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1ke fure of your Yocation ; and then re:

ber, that as God hath dercrmined, that
you muft pafs through this ‘dark Enery, and
henée thete is no avoiding it fo Chrift hath
rurned it from being a Mifchief nto 2 Bene-
fir, and hath taken itout the Curfe,and put it
into your Inventary.  And becaufs you muit
Dye, make it your great Bulincfs to Dye well,
and then yau need not be afraid ot but be
able ro lovk on it with this refletiion, This
alfo thall rurnto my Accoilnt
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SERMON CXXX/X.

I E proceed 1o confiler the Huppinefs of
Betisversar ther Death,which is bere

afferred and deferibed.  Thatthefe mull Pyc
as well 1s other Men hath been Dilcoutied,
and the Reafons of it Exhibited. That which
35 now to be madc appear, 1s thelr cerrain
Happinels when they Dye. And here two
Things may be clearcd, viz. 1. Thar ell Belie-
wers, and none but fuch fratl be bappy ot iheir
Death, 2. The things wherein this lappine/s
of theirs doth confiff.
1. THAT all Believers, and none bux fuch,
JBall be bappy at tbewr Dearh.  Death is the
common Lot of all Men, Pfulqg 1o, 8 9,48,
Every Godly Man cxpeéts in, and will fay as
e, Job 3c. 23, For { Anew thar how wilt fring
me 10 death, and 1o 1he boufe eppoiarid for il
Ziving., But 1o be happy when they cume to
Dye, is a Prerogative of thofethat are entitled
to Chyilt by Faith inhim. According to Rev.
14.13. Blefled are the dead whieh dic in the Lord,
Death indeed was brovght in as a Penalry,
being the exceutionof rhe threaraing, Uen.
., 17. It was therefore Sin that introdueed
ir, Remi. 5. vz, and 2 ir is part of the Cutlz:
and a1l the poifon of it les in &7, which is
its [limg, 1 Cor, 15. 54. But this Curfe is re.
moved irom the Children of God, and they
may rmake that rrivtrphant Challenge,ver.55.
O Death, where s thy Sting ¢ I can thergfore
1o longer obftru€l their Felicity.  Bar that
is not atl, it fhall alfo contribute tothelr well
Being, for which reafon ie is put into their
Inventory, 1 Cor, 3. There 1s an lnchoate
Bleflednets, which God’s People partakein in
this Life, which they would not exchangefor
a1l the delighrsof this World, which the molt
Hourifhing Minion of itdeth enjoy s butDeach
paffeth them over toayermore glotiousStare,
and makes an inexprefble advance of their
Happincts. FveryBelieverhaththis fucured o
bim, for the Promife of Eternal Life is fecrled
on all fuch without ¢xgeption, foh. 2. 16, It
is therefore indefiniely afferted, in Plal.ré,
15, Precious inthe fight of the Lovd is the death
of bis foints. But the Wicked are not fo:
And tho’ Death eafeth them of fome prefenc
Calamities ot this Lite, according 10 Fob. 3,
17, 18, yetin the whole, it adds o their
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Mifery, in rhat it puts an end 10 all their
Hopes,fhuts up their Day of Grace, polls theiz
Souls to Erernal Torments, and lays by their
Bodies in Corruprion, 1o be telerved for an
amazing Refurrettion, and mere aﬂoni(hiug
Eicrnity, The Fonndation of ehis felicity of
the Sons of Ged, is laid in the Covemant of
Grace, whefe Promif:s engrofs this. For we
are wold, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Gadlinefs #s profeable
antd atl ibing s, baving pramife of rbe life thae
wew 2, and of thar which # to come, Bur this
will be made o appear by confidering the
‘th'mgllwg I;.-i;"’;-wl‘: p;ifi's on then to confider,

o, TIE Things whereinm this Happine
theirs dotly canfift 2 rpinels o

daf. N fum, There are the precious Bensfis
which Chrift bath referved for, and wifl, confer
wpon thenr ar 1bet 1ome, and thefz vefer 10 the
whwle Man, in both the conflituent Farrs of ir
Man confitts of two eflential Parts, Soul and
Body 3 the Unian of thele two denominates
the Man entire 5 and fo the feperation of them
divides the Man from himfelf; the Sonl, he-
ing -made for the Body, is but a parr of the
Man, when divided fram it, becanfe it wants
fomething thar is ef the eflznce of Humanity :
And the Budy when Tefc by the Scul, is-a
Carcais, But forall this, tho’ God hath ap-
pointed them to fuch 2 feperate Rare, during
his good Pleafure, there are thofe Priviledges
beftowed on cachof them, for which we rﬁ:ay
truly-call chem happy. We Lave an accopnt
of thele fevesally, and may accordingly take
them up.

1. LBT v take v profpedf of the Liappiny
the Soul. or the B:ﬂ{ﬁnjﬁ fﬂlfn‘?‘.f rrprmpft [Mf;rrfg{'
The Sool is rhe priccipal pare ot the Man, Iz
is by this «hat b is a reafonable-Creatuse,and
enjoys a fmore neble Being than any other
piecc of the vifihle Creation, and isbur a fir-
t/e lewer thedt tbe Angels.  Astherefore,by the
lofs at this, the Mau t5 undone, (Mat. 16, 26:)
fo, 1 it be well with this, heis cerrainly made
tor ever. Now the Believers Soul doth,upen
its qatrting the Body, enter upon Bleflednefs,
in fome reipel perfett,  Mappine/s may be faid
ta be perfeit either Effeatially o Complementaily,
Now it is a Complement of the parfeét Feli-
city of the Soul, to enjoy the Body in Cou-
junttien wich ir, participating in its delights,
and con-glority’d togethet with it, in which
refpett, 1t is not yer perfeftly blefTed, becanfz
it walts for thac happy re-uciod, of whichit
hath a narural defire,  Henee ehat, Rom .73,
-n.—-i--le'ring for the adoption, 1o wir, the redemp-
tion of var body, There is alfo the gathering
togerher of all the Elett, and the making up
of all Chritf’s Redeemed in the Church Tri-
umphane, which will contribute to the Com-
plemental Happine(s of Relievers, -for which
he muft wait till the Confummation of alt
things. Bur as rothar whichis the Effentisl
Happinefs of the Seul, confidered, asitis a
Spiitual Subitance, it enters upon thar ar
Decath, And this j5 it we arc now to Con-
template. But what low fhallow Concepti-
ons as¢ we capable of-entertaiuing a prefeat,
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about chisMyttery 2 It is bur a lirtic thar we
Kdow about the nature & prefent ftare of our
Souls, how much lefs then of that which js
futnre @ MNay, rhe‘%o‘rd of God it felf tells
us, thar ir doth dos yer appear whar we fhall be,
1 Joh. 3.2. Le. in that Claricy which we fhall
fee thefe things in hereafter. Bat, if thePhi-
lofophet could fay, that a lirtle, tho® confu-
fed knowledge of Hea'\'Cnly things, is to be

referred to 1 gredo deal, how diftintt foever,
ot Earthly ; may not the Chriftian much more?
Let us then {oberly inquire into this matrer,
by the Light which the Word f God affords
os for our help, by laying open the Deferip-
tion which cur Carechifm gives us of ir
Here then, two Things are to be taken notice
of, viz, 1, Toe lrmm"din:mjg[ 5 of the Sonls Hap-
pincfs at Death, 2. The Things wherein it is
then made Hippy. OF which feverally,

i. THE Souls of Believers daar Deark Inme-
dintely énter upan their Happinefs.  And this
differcncath the ftate of the Soul,trom tharef
the Body,trom the time of ourDiflolution,till
ilic Refurrettion s the Bedy is referved for irs
Glory, but the Sculis prefently invelted with
it. There is 4 drowly Opinion of fome, whe
fuppofe the Soul to fall afleep in the Body,
and continne fo rill awaknped by the Sound cf
the lalt Trumper, and fo make the Happinefs
of that alfo, to be only in reverlion; and cthey
produce fothe mifinterprered Scriprures in
defénce of it. A very difcouraging Optaion,
and cnouith to terrify 2 Child ot God ac the
thovghts of Dying : For, tho’ it be after but a
poor and impes. ¢t manner that be glorifierh God
bere, yet in ix tester than not vo do it arall. 1t
can be no comfortable thing to lofe part of
ihat Happineds by dyleg,the Perfettion where-
of we were groaning atter,  Had it been fo,
Paul needed not to Lave been in 4 firaiz, Phils
1. 23. FThe Qpeftion would foon have been
refolved ¢ it is berret ro ferve God in infirini-
tv, than ot dt all, herter to have obfeure
fizhts of God,than Yol all, and be in no berter
Condition ar prefent neither or Soul nor
Body, than the Beafls that perith, But itis
pothing fo, but quite otherwile : The man’s
gétual Happinefs is wondertully increafed by
Dying : The Soul in its very paffage ouc of
the Body paffeth into a wonderful Felicity,ihe
Change is made in a montent. And this may
be confirmed, .

(1.) FROM Seripture Teflimony ¢ Which
gives us abundant Light for the eftablifhing
of this Conclufion. Fez/tells us, Fhil. 1, 21,
To dye is Gain. But what Gain, it neither Soul
nor Body be immediarely bettered. And he
adds to affure us, wer, 23, that it he dye, he
thall be with Chrift, and tbat is far betrer than
to live. Surely then it contributes to his well
being. What fiid Chrift tothe dying Thiet]
Lok 22, 43, Today fhulr thox be wub me in
Faradife. This mult both inrend his Soul,and
point 1o a ftare of Bleftednefs.  Dying Srepben
eommends his departing Soul to Chriflt asking
his entertainment of ir, Aé. 7. 2. The Beg-
zars Soul 15 prefently wafied into Abrabam’s

Bofom, Lak 16, 22. This is giv ‘ '
R:;couragt_';mt:ng ol the M:trtifts,gwl'fg ﬁig% t’t:all}f.-
led to lofe their Lives In Cltrifts Oaull: Hev.
14, 13, And forhis redfon the S'cripzfne‘ ia
often fpcaks of Godly Men’s being gatbered 15
their Feopie, as of ey Gen, 39, 33.
(2.) FROM the Narwre of the Sontt. confider-
;i:f%h:c?e ttate F}}}e Believet is in by 1he
. ovenant, i in 4
tevs Poriontons: 15 may be opensd in 4

1. THE Reafonable §oul iy of ¢
Jormirg its Operations in g jrp::.ﬂiﬁ%r;{;ﬁ‘;;:
dependent on the Body, The Body indeed ivag
an Organ ficted for lits ULk, byt the Soul is g
Spiritual Subftance, and hath ity Faeulties
proper 10 it, and infepetable fiom i, which
are powers of Operation; itdoch mgn’y things
by itielt, withour the help of the Eudy‘wm%e
i 1t, which prove it able to aét wi:hu:w the
:_nd of this Initrumenr, It hatl an Undepttand~
ing, Will, and Afieftions, like the Angels and
can therelore conremplare, chufg, taibfe, re-
]hoyce, i‘kq. The Soul is 4 Spirir; and Sj;irirs
u;:li issfmr Operatians, elle Angels would ba

2. THE feparate Soud, connct be; and b oyt of
Affion. 1875 a ftrain beyord Hyperbole. of
them that fay, Angels and the Souls of Men
are pure 4ifs, which is to aferipe g dbfolite
Deity to them ; but yer, the Sovls A&liview
is m.ccﬁant, and 15 fotwilted jnire patare thae
it rhiutt ceale to be a Soul in lofing of it. The
Soul in the Body never fleeps, is nei"cr'ﬁmd ‘
is always buly, tho’ the Body be afleep IE
is contrdry to the nature of a Soul tolie fHil}
a?d nézghlng but Annihilation can pur it ont
Ejef;h.mm which it doth por undergo ac

3. IT mauft needs be Bappy o it ]
Afrwiry. And it is ccmj\:{pn{ rlmrftrl::ﬁgom;b:;'
Hclievers mult be happy.  For the Covenant-
Promife hach fecured cheir Bleffednefs at the
end of their Race. New their working time
13 over, and rbair Werke are to fofteia them,
Re""l.4’ 13. Le. the Glorious Rewards of them.
The departing Soulgoes to receive its Recom-
penee, and confequently muft either enter into
a ftace of Felicity or lnfelicity ; nor tan the
attive Soul be eanccived to be in neirher &
;'{I]rh'e! :tratts with Delighr, and that is it;
Mmi?é)i;f-c; or with Soirow, which i5 i

L. VHE feparate Soul paffeth imrmedidrely
a ;«dgmmr. _Deach arfdl‘}]ud gm':::c:' ;;2 ::‘::r:
nedted, 25 things whereof, orie treads on the
heels of the other,Heb, 9. 27, ¢ appainted
uR1G MER oHce 1o die, bret after thisabe judgment:
So thar befides rhe Great and Gegeral judgﬁ
ment of the Laft Day, whese hoth Sonl and

bady will be openly procecded with 3 the
Soul pafferh a particular one, .an iis BPepar-
ture, tor the diffioling of it till tiar other
comes.  And whar need of this, bur that 3¢
myﬁri unrlyoemrf:r‘ upon its foy #  There

uld oe no Oceafion for ir, if 3
would b 1o Ocoa 1 iv, it the Son] flepe

5. WICKED fen's Sowis do Immedrerely pafe
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jate Tormen1s. Their Milery is not delayed,

nor do they fleep,  For tho’ rhis Truth be put
into a Patable, ycr che main feope of the Pa-
yable, is to give us an account of the vait
Change that Death makes wpon men. And
we 1ead of the ruch man, Luk 26, 23, fn Hell
be fift wp bis-eyes being tn Yormenti—  And
by parity of reafon we midy argue, to the pre-
feue Felicity of the Souls of the Gadly 3 and
doubtlcls, dbrabum’'s Bojom, where Lazeruis
Soal was carried by o Convoy of Angelsyer. 22
jntends thac which is contraty ro Hell, and
1 mult point s to Heaven's Glories,in a lfate
of Blellednets., And how comfortatieatho’t
s this tor the Children of God ro thivk upoen,
when they have s profpeét of theirDitlolution,
and f2el in them the tokens ef the haftning of
it 5 to look forward and fay, rhis'dark Entry
opens into 1 glerious Light 5 a few mements,
and this Soul will ke irs Highe froma mor-
tal Body, and the fift Jook it thaH make, will
farisfy i, when it findéth irfelf compatled
with'the badges of Eternal Glory : When its
Doubts are all {ully farisfy’d, and it{hall pals
into thole Hands which fhall guard it te the
FErernal Kirgdom.  Ler us believethis firmly,
and let our perfwafion of ir, make us cheen
fully ready to depart at the fult Call. )

2. PASY we now over to the Things wherein
the Soul 45 them made Happy « Thele are two,
1. Ir is made perfelt in Helinefe. 2. fr_p;:'[_.ljrm
wrto Glory,  And what a2 World of Felicity
do thefc grafp in them ?  Here then,

t. THE Sval & them made perfedl tn Hzlhnefs,
1 fhall here wave infitting on theEnlargement
which the Soul new recejves from the lncone
veiiences it feffered in and with the Bedy -
either as toits Operation in the Body, which
throogh the defedts & infirmities of it much
impeded its wotk s or in regard of 15 Sym-
pathy with the Bady, inall thofe forrows and
troubles that attedded tr, which were many
and gricvous, from all which iv is for ac lic
herty, Reviia.t 3, Tody reft [rom their Labours.
Here is that which will fwallow up all : The
Work of Sanftification is now confummared.
We are made holy in Regeneration, the Image
of God #s renewed in us in thiinefs, Boha. 14.
And when this was dope for the Man, he
began to liva. Brt this was but in part. How
happy 1hen will be be, when this is arrived
ac the topof Perfettion » And here ler us
take 2 brief acconnr of this matcer, in which
the Nature of this Benefit will be opeded,
and rhe Sounls Pelicity by it made to appaar,
in a few Glanees.

1. MAN 3 made bappy, only by reaching the
Erd of biz Beang.  lti1s a Maxim undoubred,
that the End,and the (iood of a thing are ore.
Now the Good thar Man was made capable
of, was Happinefs; and therc was a way laid
out for him ro obain it inand by, and in the
miffing whereof, e muft reeds he miferable,
For man to lofe his End, is his Mifery. If
the Realonable Creatare do finally fall under
Vanity, he is undene, which ke muft do, if
he mifs his end, for that is the very Narure
of Vanity. ‘

2. THE Glory of God wer Maw's gt E
That which is the higheft Objett o}{fMﬁ?;
Service, thatmult be his latt End 5 which cap
be no other but God and hisGlory. There is
a Bervice and a Reward, bur the larrer muft
pay an entire fubordipation 1o the farmer,
God hach made fuch a Connexjon between
our Glorifying him, and Enjoying of Erernal
Lite, .thal: Man Happinely or Mifery rarng
upm} ir, 1 .Sﬂm.f 2. e, Them thar bonguy me, I
wilf berour, and they that defpife m
fiphify efleemed. 4 JpJe me foail be

3. I wes meecffary for Man's being able thus
to glortfy God and he happy, thar by Jhowld bave
a Priveiple of  Molinefs ioncreated with bim,
There was 3 Rule given to Man, - i compli.
avce with which, he was o ferve 1o his End
and becaule thar Role was holy, ir was ne
cullary that be thould have an habitual Holi
nets conformable to it, elfe he wonld have
certainly come fhett of it, which conld nor
agiee with Infinite Wifdom ip making him
for fuch 2o End. Weare cheretore rold, Fedl,
7.29. Lo, this only bave I found, thar God bagh
made maz wfright 5 bar they bave Seuzhe ont
wany 1aventions,

4 WHEN Man 1611 this Holinefs, be urrerly
difubled bimfelf from ferving 1o bis grear End,
He did nor fall our from fpecial Governme o,
God ceuld (Ml glorify himfelf upon him : bt
he could not now aftually glority Gad. Jofh.
24. 19, Awd Fofbwa faid wnto ibr peaple Ye cane
ot ferve the Lord 5 for be is an bely God - be
is a jealesrs God, Bewill por forgive Your iranf-
grefhoms Aor Your fins. Rom- 3.1z, 21, They
are alf gonte ewt of the way, 1key are togesher be-
come anprificable, there is noae that doth good, sis
ner one, For alibooe finved, and come fort of
the glory of God, He thus became mithout flrempib,
Rom. s A

5. UL 15 again #eflored to this Fower by the
rencwal of the Principie of Holinefs in Conver-
Jen. o this he is made & NewCrearure, 2 Cor.
5. 17.  Hereby, be wha betore was dead, e
quickued, Fph. 2.y, And by being made alive,
he begins 1o be able to put forth §ife- Aftans
tho® at firft very 1ofirm ; for according to the
ftrength of che pricciple influeacing,fuch will
be the Aftion dens by i

b0 AT is tbe Brlievers prefent Infelicity, that
this Qrace of Bis, is in ihis Life imperfeid. i, e
His Happinctt cannot be perfe@ fa long as ic
is thus with him, hecaufe there is fo much of
his former Mifery abiding on him, And rthere
15 nothing equally affliflive to a Child_of
God, when himiel, with this ; all other
Troubles of rhis Life are fmall], compared
with i, Fawl can trivmph aver othet Trials,
ard fay, as Rom. €. 18,  For L rechon thor the
Sulferirgs of ibis prefent timeare not woriby to
be compared wizh 1he plory wbich fball be revealed
in ws- But of this he cties out a5 one upder
tetrible diftrefs,Rom,7, 24.

7. THIS Work of Sanifification in 2 Believer
is Frogreffrve, from the bour of bis, Converfian,
This Foundation is laid with,a defign ro ba
perfetted, Phil 1.5, In order whereto, as God
aftordy his Word and Ordinances to be he;_pi

u
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ful to this Dnd, t Per. 2. 2. Sobeaffords fui
table Influences of his Spiric to carry it on,
and give Efficacy tb all the Means, in pirfu-
apce of the New Covenant Promifes for this,
Pfalpo. 12, Prev. 14.18. Job 7. 0. Lar the
rizhresis fhall bold on bis tway, asd be thar bath
clean hinds jhall be fironger &7 fronger.

8, THERK is yet wuch of this Work 14 da,
whent @ Saint comes 1o d}:. W lien their Death
comes, it {inds not the Work done, huc their
Blefednels is thar they are fill doing ir,Mar,
24, 46, Llefled is that Jervans, whom bis Lord
when be comerh fhall jind f5 doing, A Child of
God groans under the fenle of his fiatul Im-
perfullion to his laft Breach, and lomerimes
is To Opprefled with it, as he {eems tofer in
a Cloud,

g. INthe inflane of Driib, allthae resmains
10 be donte, is compizared,  Nofinful imperfedti-
on is to accompany dny of God's Lhildren
beyond this Life, -Whea that ends, theit
Bouls have that denomination, Heb, 12, 23,
To the general affembly and churc of ihe ﬁ;;}?-
born, which are wrirten in beaven, and 2o God
ibe julge of if, and 1o the furity of juft mea,
made perfedt,  Their Santlilication is now
compleated in all irs degrees,  And here,

(v,) THERE isa joral Ceffution of Sin. The
dciilements of ir are wholly wafhed off.  All
habirs of, and inclinations o 8inceafe : Nor
conld the Soul withote ehis be fit eicher for
the Place «r Company it i going unto, Hea-
ved ¢iniirs vo defiement, Rev. 21027, Foll
Cominunion with an holy Ged cannot be had,
v e any d-eas of pollurion abids,  Chrilk
preloas them to himfel withour for or wrin.
e pad s fiolefs Soul, mott be an happy
Lol

(2.) T .LIR Grace metw atrives tu an emtive
Ferjechon. 1 Cori3, 1o, Bur wheh thar which
15 perfed ds come; thett dhar which 16 in pare it
dozte eway. Some Gracss are reckoned Mili-
tant, and others Triumphant = The formet
ate for our Warfare, in withitanding % van-
quithing T mpration, and doing 1ury ; thele
will he perfelted, in that they will enjo%r 1
full Triumph over atl that refitfed them. But
the other, which arg principaliy Love & Joy,
will be filled and run over, in the Exercifes
whereof the Soul thall folace efelf forever.
And being perfcétly holy, ir fhisll cake com-
pleas and dowearied Lelight in a1l the Bea-
ticudes, which it fhall there poffefs,

Use. LOW happy then muft the Soul needs
be, in the peff-ffonm of this Benefit ¢ When itis
thus prepared to be Atled with all the Glorics
of Heavep, all of which are full of Holinefs,
and ¢an Tappify us no further than we ate
hely * Then glfo fhall we be endbled 1o
Glorify God for ever, to the urmolf Capaticy
of our Narure, maft extenfively and unweari-
edly, - Where the loud Sound,ot Halleluja b’s,
Erernally, fhail pot tire our Spitits, ot make
us weary,  Letthis thep {weéren the thot's
of Pedrlitp Belicvers. 18 a icdle Holinéls in
sxercife bé now b fweet to you, how preci-
ous will the Compleamnefsoficbe? Let then,

531
the affured Expefturion of this, win 7.
reckon the Day of your Degrh, {:r Lroat
than thar wherein you ware boin And lgT

fuch thoughss as thele, [ am Dufineep 1o ile
Time antd Seate wherein | fhait fin no wore; i
ver be rroubled wizh wnte Temprition more, when
I [Bail be compiear tn Chrifl, and fplisd cwith s
Fiinefs, and enabled, 16 love, admire, praif- dad
delight 17 bivi for ever, Withour lnterrapiion of
Wearinefs, make you cheerfully lock m’jE
for the approach of that Change which wil

introduce you into this 1o longed for Feligity,
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Use. How happy then must the Soul needs be, in the possession of this benefit? When it is thus prepared to be filled with all the glories of heaven, all of which are full of holiness, and can make us happy no farther than we are holy? Then also shall we be enabled to glorify God forever, to the utmost capacity of our nature, most extensively and unweariedly. Where the loud sound of hallelujahs, eternally, shall not tire our spirits, or make us weary. Let this then sweeten the thoughts of death to believers. If a little holiness in exercise be now so sweet to you, how precious will the completeness of it be? Let then, the assured expectation of this, make you reckon the day of your death, far better than that when you were born. And let such thoughts as these, I am hasting to the time and state wherein I shall sin no more, never be troubled with one temptation more, when I shall be complete in Christ, and filled with His fullness, and enabled to love, admire, praise and delight in Him forever, without interruption or weariness, make you cheerfully look out for the approach of that change which will introduce you into this so longed for felicity.


