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QuesTtien XLVIIL
M & FIAT are we efpecially taught, by

:i;i';;/ e thefe Words, {before Me,) in 2he
%@’ WE:: Firff Commandment 3
TYF

ANSWER

THESE Words, [sefore e,] it the Firfl

Commandment, teach us, that GOD, who
fecth all things, raketh norice of, and is
much difplealed at the Sin, of having
any other God.

ESTDES the Argumencs ufed in the Pre

) face, to enforce the whole Decalogad, by
which God offers us marter of Conviftionthat
Obedience to his Law i3 our Reafonable Ses+
*ij vien
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Vice, God hath feen meet to add particular
Arguments to the Five firfl Commands feveral-
ly : Some whereof are appropriated to the
Command, wich which they are conneéted,
and others are of a more general Confidarati-
on, and applicable to every of the Precepts.
Why God hath added Reafons to fome, and
not to oibers 5 and why to thefe, and not
thofe, is not for us curioudly to inquire, but
to reft fatisfied in his holy Pleafure. Itis his
Condefcendency thar he will give usa reafon
of any ot hisCommands,befides his-holy Plea~
fure,that we fhould. thus obey him. For him
to fay, I am rhe Lord,is reafon jufficient,10 ob-
Yige us to receive and obferve, all and every
of his Commands, The words, Before mz, ot
before my Face ; are well obferved by our
Divires,tocarry the force of a reafon in them.
Our Carechifin teduceth the matrer of Argu-
ment conrained in it, 10 three Heads, viz, 1.
God's Omuifcience ; He fecth all things, 2.
His curions Obfervation of Men in this regard.
And thefe two are of force in every other
Precept. 3. Tbe infinvte Difplesfure which God
concerves at this Sin peculiarly.  All of which
are comprehended ia jr.  We may therefore
briefly here rake a more particular account of
this matrer, in the following Remarks,

1, THAT God, os be is the Supream Fudge,
will reward Men's Obedience or D fobedience.
As God hath given Men a Law, by which
they are to regulare themlelves, fo he hath
added Santtions to ir, in which he hath pro-
mifed Bleflednefs,to all fuch as cordially cbey
ir, and denounced mifery, againtt all fuch as
retufe theis Obedience 1o it.” And that Mea
may be encouraged by the one, and duly awed
by the other, he hath declared himfelf to be
the Judge to whom all muft give an Account,
and from whom they fhall receive their Re-
ward ; and becaufe he is fo, he will do chat
whichis right : and gives Men thus toknow,
what they are to expeft.  We are therefore
told, in Rom. 2. 6. Who will render 1o every
it according to bis-deeds,

2, THAT becaufe God is Omnifcient, it is
therefore vain for Men to hope 10 Sin ont of bis
Jight.  When he faith before Me, it doth
pot intend only a forbidding of open and
profefled Atheifm, or Idolarry, or Contempt,
but contrary it intends, thar Men cannet
prattice thefe Sins {o fecretly, but thar they
always ftand in the open light to him. They
can do nothing behind his back,but are always
betore his face. Sinners think they can aft
their Sin fo privarely, that it thall never be
known; and confide in their fecrefy.. And
if they were concerned only with Men like
them{elves, they might have fome pretexc for
it , but when they prefume this of God, itis
their folly, and indeed no fmall indication of
their Atheiftn ; as was hefore oblerved. God
therefore harh given Men warning of this,
thac they might beware, Fer. 23, 24. Heb.
4. 13 Pfaly39. t1,12. David therefore tells
us, Plal. 16.8, I beve fer the Lord almays
before me,

3. THAT becaufe God curioufly obferves ail
Men bow they carry themfelves with refeit to
bis Law, it will be to 1o purpofe, either ro dexny
the fad, or excufe themfelves. Thar he doth
thus obferve ail Men we are affured. David
aflerts it concerning him, Pfal 139.1,2. 0
Lord, thow bajt fearched me.and known me. Thou
haft known my down fireing, and mine uperifing,
thou anderflandef} my thought efar off. And Fob
made it an Article of his Creed, Job 31. 4.
Doth not be fee my ways, and connt ail my Steps,
And Sslomon Remarks it, Prov. 15.3. Tbe ryer
of the Lord are in cuery place, beboiding the evil
otd she good. And Chap. 5. 21. For the seays
of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and be
pondreth all bis goings. ~ And becaufe his knows
ledge is Infinite, he cannot be miftaken in his
Obfervation, and therefore when he chargeth
it upon them, it will be full convittion, and
no way availing them to deny. Nor needs
there any other proof. God therefore afferts
himfelf to be a Wirnefs, intimating thar o be
fufhicienr, Jer, 29. 23. Even { know, and am &
witnefs, faubtbe Lord. It is true, Mens own
Conftiences are enough, and thefe are under
God’s Government, and it is vain for Men e
flatrer or to bribe them, for, when God fum-
mans them to give their evidence, they will
fpeak our, Rom 2, 15. Bar, the’ the Conici-
ence is a5 2 Thoufand Wirieffes, yet Gnd s
more than Ten Thoufand Couftiences, v Joh.
3. 20 For if our beart condemn ws,God i greater
then our beart, & knowerd afl things. Nox
will any excufe be profitable, for he #rows,
not only the Aftions, butthe defigns, & insenre
of the Heart.

4. THAT becaufe ail things are open and mas
nifeft 10 God, ir is a defp rate impudince in any
to bave any othem God, ~ AfFronts that are offer-
td to any ope.ly, and totheir face, are Jookd
upon 8s a difcovery of the greateft Conrempt
and Scorn : yea, when Men dare to commit
any lewdnefs in the fight of the Sum, it ar-
gueth that they are grown thamelefs, efpeci-
glly when they dare todo it in the prefende
of wife and good Men, And can it be lefs
fo, it Men know, and they cannot buc know,
unlefs they wilfully fhut their Eyes, that God
ftands by and locks ony that he'is intimately
prefent with them; and yet give hisGlory ro
ancrher, and exalra firanger upon his Throne,
and without remorfe do thofe things,that are
desgoatory to his Gloty, Yea, whar greater
dithoneur can Mendo to him, than to do thofe
things under his Eye, which they would not
dare to do, if they thought any fober Man
obferved them ? It arpues, cither that they
helieve nor that there is a God, or that heis
like themfelves, Ffal so. 2r.

5. {T istherefore folly, yea mednefs, for fuch
vo nourifh hope in themfeives, 1bor for-all they
Jhall efeape bis Vengeanee, Carnal fecurity,
nourilhed in the Hearts of Men thar fear not
Gred, argues that they do not know him to be
holy and jult; and not to believe & acknow-
ledge thar, is as much as to deny thar he is
God, If God fees, he will certainly puil_ﬂ‘g
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fuch Sinners; be ftandsupon his Honour,and
will not parc with ir, /v 428, What hope
then can they have to efcape his righteous
]u-dg_mem? His Holinels makes him w hate
Sip, his Toftice engagerl him ro punifliic; his
Power enableth Him o do {05 and rthere is
none that can deliver therm oot of bis Hand.
And his eyes thactue to and tro through the
Farth, will efpy them ; fo that there is no
darknels nor thidlew of Death, that can hide
them out of his fizht.

6. THAT bécinj= God fees and chferves 1o
Reward, therelore oil thar aruly frar bim, bave
abgndant brcoaregerene, Tuereisaglorions
Recomperce of Reward, {epared in the Pro-
mife of the New Covenanr, to thaole that
know ard acknowlcdge God asight, and ac-
cordingly gletity bine, New it is aprecable
to the Norure of a reafonabic Crenture, to
purfue a work cheerfully, when he copliders
that it will be protitable for him.  “this
the etare is uwiod as g Armiment, €0 aninate
Chriltians in thetr bufinets, 1 Cer,
A d hercin s a Child of Gead affuned i be
thall not mifs of i, becrviv not aldy is he
fatthinl chat bath promited, and will perform,
bur alfo he looks on and ebivrves, and Keeps
a Record of all the fairhitul S.rvice done for
him ; nor are the moft fecrer Dutics done
by him overlook’d by God, or lic our of his
fight  Mence Chrift faid ‘to Nathanied, Joh. 1.
a8. Bfore tira Phiipcaled ibee,when thon woff
wnler he fioiree, | jow hee.  And he hath
afured us, Mar. 10,22, And whifeever flall
give todrink antoone of thife hutle encs acap
of cold.warer enly in the nawe of a difciple, ve-
rily I fay unco you, be fhall 111 1o wife lofe bis
reward,  And there iz a time coming, when
zll the fecrer Duties ot God's People, fhall
be pell fhed before the World, and the'r
Judge thall iy 1o them, weil done, ard de-
clare them Bleffed, Alar, 25, 34.25,36.

7. THIS udfo effrids martir of Comion ta ihe
Leopie of Ged to make them very circumfpedd in
gheir whole Life.. Evedervice, done o Men;
is indsed condemned in the Word of Geod for
Hypocrify.  Bur Eye-fervice performed to
God, is there both commended ard required.
It is a Duty required of us, Eph. 5. ¥5. See
ahea that ve walk circamfpedify,  And what can
more cogemly, engage us to the praltice of
it, than ever to have this Thought in our
mind, iwem before God § 1lis Bye 15 apon me,
He who is my Fudge views and weighs all my
Aftons, The belt of us have remaining Con-
cupifcence in us, which is readv ro prompt us
to Sin, ard in nothing doth it more impofe
on us, than by perfwadirg us, rhat we may
Sin out of ‘fight, and fo efcape fhams and
punitfhment. Whereas, now to confider and
believe, there is a God who locks om, and
cannot be mocked, what an impreffion muft
this mike upononr Hearrs?  And how care-
ful wili it caufeus to bearall times * Yea,
not only to wateh our outwasd Aftions, but
our very Hearts & Thoughts,to {ce that they
be righe ?

15 a/f.

WOULD we then woifhip God 45 God,
and pay all that Service to *him, which we
owe him, a6 our God ? Labsur e to have
the Impretfion of this Confiderarion alivays
trefh in our Minds 5 and lét it isfluence 411
our Thoughrs, Words, and Afions, This
will maintain an hely Awe and Reverente of
Gnd in our Hearrs, ard powertully irfluente
our whole Lives. Whereas the Forgedfulnels
of this, will expofe us to Temprations, acd
give Luft and Satan advantage againdt us, 19
draw us into Sim Bur 1 pais 1o,

QuesTion XLIX
WHICH is the Second Commandment
ANSWERER

THE Sccond Commandment is, Thea
balt not make unto thee any graven images
nor the likemefs of any thing that is in
HHeaven above, or that is in fhe Earth be-
neath, or that is in the Water upder the
Earth, Thau falt wot bow down 1hy felf to
them, nor [erve them : for Ithe Lerd thy
God am a jealgus God, wifiting the iniquity
of the fathers wupon the children unio the
third and fourth generation .of them that
Late me : and fhewing mercy unto thenfands
of them that love me aud keep my Com-
mandments.

WE have before obferved, that all the fout
Commands in the fitft Table, do properly ref-
pect the Worthip of Ged 5 and that in the
two former we gredireéted unte, and inftrue-
ted about the kinds of Worthip, which are
ranked under two Heéads, viz, Narwraland
Liftitared. Of the Nararal Worfhip, and the
feveral Duties comprebended under ir, and
the diveifs Ways wherein we may be guilty
of finning sgainft it, we have raken a brief
Account, under the fi:ft Cpmmard § it fol-
Yows rhat we now pafs over to the f.cond, i
whick we dre inftru€ted about fafliruted Wor-
Jhip.  And becaufe thercis a very grear dif-
ference Between thefe two, and they come
under a far diverfe Corfideration,this 2nd the
former Commaad, ought not to be eonfound+
éd, and made but one, Which is done by the
Papilts and Lutherans, hoping thercby the
hetter to defend, ar excule their Jmags Wor-
fhip. Now the main difference herween thefe
two lies in this, viz. Natyral Worfbip is ihat
which 1he very Light of Nature will ieceh Men,
inafmuch as, the Daties of ir, and the Obli-
gation laid on us to perform rhefz Duties,
derive from the Narzre and Being of Ged,
and the Relarion which be flands in tovss
whereas theDuties of LaflitutedWorflap, depends
apon Ged's revealed Wil And the Obligation
lyirg vpon us to perform thefe Duties, flows
from the Sovereignty of God,and cur ablolute
Subjcétionto him. This Command is, as the

*Iiiz {ormer;
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former, declared #cgarively 5 as indeed, all
the reft are, except the Foarrh, which islaid
down both #igatively and ofirmatively, and
the Fifth which is exprett only aftrmarively.
Buc ir barh beea laid down asa Rule from
the Word ot God, and right Reafon, thac
there are both thefe Parrs 1o be obferved in
every of them. So that here alfo, we are to
confrder what js Dary, and whatis Sin. ac-
cording as they redure to this Precepr, Ouly
Yer me in the fufl place remove our of the
way, or at lealt clearour Diftsiburion of thefe
two Commands from another, which {ome
uiz, 4nd looks fair, viz. thar rhe Fiy#t Com-
maud diretts us 1o the Odfed of Worlhip,and:
the Second 1o the Aledizw ot ie, whick dath
not trely lay out rhe proper bounds becween
the one and the orher.  For, belides thar Ged
is the Objett of Worthip direlted o in boch,
fodhere are the Medie of Woillv p, which
properly belorg to the Furfl as well as to the
Second Commandmenr.  Such are all the Da-
ries therein reqaired ¢f us, of which we have
tormerly taken the Account,bur we fhult have
a furcher dilcovery of the differcnce herween
thef: two, in laving open the Command it
feit,  And here, let us degia with the dfir-
mative Part. Hence,

Question L.

WIHAT is Required in the Second Com-

mandment ?
ANsSwER

THE Sccond Commandment Requireth
the receiving, obferving, and keeping pure
and entire, all fuch Rcligious Worthip
and Ordinances, as GOD hath appointed
in his Word.

IN this Anfwer we may ohferve two
Things, under which is comprized all thas
belongs vo this Head of Inftituted Worlhip,
viz 1. Hereis the Sahjelt Matrer about which
our Obedience is here to be employed. Al
Such Religiods Worfbp und Ordinances, a5 God
bath appornied in brs Word, 2, The Things
whercin this Worthip is to be performed, 1z
receiving, ohferving, and keeping them pare
and entire. Each of thiele may be briefly laid
open.

. HERE & the Sabjeldd-Marter about which
orr Obedicnice 3 bere 1o be employed, viz, Al
Juch Relivious Werthrp and Ordinances, as God
farl apporteed on bis Word. 1o the laying out
of this, rwo Things may come under our la-
gziry, viz, Firlt, We may in gereral take an
Account of che Nurare, Reafor, a:d Bownds of
Inttirured Woifhip. Secondly, We may in
particular, take Notice of the more pPecial
Darics which belang to this kind ot Worthip,
OF chefe in Order,

t. LET us in gereral rake an Accounr, of
the Nature, Reafon, and Bognde of 1nftirured
Worthip. For which let me offer thefe Con-
clufiuns.

Conclu. 1, THAT thebind of InflituredWorfhip
7 tobelp ws b ibe Bxercife of 1he Nataral, The
Second Command is in this refpett fubferyis
ent to the Fitlt, This will appear if we
confider,

(1) THAT thedirett defign of all Worfhip
is, that we love and glority God, as our ioft
End and “chief Goad.  God hath difcovered
himfelt to be fuch to the Crearure, and ye-
guires our .practical Acknowledgement of
him as fuch, in our Worthippiig of him.
When therefore onr SaviourChrift would give
us the Sum of the whale firft Table, which
refpetts our Werthip, be thus expreflech ir,
Mar, 22,27, Thou fhait Jove the Lood 1h iy Fod
wwih all thy beart, and wiil ali ihy fril, and wirh
all thy mnd. Herce all thele Commands,
paints us to onc ard the fame Obje &, which
iz God, and no other, Ma1. 4. yo. I 15 wriiien,
ou fralt-worfbip ihe Lord thy Ged, and b.m
only flali thoa frrue.  fAnd the Reafon why
we are fo o Woifhip him, is becanfe he ig
the laft End of a1l Things, all beipg made
for his Glory, Frev, 16, 4. And becaule we
are to expest cur whole Happinels entirely
fromhim. Andthisdependance we do pratti-
cally profefs, by our fo Worfhippicg of hirm,

(2.) THAT our thus Knowing, acknowledg-
ing, and gloritying of God, & ibe proper senre
of the Firfi Command. The whale Objelt ih
Keligions Werfhip is recommended 1o us in
this Piceepr, and the other three refer ro i,
as thus preferibed to us,  And in this refpeét
every other Commard in the firft Table hach
a neceffary Reference to the firft ard thac thhis
is the proper Aim of rhis Precepr, we have
already cblerved, and made to appear, in
the opering of it

(3.) THAT all 1he Ordintances or InSitarions
of God are givenm and intended to guide us 10 and
i our vight clifing wiub God as owr lait End,
end ohjedive Happiacfs. This is {ufficiently
evidenr, trom rhe Confideration, thac they
belnng to Worthip, and that this iz the very
defign of all Worfhip; as hath already been
mude to appear, and will be further plain to
us, it we obferve, thar God himfelf hath de-
clared this ro be rhe Reafon, of the Lawss
and Ordinances which he gave to his People
Irzel.  Thus we have it reprefented in,Der.
10 12,12, They are ro thew us how we are
to ferve onr God, and therein to pay him rhe
Honour and Homage that is his due ; thefe
therefore are pgiven as a teft to try their
Ohcdience, and rheir ackpowledging of him
therein, 20d themfelves to be an holy Pecople
devored to his Glory, Deut, 26. 17,18, 19,

Conclu. 2. THE Morality of the Second Corne
mand, doth #ot properly confit in the things In-
§itured but in the Authority of the Inflituter, and
the Reafon of the Inflisnrion.  That we may
take this up righr, ler us obferve,

1. THERE are two forts of Duties which
come under this Commandment, viz. Firft,
Such as are in themfrives purely Moral and
Narural. Such are Praver, and Praifing of
him, hearkening to his Voice, and endeavour-

ing
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irg to acQuaint ourfulves with his- Will,
Sccondly, Such as arein themfelves meerly
Yoficive and drburary.  Svch were all the
Rires;, Ceremonits, ard Sacrifices of the O1d
Law Ceremonial, and many of the Scarures
of the Judicial Liw. Such alfo zre theSacra-
ments of the New Teftament which are or-
dained by Chrift, in his G.ipel Chursgh,

2. THERE is a diveriz Confideraiion 1o be
had of thefe with relpect unto this Precepr,
their Relation 1o icis diffsrent, as will be
gvident. For,

t. CONCERNING fuch Preceprs as ave of
themielves parely Mosad and Nuwrara', two
Things are ro be canlidered.

(1.) THAT 23 they are fo, they beling mot to
the Scecnd, but 10 the Firji Comnend.  Aud it
is a Rule, that thouvgh a Duty may belong
to feveral of rhe Commands, vet in the fame
refpedt, it can belons 1o hneone. Now wihat-
foever beloags e nacural Worthip as fuch, is
appropriared ro the firlt, and moelt be ¢ Quis
ved atter there. "Praver therelfore, and Pro:é
irg, and Hearing, as they are enjyned on
all Mea by the Lrw of Wriuie, doonly refer
hirher ; for the Resfon of themynarurally re
fuits from our Kiowing and ackpowledging
God s bhe our Gud,

(2) BUT as they wre appormed by God, to he
oblerved in this or thar Ordinarce, 1o they
beiony to Inftitased Worfbip. There are the
Oidinances, whch God harh appoinred, to be
atterded by his profefing Peaple, which he
hath given them according 1o his Wildom
and Plealure. [In thefe Ordinances he hath
comuanded rhefe and rhofe moral Duries of
Nartaral Worfhip ro be atrended,- as Praying
in Aflemblies of his Penple, the Preaching of
the Word &c, - Now arnder this Corfidzration
of their being fo performed, they helong to
Inftitmied Worthip, and fo to this Second
Command.

2, CONCERNING ihofe Precepts which are
meerly Pofuive anl drbisrary, Four Oblerva-
tions may he made,

(1.} THAT 1bey do not as fuch belong to ihe
Fird Command. Tho' as they are means and
helps to promove Natural Worlhip, they may
{o have areipedt ro that ; yet in rheir own
Mature they do not, ard the 1eaton is in their
Nuarure, viz, becaufe they are Pofitive,ard the
light of Nature conld never have difcovered
them; and thoe’ they are made ferviceable ro
our glorifying of God,yer rhis Serviceablenefs
and Ufefulnefs,is not inthe things themfelves,
but in the Arbitrement of God, who appoint-
ed them for this end, which is evidentin all
Ceremonies ard Sacraments.

(2.) HENCE they bad never been Duties, if
God bad not thus Liffiruted them. [t is true,
the revealed Will ot God, is the Supream
Caufe of all moral Dury,  Bart fome Duties
God revealed in Man, at firft, by wriring his
Law on their Hearrs, and thofe Duties are
perpetual, and belonged rto Mankind, 15 foon
as made wirth the Image of God upon him.
But thofe Duries had their 6t rife trom

God’s Poficive appointing them, drd for thac
reafon took their rife trom thar Appointment,
Tuus, Circutncifion was no Duty, 1il] God
give dbrabam a pofitive Law for ir,

(3.} HENCE asone ore ander the Oblization
of thesm, bur fuch 1o whom they are roveaied Fog
Men who enjoy the Oracles of Ged, whercin
his Statutes and Judgments are thewa them,
and yet megietl their Attendance on them,will
be charged as Sinonthem, butthey 1o whom
they were never difcovered, will not be rhus
Guilty,  As for the Heathen therefore, their
want of thefe Irftitutions is their mifery, hue
it they never heard of them,nor had the Offer
ol them, itisnor their Sin,as i1 is-for them (o
negledt Duties of Naiural Worthip, Fer
To. 23,

{4 ) HENCE ibey are Arbirrery and Myrable
17 iheir vion Narwre, The Dutics of Narural
Worlthip continue the fime unalterably fromn
the beginning, whereas Ioftirured Woarfthip
Lach beers chunged. Grd made known his
mind 1o bis Church ot Old by degrees | the
Law ot Sacrifices {ooratrer the Falt, Circom-
cifion to abrabam, the Paflover afier the cone
ing cut of Egypr,&e, AndafterChrifts comirg
he pat an end ro the Molfaical Prdagogy, and
ritroduced rhe Evangelical 3 which is there-
fore to abide, becaufe he inended j( to hethe
Talth Heb. 12, 28 Wherefore we recerving 4
kingdom which cannor e meved, It u; €9,

2, THERE arerwo Things whercinthe Mora-
liy of the Second Command dorbeesnfi,

(r.) IN regard of 1he Autbortty, fy which afl
the Precepis of it are enjryned : whichis Divine,
lcisa moral Trarh, and written in the Law
of Nature, thar God is Supream, and for that
reafon, that he hach an iediiputable right to
Cominand bis Creature,according to his holy
Pleafure; and rhat when he doth fo Command
it, it owes him a free Obedience, and rehels
againlt bis lawtul Govzrnment, if ir refufe
or negledt to comply therewithal, Dent.12. 24,
What thing foever I command you, olferve 10 do
itz thou fbalt notadd thereto nor diminifh from
it. And thisis grounded in the telarion wa
hear to God,as we are his Creatures, FPjairco,
2, 2. And on this account heis our Lord and
Lawgives, [fvia2.22. On thisaccounc is God
pleafed cfien to give ne other reafon for the (e
Commands, bur, ! am the L~rd,

(2.) IN regard of ibe reafon and end of their
Inftitarion.  Alrhovugh God is Sovereign, yet
he is infinitely Wife, and fuits his Infticari-
ons, asfor his own Glory, {o for our Good,
He hath therefore appointed them to be the
Media {or the advancing of this defign, So
thar they are the way, in which we may
glorify him, and enjoy Communion wirh
him, which is our Happinefs, which is the
lalt end of the Reafonable Creature, to which
he is, by the Law of Natere beund 1o ferve,
Deur. ra. 12. To keep the commarndments of the
Lord, and bis flatutes which 1 comimand 1hee 1hig
day jor thy good,
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