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for our right underftun: 1'12; ol Thernﬁ-‘
aetive part of this Precept, it follows, lmt we
proceed to a more particular laving open of the
Principal and Comprehenfive Dutiss that we
are enlnynedin brit,
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IN the Anfwer before us, we may obferve,
1. The Ulyedd about which this Precept is
concerned, viz., Weanh or outwaerd Eilate :
Which comprehends under it, whatfoever
may be {ervicesble for the Neceflity, Conve-
nience or Comfort of the Body, or any way
ferve the Advantage of the Temporal Life of
the Man, 2. The Subreé! concerned in this
Trecept, Our felves and otbers, 1. €. other
Men  for it refers to the Love that we owe
to our Neighbour 5 and we formerly obferved,
that cvery Manoweth this Love to Himjelf
in the firlt place, and is by it 1o regulate his
Lovero his Neighpour. 3. The Daty ic felf,
comptehenfively laid down intwo thingS,uiz.
The Lawful Procuring, and Furthering of it :
Jatimaricg, that thereis an Unlawful doing
this, which Men are in danger of, if they do
not take the greater heed to themlelves ; and
giving us to underftand, that God hath in the
Moral Law, circumf{cribed this marrer, and
given Rules abour it, which we cught, with
greatelt Circumfpeétion to heed, in all our
Management of thele outward Concerns,

FOR the berter laving open the Durties
here required, we may reduce the whale, to
Two Comprehenfive Heads, x. The righte-
ous Obtaining and Peffefing of cur ihare in
thefe things. 2. The righteous [mprovement
that we are to make of them ; for this alfo
comes within the Compichenfion of this Pre-
cepr. Here then,

Firfi, THERE is a Righteoufnefs to be ob-
ferved in the Obrarauing and Poffeffing of our
{hire in thele things. We formerly took no-
tice, that Mankind in geners} are enritujed
o thefe things, by an A&t of Divine Benefi-
cence, from Him who is the firft Proprietor,
and Lord Puromount over all taings, viz,
G O I Himlelf: But then, thereis a Way in
which Men come to havetheir particolar
{hare in thele things,prefcribed by God Him-
felf, and this is that which we are now con-
cerned to enquire after 5 it being our Di-
rettorv in our Prolecution of thele things.

AND here ingeneral, Wehavethen a
lawful Ctaim tothele things, when we Gain
them [0 as that we neither violate our own
Coniciences, ner offer any Wrong to others,
¢ither by Violencc or Fraud, ]

BUT “this may be more particularly & dif-
tintily laid open. And here, a Manmay come
to have Rightof Property inan Effateeither
more Immediarely by bimfelf, or more Medi-
ately by orbers; which may be confidered fe-
verally.

I. A Man may obtain this Right mote la-
mediazely by himfelf. And here, there 21¢
Three wavs, in which he may lawfully getan
Eftate. And here! thall nor fp-ak diftindtly
ahout the ditterence between a Real and Per-
funal Eftate 5 for whatfoever difference Civil
Laws and Cuftoms have made between thefe,
upon grounds of Prudence or Policy 3 yer the
Righreoufnefs in coming by a Property in it
-and a Power of Difpofing of ir, is the fame
and that is the propetThee/ogica/Confideration
of it, '

And,

3. BY an orderly Siezure of thar which be-
Jore was no Man's parricalar Froporty, bar lay
in Common. When 1 fay no Man's, | intend,
that it neitherbelonged toany pasricusar Pex-
fon, nor to any Commanizy of Men aflociated
in a Civil Omenefs. And the Reafon of this
is in the Law of Marture, and is confirmed
by God’s ficft Conltitation, Gen. 1. 28, And
renewed atter the Flood, Gea. g. 1. Ged at
firft gave to Adem, as the common Head of
Mankind, and foin him to his Poltertty, a
common Claim to thefe things : And when
afrerwards the World was laid waft by the
Fiood, and Neab was the Head of the Renova-
tion of Men, for ttie new Peopling otthe de-
{olate World He Confirmed:it: We are there-~
fote told, Pfal. 115. 16. —The earth batir be
given 1o the childrem of men,  And itis obfer-
vable, that the Word Sabdae, in Gen. 1. 28.
properly fignifies, To bring a thing under one’s
Power, 1. €. To fiezeir for Ufe: So that. it is
evident, that {uch a Portion of the Earth, as
is not Pofleifed by any other, is without any
particular Lord, anu is u Facunm Donucilium,
and lies ready for any Man’s Service, who
fhall fix upon it, and make Ufe of it as his
own: And the fame Claim lies cpen for any
Place, which, tho’ formerly Poficifed, is vr-
terly Deflerted : ( Hence thatin, 1 Ciren. 4.
39,40.) And they Who thus fieze and Occapy
it, have a good Title of Pofieflion, Rutified to
them bythe Charter of Heaven, Hither alfo
belongs the finding of Trealures,in o1 on the
Earth, which have no Proprieter; bur, Ged
Providentially leads thele to them, or makes
a difcovery of them Cafuaily : Thefe alfo
may lawfully be fiezed, and raken Poficflion
of by the Finder; for they were before Com-
mon, and camg within the Privilege of the
former » Only this may not be extended to
Ioft Loods, which have another Qwner; and
Juitice ruquires, that Endeavours be ufed,rhat
they may be reftored 5 but if no fuch can be
found, who ihall fhew a better Claim than
the Finder ?

2. BY Spoils lawfally takern in a jut War,
Touching the Lawfalnefs of War, we confide-
red wnder the dixeh Command 5 wherealfo
we took Norice, when a War may te accenn-
ted Fuff, Now iris cerrain, thar when God
delivers up an Enemy into the hands of thofe
who fought againit them, in a lawful and ne-
ceflary Quarrel, not only their Peifons, but
their Eftates do fall into the lawful Pofleflion
of the Conqueror 5 for they have by this made
a Forfeiture:  And as it is Clemency 1o {pare
them, (o it is Faltice that they fuffer, for
their injurious treating their Neighbours.
Hence the Word of God Warrants chis, Namé.
25, 12. 1 Sam. 30, 22, Dent, 20, 14, Quly
obferve, that becaufe War is 10 be made by
lawful Authority, it therefore follows, that
there is a Divifion to be made according to
Kouity 5 but the Prey is Lauful, and cvery one
bath 2 thare init : And it is allowable that
the Souldiers fhould have a Liberty to take
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fomething for themfelves, befides what is to
come toa jult Dividend : Hence that, Nymb.
27, $3. Though in this Cafe, Hamaniry is 1o
be vfed, and all unneceflaxy Crueliy to be
avoided, as was formerly obferved,

1. BY Labour or Indufiry in a lawfulCal'ing.
¥ call chis Fmmediare, not in tefpeék of the Pro-
vidence of God, for it is 2 Mediim appointed
by Him, to be uled by us, incrder to our ob-
taining the Convenicncies and Comforts of
this Life ; hur with refpedt to Men, becaufe
herein his Imme:liate Dependance isupon God
for His Blefhng upon his own Diligence in his
Employments.

AND here ] thall take the liberey to Comn-
morate; becaufeall, both Men, Women and
Children are conesrned in ity 2nd neicher
Rich nor Poor,Noble not Ignoble are difchar-
ged fromix,

HERE then we may Enquire, 1. Wherein
it appears thar every ong ought to be Occu-
pied in fome lawful cutward Calling 2 2, What
may be accounted alawful Calling ¢ 3. What
is required to the honelt Exercife of a lawful
Calling, or the following it Lawfully.

Quelt. I. WHEREIN it appears that Every
orte ought 10 be Occupied in fome Lawful onrwerd
Calling ?

Anfw. THE word Calling is varioufly ufed :
And we know that fomerimes itis pur for
the State into which a Perfon is put by Con-
vetfion, which is Spirireal ; but that is not
here intended : X therefore fay an owitvard
Calling, and by it Iunderftand fome honelt
Employment, wherein Perfons do Occupy
themfelves for the convenientSupport of the
Affairs of this Life, in the Polt thar God’s
Providence fets them in: And by the Affairs
of this Life, Tintend, not only his Privese
and Perforal Concerns, but alfo the Common
Beneht of Mankind among whom he lives,
and the Body Politick or Ecclefiaftical where-
of he isa Member : For every Man is bound
1odo his thare for the Support of thefe, as
well as of him{elf and his Family,

NOW there is a twofold Calling which all
Men are concerned in, Génmeral and Parsicular.

THE former is called Genmera/, becanfe All
Men are equally bound to it and itis one and
the fame togll; and thac is, the Devoting of
themfelves to the Service of God, and the
working ont of their own Suilvation: The
Bufinefs of it is,to {erve to the great End they
were made for, and in it to obtain Eternal
Life: Hence that Advice, Phil. 2. 12. Woerk
out Vour owdl falvaticn with feer and trembling.
This 1s never to be neglected ; for every one
hath 2 Soul ro fave, and hacth a Rule given
him, how he may attain it

THE Farticular Calling is that which next-
by comterns this Life, and the Affrirs of that
immediately 3 tho' itis to be fubfervient to
the other, becgife Man is to be yltimarely
bound for the Gloryof God : But becgufe 1t is
that wherein theMan s to uphold his prefent
Subfiltence, and be Beneficial in his Genera-
tion to Mankind, it {o hath arefersnce to

this Life.  Mow becaufe Mankird are made
for Society, and they havea mutuat Deperk
dance one upon another, and there are 1 great
many Employments requifite for this End
lience particalar Callings are Diverfe, and na
one Man can purfue them all : Butthar every
Man ought to be Employed in fome one o
other, is the thing ynder Confideration ; and
this both the Light of Nature and the Weid
of Gad give rheir evidence unto. My mezn-
ing i3, that Man is made for Labour, and not
for Idlenefs; and that he is to ufe Diligenga
in this Labour; and that nothing elie can Ex-
cufe him from it, but when the Providenge of
God difableth him for it, by fome Infirmitg
of Body or Mind, which makes him incapa-
ble of it, as Sicknefls, broken Banes, or Dif
traltion. And muny Evidencesmay be given
for this, which I {l.all only mention.

1. THAT God required this of Jlun in big
State of Integrity. When God made Man ag
firft, and had piven him the Lordihip over
the Farth and 8ea ; yet we read, Gen. 2. 175.
The Lord God tock the man, end pur biw inta
the garden of Eden, to drefsit, and vo keep 1,
Which faich that He found Bufinefs for bim,
to take Care of his Bodiiy Concerns; and this
was agreeable to the Maware and Conltitution
of Man, and the Ative Powers which wera
pat into him at firft 5 fo thar this was not a
fruitof the Curfe, but a Moral Duty laid op-
on him as he was 1 Creature put into {uch an
Order of Being, It is true we read in, Gen,
3. 19, In the fwert of iby face fhalt ilou eaf
bread. But thisdoth not [ntimate that Labour
and Diligence was of the Curfz, buronly tha
Toil, and Travail, and Weariformenels at-
tending it, which had he nat Fallen, would
have been Pleafant and Delightful, and no
way Irk{ome.

2. THE Word of God every where requires
itof Man, asthe way 0 FProfperity; and for-
bids the negle of it with Threatning. We
have the Apoftle’s Precept, 1 Thel4. 11,12,
And ftudy 10 be guiet, and todo your pwn hufi-
acfs, and 1o work with your own bandy, ¢ a5 we
commanded you ) That ye imay walk boasfily tcy
ward them 1hat are without and that Ye may bave
lack of notbing, And his Caution in, 2 Thell
3.10. If any vould vor wo:kmeither fhould be cqr,
And it is given as one part of the Chagadter of
aVirtuons Woman, Prow. 21 14, 8c, and Fer.
24. Ju is therefore recommended a5 the way
to Profper, Prov 10 4. 13 4. 122 292,

3. THUS only can ¢ Man be Frofwcble, in
all the Civil Relations that ke bears. This
is the only way for him to live Honelily in the
Place thac God hathfet him in: Apd chis is
the way for him to Sgpport himlelt, and not
be a Peil to the Community he lives among:
This is neceflary that he may Provide for his
Family, ard Support them hononrahly and
comfortably 5 and prevent his ufing dithoneft
gad unlawtul Courfes forir: Thuszpnly can
be ferve the Publick, and contribute to the
upholding of Church and Srate ; and preves:

his Leing a Droncipthe Hive: And heoweg
Ji0E
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sot only his Wealth in proportion, but himfelf
akl to the Publick , and we are told, 1 Tim.
5. 8. If any min provide not for bis own, and
JSrecial y forthofe of bis omn boufe, be bath deni-
ed 1De faith, and is wozfe than an infidel,

4. THE Preffice of all Civilized and wcll Re-
gulated Governments do eftablifb this.  Among
the Grecisns, not onlydid Draco’s Laws that
were written in Blood, punifh Klene/s with
Death; but the more mild Laws of Lycurgus
and doom, provide that no Man fhould Live
oot of Bofinefs ; that Children, as {oon as ca-
pable, fhould be carefully Eduvcated in fome
Employment; and that every Man fhould once
in a Year, give a true Account in what way he
had Maintained himfelf, and his Charges ; and
put a Note of Difgrace on all that could nct
:lr_1élke it appear that it was in a Lawful Cal-

ing.

g. T HE Inrational Creatures preach his
Leffwre, Al of which in their Kind, byan In-
ftinct of Nature, are diligent for their own Sup-

iy : And the Spirit of God fends Slothful Per-
E\ns to School, to Learn of them, Frov. 6.6,
7. 8. Aud Experience tells us, that in the Com-
mon-wealth of Bees, ne Droxe is {utfered, but
1s driven out of the Hive, as a thing unprofita-
ble : Heuce that of the Poet, Jg#zevam formas,
&ec.

6. WITHOUT fowe Employment, Mankind
is expofed to alf manner of finful Temprations.
We formerly took Notice, what infiuence fd/en
7efs hath into the Breach of the Sevesrh Com-
mand ; and it may be applied to all the reft of
the Precepts of the Second Table :  So that for
Men not to Live in an honeft Employment, is
the wayto all Mifchief.  Well then did one
fay, , Deubtlefs, the wilfully ufelefs Man, had
*¢ hetter to be #7 the Eaxth, than #pox the Earth,
But I {hall not here further infift.

Quelt. 2, WHAT may be counred a Lawful
Caiftng ?

Anfiw. 1T is neceffary, that we a little Com-
morate here ; for tho’ in ftriCtuefs, nothing can
be juftly denominateda Caliizg, but that which
1s Lawfuly for, by a Calling, Men properly un-
derftand, {ich an Employment as God approves
of, and calls Men in His Providence to apply
themfelves tos  yet there are thole Employ-
ments, which too many addi& themfelves to,
which have no Divine Warrant ; and therefore
we had need to be well informed in this Atfair.

AND here letus obferve, that a Calling or
Employment, with refpect to it’s Laafulnefs,
may come under a double Confideration, either
#s 1t is confidered in iz felf, or with refpect to
this or that FPerfon.

(1. ) WHEN may a Calling be Lawfu] in
Ir felf ¢ '

A. A Calling is then Lawful in Ifelf, when
it Anfwers the Ends ot it, according to the
Rules prefctibed in the Word of God. God
hathnot only cemmanded Employment to Mep,
but He hath limited what is Right, and whatis
Wrong 3 and he capnot Tran{zrels the Limits
{et, without Sin.

AND bhere obferve thefe Ruleg,

L IT muft be aCalling, in which a Man
may Expect and Fray for God's Broffing upon ir,
Prolperity in any Employment depends on
God's Bleding, ( £/l 127. begin.) and weare
to Pray over our Affairs, that God will Succeed
us In them 5 and we muft Pray in Faith, if we
would Speed with Him. Nothing therefore can
be Lawful, but what Ged hath given a Promife
to us abeut, in our faithful ferving Him in:
If therefore, we cannot ferve Him in our fol-
lowing of it, wemay be fure it is Unlanfa! for
us, and to be avoided,

2. I'T muft be fuch aCalling asis confifent
withour obferving ihe other Precepts of Gad's
Law, None of the Commands of God do Clath
one with another, nor lay a neceffity on ws to
break one, for the obfervation of ancther : We
are by tbisr Command, bound to Work for our
Liv.lihood,and fupport ofall outwardConcesns
but it is not enough that in this way we fee a
rational Probability of advanding an Fftate in
this World, but ifby (o doing we muft violate
any other Precept, that tells us, it is not Law-
ful : If we cannot Warfhip God,and Serve Him
in it, and thew all that Love to our Neighbour
which is required in the Second Table, 1t is not
Lawful for us to follow it, 7am. 2. 10.

3. IT muft be fuch a Calling, as is of Be-
nefit 12 others, Itis not fufficient that wehave
& profpect of Gain to Ouz felves, by it, but we
mult have arefpeét to the Common Goed of
Mankind. Such Vecations only are Lawful,
wherein we may Advantage eur felves without
real Harm 1o cthers, or neceflary Damagé to
the Publick, For we are not to Live for oxr
Jelves only, but for sthers too 5 and that gene-
ral Precept is ever tobe attended by us,Matth.
22. 39, Tboy jbalt Irve thy Neighbour as 1hy
JSeift And that Golden Rule given by cur Sa-
viour, Matth.7. 12. A% shings whatfoever ye
would that men fhould do to yoy, do yecven fo
iz them,

4. IT muft be a Calling of Good Report,
It is troe, there arefome Callings more Honoura~
ble, others more Lefpicable; but this is not the
thing I here intend; but there 1s a2 Mora/Re-
fpect here tobe had, arnd all Chriftians ought
to have a regard te it, for the Honour of God,
and their own Good Name, Some Callings
have anlll Report among fober Men, not for
the mean:fs of them, but for the frandaloafnefs
cleaving to them 5 and fuch a Calling no one
that [tands upon the Credit of Religion, or his
own Repute, will willingly follow : Hence
that, Phil 4, 8. Whatfoever things are of good
Report——_ But thefe things may be more
particularly Fxemplifyed, when we come to
the Negarive part of this Command.

(2.} WE may now Enquire, When a Cal-
ling may be Lawful for this or that Perfon ?

Aifw, IT is here to be taken for granted,
that a Calling in it's own Nature, may be Law-
ful and Laudable ; and yet it may bea Sin for
this or thar Perfon to undertake it, as wil ap-
Dear in the fequel. Here then we may take g
fhort Account of lawful Vocations, Oblerve
then, fome are Fublick, othersare Privsn..

1. PUBLICK
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1. PUBLICK Callings are {uch, wherein
Men do ferve in a Pablick Station, and for the
commen Benefit immediately. Arnd thefezie
either Civil or Religious : and they compre-
hend all {uch as are, by vertue of their Ofhce,
obliged tolayout their Time & Care, in ferving
the Pablick ; and for that end, there is a fothci-
ent & honourabde Support due to them,from the
Publick whom they foferve. Aod this is the
next and immediace End of thefe Callings, o
far as they refer to this Command, inafmuch as
God hath appointed Labour to be the Medium,
by which we are to maintain our felves & ours;
and it is Wages due to us frem you, for whom
we lay ontour Time & Strength. To the for-
mer of thele belong all Civil & Military Offi-
cers, who are kept in actual Service 5 as al{o,all
fuch as are employed for the Education of Chil-
dren in good Literature:  To the latter,all fuch
as are called to ferve at the Altar; and fo lay
out themfilves for the good of the Souls of
Men ; and to thefe alfo there Is a Maintenance
fuitable duc, asthe Apoftle proves, both from
the iaw of Nature, and the law of God,1 Cer.9.

2. PRIV ATE Cailings, or fuch, wherein
Men do nexi1y ferve the Providence of God,for
their particular {fupport, & fupply of the things
of this life. Tho thefe alfo are to ferve ukus
mately to the Glory of God, and the common
Benehit of Mankind,of whom they are Members;
and thefe comprehend under them,all the other
Employments, which come within the Rules of
Lawful, before givenus, which would be end-
lefs here toenumerate,  And here we may in
general obferve, that it would be neither for a
Man’s own advantagenor for the common bene-
fit of Men,for all to follow,one & the {ame Call-
ing ; and for all to afpire after it, becanfe they
think it more hopourable, more profitable, or
meore eafy 5 is a falle meafure, and tends to the
ruine of humane Society. Hence it follows,that
every Manought to obiervea Call in God'sPro-
vidence,todirect him ia his feeking & engaging
in a particular Calling if he expects God’s ap=
probation and bleting in it, And for this he
ought to be well fatished,that he hath a Call of
God according to Scripture Rules ;5 and there-
fore to bring it to, and try it by them. Now
Ged calls Men to thisor that Occupation,either
Extraordinarily or Ordinarily.

1 T HERE is an Extraordinary.Call which
Gud givesfome Men 10 jome Employment 5 and
abefe more peculiariy refpeil ibe Fublick Employ-
ments of M-n. Thus 1 former times Gnd
called more Immedizaely - Thus were Mofes
and daren called & impowred : Thos was Saxl
called to the Kingdom ; and thus were the Pro-
phets of eld to that funétion. Thos the Pro-
phets, Apoftles & Evangelifts in the Primitive
‘Times of the Gofpel Ciwrch, G4/, 1. 1. And it
is’to be obferved, that as God made His mind
known to themby [umediere Revelation fo there
was not required Antecedent Finefs for it, but
with the Call,God beltowed it on them. Hence
we read, I Sam. 10.9. Fer. 1. 9. Luke 24.45.
But thefe are for the prefent inmolt patt, if
a0t wholly ceafed.

2. ORDIN ART: And thisis to be known
by us Mediattly 5 not by infpirativg, but ‘b
{earching the mind of God about it; and is go-
verned by His Mediate Providence. And hore
I fhall only ofter;

(1.0 IN regard of Publick Employmenzs shere
muft be a Cali by Men. Idifpute not here the
particular Way or Mode of this Introduétion
which is 2 Prudential and is very different 4
mong Men 3 and the confideration of that bes
longs to the Fifth Command. But, tho® God
kath given to Men Divetions, for the Qualifi-
cations of Men ; yet the Determination of it
upon this or that Perfon, is nextly Humane:
Nor can any Fitnefs in the Peifon introduce
him, unlefs he be {0 Called, nor can he impofe
him{elf. This therefore was one Maxime ace
knowledged, 2 Sam. 16, 18, Whom the Lord and
this people € ail 1be men of Ifracl choofe, bis wilt
Lhe, and mirh bim witl Iabide. ’

2. LN both Pub'1.k €5 Private Callings,every
Man is to bave regard, to bis cwn Fernefs to
Difcharge fuch an Eployment, There are Gifts
to be regarded, which ifa Man have not, nei-
ther a delire of, mor an Invitation by Men to
fuch: a Service, ought to fatisfy him 3 and the
reafon of this is very plain, becaufe they have
0o Premife that God will give them Gifts Im-
mediately, upon their daning to undertake in
1ty and without thefe Gifts, they can never
ferve God,nor profit Men,nor keep a good Con-
icience,in purfuing fuchan Employment. And
this 1s true, not only in regard of rubisck Call-
ings, the Mifery of bringing Perfons unqualifi-
ed into which,whether through their. Ambitious
Winding themfel#es in, or the Preju ices of
Men concerned in the affair; is too notorionfly
experienced ameong Men, to need any other
Proof given of ir,  But alfo in Privare Occapa-
tions, When Perfons l-ave ncither & Faculty for
it, nor were evey Educated to it, meddle with a
Bufinefs in whick they are unskilled: and nuft
therefore unavoidably, either burt themfilves,
or others, er both 3 and o cannot comply with
the Rules of Commutative Juftice. Thus thera-
fore 1t is neceilary, that either the Calling be
fuch,as the Man may by a Natural Genius take
unto, ( as fome there are ) or hath beei ige
ftructed in, by alaudable ferving to fuch a
Trade, and is acquaintea with the Rules of it.
Hence that, Prov. 14. 8. The wifdom of the pru-
dent isio underfland bis way ; baz 1be foily of
Jools 1s deceir. And if a Man hath a Will to be
honeft, yet if he hath not a §%1ll in his Callirg,
he mmit needs err, in the cccupying himfelf
it. And this will ferve 1o reprove the folly
of thofe that negleé their Childrén in their
Yonth ; and do not take care to bring themn up
to fuch things, as may Qualify them for the
ferving of their Ge eration, in fuch z Poft as
the Providence of Gad fhall fve meetto fet
them 1.
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