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THE Firlt Commandment is, Tliou [balr
Bave no other God's before Me.

IT hath been formerly obferved,that befides
theDiftribution given of the MoralLaw in-
to Ten Commands,unto which, as to {o many
Teveral and diftin€t Heads, all moral Daties
are to be reduced ; this Law was alfo written
upon Two Tables, which leads us ro 2 more
narrow Diftribudion of thefle Puries, pointed
to by God himfelf, in Lis{o writing of them,
And this alfo was taken notice of, ro direét us
to the next and immediate Objeéls of that
Love which is required in che Baw, and is o
infiuence our whole Obedience to it, viz, God
and cur Neighboor ; which our Savieur
Chrift manifeftly diredts us to, in Mar,22.37,
38, 8o that by the Confideration of the mat-
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ter contained in thefe Precepts, we arc led
by the hard to conclude, thar the Four Firfi
of thefe did conlfitute the Firtt Table;, and
the 3'x latter the Second,  As ro the Popifp
and Lutheran LDiltribution,allowing but Three
to the Firlt Table, putting the Firft & Sceond
in ane, and making Seven in the Second Table,
by dividing the Tenth into two, thar fo they
may rerain the nurnber of Ten, the vanity and
finfulnefs of this will appear,inthe atter Con-
fideration of them. The former of rhefe Ta-
bles prefcribes o us the Duties of Warlhip o
(zod, and the larter thofe of  Charity ro out
Neighbour ; and each of thele Precepts con-
tains 2 diftinEt Topick under it ; as alfo may
be made manifelt.

WNOW, in as much as Gad, is himfelf the
beft Objett, and alfo the luft End ot all our
Obedicrce, even of our Love o our Neigh-
bour, whom we cannor Love arighr, unlefs it
be in order ro God, and for his fake. It is
therefore ficting thar thofc Commands which
refpeft the Worthip of God, fhould cccupy
the firtt Place, and conftitute the Firlt Table.
Which Worthip alfo comes under divesle
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Conliderations, and accordingly aftords mac-
ter for diftinft Commands . Which God hath
teen meet to ravk uader Feur Heads; which
we are to take a diftin<t Account of.  The
Logical Difiridution of thefe Is varicufly
affighed by Divines, which I fhall not hete
Inquireinto,but may takc upwith one ; which
may belpusin affigning 1o each of thefe its
proper Subjedt. o

IN the Worlhip of God then, there are
rwo things to be obferved, viz. the kinds of
ir,whick are diselted to inthe Firlt & Second
Command : And the masner of performing
it, which is regulated in the Third & Fourth,
As o the kinds of Worfhip they are two,
viz. Natural and Infritnted 5 the one of which
Hawrs, and is to be argued trom the very Being
ard Narure of God, and dire€ted according 1o
thar Naware of his: The other depends on
Revslarion, and is regulated by pofitive Pre-
cepts.  And accardingly,the one s perpetual
and urchangeable, the orher variable, and
hath zdmitred of divers Changes fince the
beginning. The former Iyeth in cominon, as
a Daty incembent on all Mankind ; the other
becomes a Duty only to fuch to whem God is
pleafed 1o make ir koown. The former of
thele is the thing aimed at in the Firlt Com-
maad,the 1arter in the Secend. And to make
hut ane Command of thefe two,is to confound
things together, thar ought to be feparated
in out Confideration, And the fhuffling of
them rogether by fome,was the betrer to hide
1heis 1dolatrous Worthipping of Pictures and
Images. Natural Worlhip, here properly
challengeth the firft Place, becaufe thar which
i¢ Inftirured depends upen it, and is argued
and enforced trom ir.  And indeed, this Na-
rirat Worlkip ot God, hath in it the Foun-
dation ot all Obedience, and gives force to
every Command in both Tables; and there-
tore apon the acconnt of its univerfal Influ-
ence, it moft Methedically comes here to be
confidered.

AND before we proceed further, lete this
be in gencral obferved, that every Command
is both Dire€tive and Cautionary 5 it is both
a Rulero direét unto Duty, and a Hedge to
keep us within the compafs of Dury, that we
may not tranfrefs.  Hence, aswe be_.fore rock
notice, there is in every Precepr fomething
Required,& fomethingPrehibited 3 fomething
Affirmative, and fomething Negative,  And
it is very ufeful, in laying open the Rules of
Religion,which are more peculiarly Praftical,
to point out the Sands and Shelves, as well
as the Land-marks s To fhew Men, as what
they ought to do, fo what they ought to a-
void. And becaule the primary End of every
Command; is Dircétive, the Affirmative, or
what is to he done, is fitlk to be confidered.

Which leads us 1o,
QuesT1oxN XLVL

WHAT is required in the Fir{t Com-
mandment €
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THE Firft Commandment requireth us
to know and acknowledge the only true
God to be our God, and to Worllip and
Glorify him accordingly.

THIS is thar which we call Neraral Wor-
Jhip.  And there are two Reafons for whicli
more efpecially it may be called Nerzra/viz,

v, BECAUSEthe Natural Relation which thete
is betwren God and Man, plainly diftare it vo us.
There are fuch Kelations berween God and
the Reafonable Crearures, as {peak it Man’s
indifpenfable Duty 1o Worthip himatter fuch
a manrer.  Asheisa Creature, he muft needs
owe all that heis and hath to the Service of
God his Creator; for if God bhe rthe firlt
Caufe, he muli be the kaft Ead of the Second
Beings. This cherefore is prefled ds an Ar-
gument ro invire all toferve bim, Pfal.teo.3.
Kuow ye that the Lord be is Ged, ir is be ihat
haih made ws, and not we our felves § we are
bis peeple, and 1be fheep of bis paflure.  As he
is the Preferver of their Beings fo made, and
they owe the continvance of their Beirg, and
all the Supplies which render it comfertable
to them, to bis Confervation, fo they can owe
theirService o no other but him ; and it muft
needs be due 1o him., Hence thar, Pfal. 68,
8, 0. O biefs onr God ye peaple, and make the
veice of bis praife to be beard. Which boldeth
our foul in Iife, and fuff treth not our feet te be
moved. As be is the Lord and Governotir of
all his Creatures, and thishis Right is found-
ed inthe former, {o they muft needs owe
Subjettion to him: And as Reafonable Crea-
tures are in Subjection to his {pecial Govern-
ment, fo they owe him a Reafonable Service,
Rom. 1z, 1, [ befecch you therefore brethren,
by tbe mercies of God, that ye prefene your ho-
dics a liviag facrifice, boly, acceprable uitio God,
which is your reafonable fervice. I which they
are to pay to bim all the tribote of Glosifying
kim, in atl his declared Perfettions, in which
this Worthip is concerned ; as will appeag
in the Sequel. HerceGed himf{elf {o argues,
Mal. 1. 6. A for honsureeh bis fatber, anda fer-
vaitt Dis mafler = of ihent Lbe a fatber, where is
wille Ebamz;r? ard if 1 be @ mafter, where (s my
gar ¢

2, BECAUSE ihe Light of Natuwre clearly
reachesh Man riislorfbip.  Thar reafon which
God put into the Navure of Map ar firlf, and
which goes into his Definition. viz- that he
is a Reafonable Creavure, inftrufls him'in this
Duty, and all the Pares of ir. This carries
Conviftion in it, both that there is a Ged,
and that he is the Creator and Governour ot
all things ; and therefore to be Worfhipped.
And th:s leaves all Men incxcufible, when
they deny or with-hold frem him this Wor-
thip, Rem. 1.19,20.  And the’ Mans Apoitafy
hath grearly beclouded his Reafon, and the
exercife of it upon this account, yet thoft
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Principles are rooted in him, and cannot be
totally oblirerated.  This theretore is faid
to leave all Men without excufz, Rem. 1. 21,

NOW our Catechilim fums up all Narural
Warfbip under threelleads viz, 1T Know God.
2, Lo Acknowledge im ihe only True God 1o be
Our Ged. 2. U2 Werfhip and Glorify bim oc-
cordingly. In which we hiave both the Wor-
thip itdfelf, and the Ground of it laid open
to our Confideration. A brief diltin&t Expli-
cation of which may here {uffice.

L THIS CoMmand reguires us to Kaow G-d.
And here s laid the Fomndation of our righe
Worthipping of him as fuch. ThePlalmiill re-
fersall trueWorfhip hither,Pfal 9.10. 474 they
that kinow thy zame will put their traft in ibee.
For excepr we know him, it isimpofiible thar
we thould Wo:thip him.  The Apoftie raxer!s
the dibemians with Superltition in this regurd,
Adis17.22, 23, The Underftandi-g, Wil
Afe&tions, and the whole Man ure 1o be em-
ployed in Naroral Worfhip 5 tor we owe nur
all ro God, aud are to glorify him wich all,
1t Cor. 6, 20, And tho’ the Word Kmow, be
fometimes ufed in a more lax fenfe, ro com
prehend all, yer here I thalt lock upon ir as
reftrained to the Underftanding, which muft
necellarily be employed in 211 rrue Weorthip,
Plal.47. 7. God is the king of all the earth, fing
ye praifes wiih anderflending,  Now in this
Knowledge there are two Thirgs compre-
hended, and requifice for onrObedience to this
Precept, viz. 1. The Affent of the Underfland-
ing upon Convidtion, to the Truth of a thing.  ».
Toe dpprebenfion in the Underflanding by which
it wnderflands 1he Nasure of the thing. For we
can know a thing no foriher than we conceive
of the Nature ot ir.  Both thefe then are to
bz enquired afte:,as belonging to the duty of
Natural Worthip.

1. WE wuil know thar God is. The Faithof
this ts declarcd to be abfolutely needful to
our coming to God in the way of Werthip,
Heb. 17, 6, This Principle is the Foundation
and Corper Stong of all Religion. Thevery
Pigen Religion was grounded on this Conclu-
fion, viz. that if there be 2 God, there is a
Worfhip duc tq him : And becaufe they were
perfwaded of thar,they engaged in this, And
traly, all Theological Obedience is enforced
on Men’s Minds by this, thar there is a Divine
Command for ir, that the Precept enjziaing
of ir, derives from the Authority of God him-
felf. Now his Authority cannot be confefled,
it his Being be doubted of.  Theft are there-
fore put rogether, in Heb. 11, 6. Bur withont
Jaith it is impoffibie 10 pleafe bim : Jor be thar
comeih 1o God, mafl believe thar be 15, and thar
be is a4 rewarder of them thar diligently Seek
Bim. Atheifts maft needs be Men of no” Re-
ligion 5 they canacknowledge no Rule of Di-
vinity, nor imbrace any Theclogical Princi-
ples, Knowing and ferving of God mult be
infeparably connefled o far, rhae withonr the
former, there cannot be the latter. Now the
firft Principle in Religion muft be, that chere
isa God; to which the Man is to give his

rational Aflear: And that muft be from fuch
Evidence as commands the credit of the Us-
derltanding. For an humane Underftanding
dorh not alent 10 a thing thar is true, meerly
becaufe irisin it felf fo, but becaule it i3
enlightened to difcern the Truth of ir; and
theretore according to the torce of chis Evi-
dence init,proportionable is the Aflent, which
fometimes only amounts to an Opinion,fome-
t'mes toa cerrainly, which larer is here 1o
be contidered.  Hence we muft fortify vur Un-
derttandings wich all thofe Arguincors, by
which this Principle is eftablifhed in the
Hearrs and Confciences of Men ; and rrample
upoq all thofe Sophifins thar are brovght by
Mew's corrupr Reafonings to enervare them s
#: d the rather becavfe of the addiftedpefs of
iallun Man’s hearr to Atheifm, as Plal, 14.1.
Ihe ‘ool bath fard in bis hears, There is 10 God »
they re corviipr, they buve done abominable works,
ithere is nenc thar derb good,

2, WE waufl know who 1his God is,  And in-
deed, the former cannot be wirhout this; for
thele two are 1o infeperably conncéted in the
nation of them, that the one carnot confift in
the humane Underttanding without the other.
For, to the belief of the Being of a thing, I
muft needs have fome ldea inmy mind ot the
thing belicved to be, or elfe I believe,] know
not what, which is ridiculous. And torthis
reafon it is not a licele debared among Logi-
cians, in what Order true method requires
thefe Queltions to be handled, viz, Wheiher
the thing be; and whar the thingis ? Not
indeed, can a thing be really preved to be,
without the confidetation of the Nature and
Properties of it. For it is not meerly the
Name thar is inquired about, bar the thing
indigitared by that Name. For Names aie
only ufed to exprefs things. Here let us ob-
ferve, that a thorongh & perfeét Knowledge
of Ged, is too big for the grafp ot'a creared
Uinderftanding ; 1o Infinite and Incomprehen-
fible is He in his Being & Perfe&tions, Hence
thatin, Job 26, 14. Lo, thefe are part of his
ways, but how little a portion is heard of bim 2
And Chap 37. 23, Touching the Almighty, we
cannoy find hin out, Yet fucha Knowledge of
God as he hath been pleafed to reveal of him.
felf, in his Word and Works, is to be fought
and imbraced, by all that would Worthip him
acceprably. And theythatdonot thusknow
him, are declared to be miferable, 2 Thef 1.
5. For Men to profefs themfelves to believe
that thereisa God, and withal to tke up
fuch Conceptions of him, as are altogether
improper to fuch a Being, is Ignorance, and
the roor of ldalatry and Actheifm. And it is
certain, thar according ta the Opinion that
we enterrain of God in our Thoughts, fuch
will be the Worthip that we offer to him. If
we makean Idol of him, we fhall treac him
as fuch is all our Services: If we have mean
and ignoble Conceptions about his Being and
Attributes, our Carriage towards him will
be irteverend, and no ways becoming hisMa-
jefty. Whereas, when we have fuirable Ap-
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prehention of his Glorious Attributes, this
will bll us with an holy awe and reverence
of him. Yea,che very rcafon of eur Worthip-
ping him tieth in this Confideration, of what
a manoner of God he is. Now, itis God in
his back parts who is the Objett ot this
Knowledge : O which we rook a diftint
Account in the beginning of the Carechifm.
Summarily, thefv are made Knowa to us in
his Sufficiency, and in kis Efficiercy, in his
Arrributes, and in his Works, in which thele
do fhine forth convincinglv. Welhould read
his Weord with Faith, and eye whar a (od
he exhibits himfelt there 1o be.  And we
fhould ponder the great Works of Creadion
and Providence, and read in thefe Effelts
what difplays are thereto made of the Caufe
of them, and from thence argue our felves
into Satisfa&tion, whar a Ged be mult needs
be, who is the Author of them. Kom. 1. 20
For the invifibic ih ngs of Dim from the creaiion
of the world are clearly fion, being ander{lood
by the things that are made, even Dis eternal

ower and Godbead, We mult rhus {ee, and
be able Sarisfalt.rily ro prove ro our felves,
thar he is Almighty, Erernal, Iefinire, Omai-
prefenr, moft Wile, mott Holy, mott Jult, &c.
For in thefe lies the reafon of our Worfhip-
ping him ; and no litde pars of our Worthip
conlifls in our aferibing of thefeto him. And
from this we may conclude, that one greac
Daty appertaining to this Command, confilks
in folemn ard treqguent Meditatinn of God:
That by the Contemplation of his Glory, we
may be the more raifed ro ocur Devorional
Worthipping of him. Hence thar, Pial. 104,
34, My meditation of bim fhall be fueet : Lwill
beplad in the Lord.  Not are we 1o relt {a-
tistyed in any meafures of rhis Knowledge
thar we have already obrained, bur prels in-
duftriouily atrer more, till we come to know
as we arc Koown.

1. THIS Command requires ws 1o acknowledge
the only True God, 10 be our Ged. The ac-
knowledging a thing, containos fomething
more in it, than the bear knowmg ot 3r. This
properly refers o the Undetttanding, and
is very needbul in order to thar; bur that
reacheth to the Will and Affvétions and the
whole Man. Tor fuch is all Obedience. So
that the former Knowledge is no farthet ro
be teferred to Obedience, than as it helps to
this Acknowledgement; for the ufe of that
was to enlighten the whole Man to this Ac-
knowledgement, and this is manifeltly con-
tained in the Precepr ; for the Hebrew is,
there (ball 5ot be to thee other Gods,  Where-
as foch Acknowledgement is eflential to our
having him a God to us. For the more dif-
tin&t laying open of this, we may confider
both the Nature of this Acknowledgement,
and the Things to be acknowledged.

1. TOUCHING the Natare of this Acknow-
ledgement : There are Three Things contain-
ed init, or there are Three ways in which
God is to be acknowledged by us.

1. WE are 1o acknow/edge bim in our Hearts,

This is the firft and privcipal, asd withont
ir, any other is bur vain and Hypecritieal.
This therefore is the grear thing whieh God
requires of us, Prov. 23, 26, My Jar give me
thine Hearr, and ler ihine eves chferu: my wave.
And indeed, this cordial Acknowledoment ot
him, is the root and fprire of all true Ohodi-
ence, 7Thisis the firlt Qualification of rut
Divine Love, Mar. 22, 37.  Thus the Pialmift
engageth, Plal. 9. 1. L will praife thee, O Lord,
wih my whole bearr.  And this prircipally
points to the Will and Affe&ions, which are
1o be employed in it 5 when thele are en-
tirely fer upon God : Which how it is o he
done will afrerwards be confidercd,

2. WE are to acknowledge bim with sur
Tongues.  Though our  Acknowledgement
moli begin at the Hearr, yerir melt not reft
there, bur proceed further. e Heart and
the Tongue moft go rogether in this Affaly;
RKom. 10,10, We ate not to be afhamed of
cur God, or fupprefs our Religion, but 1o
make open Confetion of him,and his Service.
This was one main end for which Man’s
Tongue was given him; and for that reafon
is Dawvid fuppofed to call it his glory, which
he calls upon to its Works, when he had got-
ten his Heare fixed, Piad 57. 7.8 And it the
Heare be 1ight, the Tongucwill follow, Fful
45.1.

1. WEare te acknowledoe bim in onr whele
Lives. There is a prattical, as well asan
Hearv and Lip Acknowledgement due toGod
by which we are to prove the Sinceriry of
the former. Aud this is when we live as
becomes thofe, who profefs themfelves to ba
the Servants of this God. When we are ho-
ly as be is, 1 Per. 1,15, 16, By rhis we
thew forth bis Praifes or Verrues, Chap. 2, g,
And there mult be all thefe three going ro-
gether to make up a thorough and compleat
Acknowledgement of God, according to this
Precepr,

2. a8 1o theThings that are to be acknowledg-
ed: They may bereduced toT'bree Parciculars

1. WE mafl acknowiedpe bur One God,  And
this is a2 main Article belonging to this Com-
mand 5 torin it God challengeth of us thac
we own him to be God and no other. The
Unity of the Deiry, is one differencing Note
between the true and {alle Religion, as 1Cor.
8. 5, 6. For though there be ihat are cailed pods,
whether in braven or in carth, [ as there f)c:’-gf’(if
many and lords many. ) Butr 10 us 1bere 5 bt
one God,the Faiher, of whom are ¢l ilings, and
we iz bim, and ene Lord Fefar Chrifl, by whon
are allthings, und we by bim.  Weaserequired
to have bur onc ultimate Objelt ol ovr reli-
gious Wortfhip, in whom it is to rerminaic,
Denr. 6. 4. There can be bur cne filt Cauic,
and fo but one lalt Eod, and confequenly,
we cannot lawfully pay Divise Monour 1o
any more thanone Tocortefy 2 plerality
of Deities is 1o difhoncur that Qe God by
taking from his Glory, and giving ir elfz-
where; which he hath rald os Le will ot
bear, Ifaiaz 8, And our Savieur hath affured
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us, Mat. 6. 24: No man can ferve two maifers:
Jor cither be will bate 1he one &5 love 1he other
or elfe be will boid 1o the one & defpife 1he other.
Xe cannot ferve God and mammon, For, though
there is 2 Plurality of Divige Perfons in the
Godhead, to whom Divine Honour is due,yert
are they not diverfe and diftinét Beings, but
One. 1 Joh. 5. 7. For ihere are 1hrce that
bear record in beaven, the Father the Word, and
the boly Ghefl : and ibefe three are cne.  And
fo the Woifhip that is paid to esch of them,
mait terminate in thar One widivided Belng,
Mar. 4. 10, We mult acknewledge, that
there is ne Being like to him, nor (o be com-
pared with him, but thar bis Being and Per-
Yeltions do furpais all other § Pfal 6.8, aud
89,6, Exed. 15. 110 Ounilis Account, weare
to afciibe the £ vive ipcommaunicable Aruni-
butes, to no other but to him, and thefe that
arc cailed communicable, mult be afcribed to
him, after anniher and more tranftendent
manper than 1 any other, There are fome
Atrributes which 1o belong to him, asin no
seipelt ro agree with ary fecond Being s {uch
is the Ndme Jeliovah, which is therctors no
where in Scripiure predicared of ary fecord
eing,  Ifui 41,8, And fuch are all thofe
Attributes which appear fiom his Being,
confidered as the moft abfolure fitlt Being, as
Infinitenefs, Eternity, Omniprefence, &c.
There are other Perfedtions which are in him
eminently, and are to be found by way of
Amalogy in the Crearure,and we mult be fure
to make an immenfeDifference between thefe
confidered as in him, and asin other Bed :gs.
Helinefs, Wildem, Gaodeels, &c. are in their
meafvre tobe tourd and acknswledged in
fome of his Creatttres, bue they infinitely dit-
fer as they are in him,and in them. They ave
but Ravs and Fainv Beams thar are in them,
but he is the Fountain of them.  They can
be aferibed to ehe Crearure bur in the Con-
crete, whereas they helong 1o him in the Ab-
firaét. There is Goondnels in the Crearuore 5
and yet our Saviour faith, Matw.15. 17, There
is mone good bur one, that is God. For be is
Goodnefs idelf. The Wifdom ot the Crea-
ture is but a Drop, but hisis an Occan, Prov.
8.14. And {oof the reft. To afcribe rhere-
fore anv of thefe to any other abitrattively,
is 2 complemental Blalphemy. '

2, WE muft acknswiedge the True God. We
muft be fare that we pay our Acknowledge-
ment tu po other,  {t is not enough that we
reftrain our Jodgmenr ro one, and maintain
that ke who is God can be but one, but we
mult take heed that we bhe nor miltaken in
this one 5 for if we contefs bur ons, yerif
this be any other belides Jehovah, it isas
truly 2 Breach of this Command, asif we
pleaded for many. The fitft Command is
mainly concerped abour the Objeft of Wor-
Thip, and it is of infinite Concern ‘that we be
right here. The Nawre of Worthip is, 10
. teltify ourDependance entire upon theQbjelt,
for all good and Bleflednefs ; and there is
none but he who is God, can be fuch to us.

Though there is but One rrue God, yet there
are many that are called Gods, 1 Cor. 8. 5,
And it is of infinite moment that we do not
miltake one of thefe for the true God. And
that we be not mifguided here, it concerns
us, not only to entertain a general Notion of
a God, bur ke fure that all the Properties
and Pertetlions of'a Deity be in him wlom
we adere.  Faz/ could fay, 2 Tim, 1. 12. For
the whiclh caufe, 1alfo fuffer thefe things : nes
wverthelefs Lam nos afbamed, for I know whom I
have belwved,and | am perfwaded 1har be is able
10 Reep that which 1 bave commirted unto him a-
ganff 1bar day.  And let us be able 1o fay af-
ter him, or with the Church, Pfal. 48. ule,
For this God is cur God for cver and ever, be
will be cur guide cven wnio dearth. We mult
not frame ro oorfelves an Idea of a Ged fuir-
ed toour own carnal imaginations,ard alcribe
to him only fuch Properrics as pleafe us, but
be able to fay thar he is Incomparable, and
challenge all the ldel Worthippers in the
World 5 and fay as the Church, Denr, 22.31.
For tberr rock is mot as our Rock, even pur ente-
mies thewfeives being judges. Thus the Plal-
mift, Pfol 115, 3,4,87%, For this end,wemult
take a ftrift acconne of our {elves, what maa-
ner of God ir 1s whom we have chofen o be
to us for a God : That he is Infinite and Erer-
nal in Being, Almighty in Power; a God
Omniprefent, and Omnifcient 5 Glorious in
Holivefs and Joftice; who loves Rightenuf-
nels, and will Reward it, hares Iniquiry, and
punitheth it : The Ged who made Heawen,
Earth and Seas 5 who giverh unto al! Life
and Brearh, aud all things~ Infl irely Wife,
and Good 5 before whom all thie Nutions are
as the light dult in the Ballance, aid are
csunted by him asnorhing, and lefs thar no-
thing and vanity @ A lufficient Portvien to
21l thar trudt in him 3 and Fverlafting Burn-
irgs o his Adverfaries : This God, and ne
other, mult be acknowledged by us, in
Ubedierce to this Command.
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