
our fricnds, we malt begin here, To tell

them of a Chrill, betvie we thew them rhoip
nced of him, s prepolterous 5 And thar is
dore by laying open betore them, the'r Sin
and Mifery,  And whenwe feeany labuarivg
under the d_iﬁrefs, of thefe Convittiong }e?
us rot be far1y tor, but glad of jr : a.d take
heed how we fick to fbop rhem. ]i"rhc.y«tt:i‘-d.
ro defpair, it is good ro ofter encouramemert
but not 1o hisder but help'the kind]; oper‘a-
tion of them, as to enconrage our prayirg
tor them, a-d ro fomenr the operation of
thees, uste 2 gally forrow miderche v s and
theicay, dolrg whatin us Hes to help c:ntl:a
Kepeasaacs that is not to be repented of, a.d
put them upon feeking of Chrifk refiledly tiit
tiey have teusd Lim,

»
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